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WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Cloudy
Feels Like: 71°
Precip: 15%
Winds: W at 
5mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B6-10 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-4

OPINION
Let’s Know How
Success Appears
Now’s the time for state
leaders to set new goals
and metrics to shoot for.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Focus on Growth
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Roaring Into Spring
North Moore High School
theater students go virtual
with ‘Lion King Jr.’

BUSINESS
New Year, New Look
There are new owners,
and a $2 million renovation
at Holiday Inn Express.

72°
55°

Sunny
Feels Like: 77°
Precip: 10%
Winds: SSE at 
8mph

77°
64°

Mostly Cloudy
Feels Like: 81°
Precip: 40%
Winds: SW at 
8mph
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Sunny
Feels Like: 79°
Precip: 5%
Winds: SE at 
6mph

78°
59°

Fire Station

Planned to

Serve Area 
BY JONATHAN BYM

Staff Writer

An underserved area located on the edge of the 
Cypress Pointe and Southern Pines fire districts 
is expected to see lower insurance rates in the fu-
ture.

During the Moore County Board of 
Commissioners’ budget work session last month, 
Mike Cameron presented a plan for a fourth fire 
station for Cypress Pointe Fire and Rescue that 
would be located on Youngs Road to help lower 
the fire rating for a corner of Moore County that 
finds itself in a higher classification.

Home insurance rates are based, in part, on lo-
cation to the nearest fire department. A portion 
of Youngs Road that stretches toward the county 
line and runs adjacent to Fort Bragg falls in Class 
9 and Class 10, which leads to higher insurance 
rates. That area is outside of 5 miles from the 
closest fire station.

“Just about everybody out there pays a higher 
insurance rate than anybody else,” Cameron said. 
“That station has kind of been on the books for a 
while. Cypress Pointe bought the land in that area 
with the anticipation of building a station in that 
area because they knew that area is underserved. 
That land is paid for, and we’re in the design phase 
now. Hopefully we can go into breaking ground 
later this year.”

Cameron — who is the chairman of the Moore 
County Fire Commission on top of his duties as 
the chief of the Cypress Pointe and Southern 
Pines fire departments — said that once the new 
station is built, the area would be moved to Class 
4, and insurance premiums would drop with it.

“Typically, they save more money than they are 
actually even paying on taxes,” Cameron said.

For funding, Cameron’s presentation to the 
commissioners included bumping up the county’s 
fire tax rate, which had been planned to increase 
incrementally over the last five years but has pla-

see STATION, page A6

UNDERSERVED REGIONS

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

If the spring of 2020 is remem-
bered as a time of recoiling, might 
we look back on the spring of 2021 
as a time of recovery?

Virtually everyone has spent 
this past month reflecting on the 
year that’s gone by and comparing 
March 2020 with its 2021 equiva-
lent. The differences in St. Patrick’s 
Day, March Madness, Lent, Palm 
Sunday, schools, work, church, gro-

cery shopping experiences — the 
comparisons have been continuous 
and marked in their contrasts these 
past few weeks.

The third week of March 2020 
brought with it a sense of dread as 
North Carolina began to first see 
cases of COVID-19’s “communi-
ty spread.” Almost overnight, the 
local health care response to the 
coronavirus — officially, “severe 
acute respiratory syndrome coro-
navirus 2” — went from one of con-

tainment to community mitigation.
Before then, locally, FirstHealth 

of the Carolinas had conducted 
mock COVID-19 “patient” exercis-
es to help its staff prepare for a 
local outbreak. Soon enough, that 
practice became practical experi-
ence, though the worst of the pan-
demic locally would still be months 
away.

Unlike in many communities, 
where the first patients were glob-

As COVID Settled In, 
Hospital Battled Back

Kocher Remembered For 
Work at Resort, Local Area

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

Beth Kocher, one of the core team 
who helped revitalize the Pinehurst 
Resort after it was purchased by 

ClubCorp in the 
1980s, passed away 
last week and is re-
membered by those 
who worked closely 
with her at the re-
sort and the com-
munity.

Kocher died at the 
age of 77 in Delray 

Beach, Fla., from complications of  

Alzheimer’s disease.
After working in Florida early 

in her career, Kocher made the 
move to the Pinehurst Resort and 
Country Club in 1984 to serve as 
the executive vice president with 
ClubCorp coming into the area.

“There was a lot of work to do 
just to determine how to put it all 
back together again and make it 
work,” said Pat Corso, who came 
on in 1986 and served as the execu-
tive president until 2004. “She was 
a key player in that process in the 
very beginning.”

Kocher served in her role until 

retirement in 2006.
ClubCorp was tasked with getting 

the resort financially stable as well 
as helping to continue to reinvigo-
rate the club’s golf presence. Corso 
said the core group of leaders for 
the work done included Kocher and 
her husband, Brad, along with Don 
Padgett Sr., Ken Baer and himself.

“That was really the core team 
back then, and all of us were real-
ly involved in the process,” Corso 
said.

Beth Kocher played a key part 

‘KEY PLAYER’

see KOCHER, page A6

Cooper Rolling 
Back on Some
Restrictions

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Restaurants, stores and other businesses across 
Moore County will be able to operate at larger ca-
pacities under Gov. Roy Cooper’s latest executive 
order. 

The new mandate, which takes effect at 5 p.m. 
Friday, allows eateries, breweries, gyms and pub-
lic swimming pools to operate at 75-percent ca-
pacity indoors and 100 percent capacity outdoors. 
Retail businesses, barbershops and salons can 
operate at up to 100 percent of their normal occu-
pancy with “safety protocols in place,” according 
to Cooper.

Capacity limits at bars, sports arenas and per-
formance venues will increase to 50 percent un-
der the order, which also lifts the 11 p.m. cutoff for 
on-site alcohol consumption. North Carolinians 
must continue to wear face coverings in public.

During a news conference on Tuesday, Cooper 
said restrictions were being loosened in response 
to the state’s improving coronavirus trends. 

“Our fast and fair vaccine distribution and our 
sustained progress with COVID-19 metrics tell us 
we can move forward with easing restrictions if 
we do it safely,” he said. 

Cooper added that social distancing and other 

see RESTRICTIONS page A5

COVID UPDATE

see HOSPITAL, page A4

A YEAR LATER...

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Clockwise, from top left: FirstHealth CEO Mickey Foster; celebrating a COVID patient’s release from the 
hospital; first responders’ parade for hospital staff; Dr. John Byron, Moore County’s first COVID patient.
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