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WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 91°
Precip: 5%
Winds: NNW at 
6mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B7-13 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7, 11 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-6

OPINION
Aberdeen Needs

Its New Library
Much more than just books,

the benefits for the community
are numerous and far-reaching.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Yes to National Service
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Environmental Art
An exhibition of stick art by
international artist Patrick Dougherty
opens this month at SCC.

BUSINESS
Outside the Box
These two new Pinehurst 
boutiques offer an international
take on personal style.
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Sunny
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Precip: 0%
Winds: NNW at 
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Sunny
Feels Like: 94°
Precip: 0%
Winds: SSW at 
7mph
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Sunny
Feels Like: 96°
Precip: 20%
Winds: SW at 
12mph
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Survey
Platform
On Hold

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools may be in the market 
for a new company to host surveys that gauge 
students’ social and emotional well-being and per-
ceptions of their school environments.

The district has administered those surveys, 
and stored the results, through the Panorama 
Education platform for several years. But when 
the company’s contract came up for renewal on 
Monday night, several meeting attendees, along 
with recently elected school board members, de-
scribed it as an “indoctrination platform” aiming 
to mold students into “social justice warriors.”

Those claims are based more on the company’s 
webinars and virtual workshops for teachers than 
the surveys Moore County Schools plans to con-
duct over the three-year term of the contract. The 
district would pay $184,300 for Panorama’s ser-
vices over that time period.

Before starting in on their business agenda 
Monday night, the board heard from about 10 
speakers who opposed the contract extension. At 
the core of the debate is resistance to the idea that 
public schools might teach Critical Race Theory: 

see SURVEY, page A6

POLITICAL DEBATE

Tourism on Pace for Record Year
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

It’s been a dazzling spring for 
Moore County’s hospitality indus-
try. Area hotels and short-term 
rentals have made such a strong 
comeback that occupancy tax rev-
enues are now on trend for a re-
cord-breaking year.

“Based on what I’m seeing 
and hearing, the destination is 
packed,” said Phil Werz, CEO 
of the Pinehurst Southern Pines 
Aberdeen Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (CVB). “I feel confident 
from what we know is on the books 
this month, we will surpass $2 mil-
lion this year.

“Thank God for golf. It is driving 
the destination right now.”

A year ago, things were decided-
ly less optimistic. Hoteliers were 
coping with a precipitous drop in 
revenue beginning in early March 
with the spread of COVID-19 
across the state. That dynamic 
changed little over the next nine 
months.

The pendulum began to swing 
back not long after the Christmas 
holidays.

“In January we had an all-time 
high for January room tax collec-
tions. That was the first real indica-
tion that the recovery was taking 
hold,” Werz said.

March and April figures were 
even better, breaking previous oc-
cupancy tax collection records by 
double-digits.

“There is pent-up demand and 
people wanting to travel. We are 
a rural county, where it’s easier to 
socially distance, and restrictions 
have been reduced. And there’s 
been a resurgence nationally for 
golf. These are all factors,” Werz 
said. 

One unresolved challenge is 
the staffing shortage felt across 
the entire service industry. Local 
restaurants have been the hardest 
hit, but hotels have not been im-
mune to the struggle.

“We don’t derive occupancy tax 
from restaurants, but they have 

a huge impact on the destination, 
and they are a huge part of our 
story,” Werz said. “I know many 
of our businesses cannot stay open 
as long as they want to because of 
these shortages. This is one of the 
last hurdles we have to cross. We 
need to get back to those (pre-pan-
demic) staffing levels.

“You want visitors to have a 
good experience. I know the state 
is trying to address this problem. 
But when it comes to a destination 
that depends on hospitality in a big 
way, it is definitely a concern.”

Looking ahead to summer golf 
events, Pinehurst Resort is ready-
ing for over 500 players participat-
ing in the 2021 High School Golf 
National Invitational at the end of 
the month. A short time later, the 
Country Club of North Carolina will 
host the 73rd U.S. Junior Amateur, 
billed as the “U.S. Open for junior 
golf.” A total of 264 players are ex-
pected to compete in July.

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Golfers at Thistle Dhu, the 18-hole putting range at Pinehurst Country Club, on Tuesday morning

DRIVEN BY GOLF

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

The Pinecrest High School foot-
ball team will go into the fall sea-
son with a new head coach — but a 
familiar one.

Bob Curtin, who has been a coach 
at Pinecrest for eight years, was 
approved as the Patriots’ interim 
head coach by the Moore County 
Board of Education Monday night. 
A retired U.S. Army lieutenant col-
onel, Curtin was scheduled to meet 
with the team and be introduced as 
its new coach Wednesday morning.

Pinecrest athletic director Jeff 

Hewitt said Curtin will serve in 
that capacity through this coming 
season, and the search for the pro-
gram’s next head coach will take 
place next offseason.

Curtin replaces Chris Metzger, 
who spent 14 seasons overseeing 
the school’s football program. He 
announced his resignation last 
month to take a similar position in 
Montgomery County.

Curtin has been a fixture at most 
sporting events at Pinecrest, and 
often has filled in with operations 
at sporting events when the need 
arises. 

“Bob is always stepping up for 
the good of Pinecrest High School,” 
Hewitt said. “Whether it was be-
ing there to drive the girls’ soccer 
team to a game at Lumberton, he 
has never not been a team player.”

Curtin has served as the head 
wrestling coach at the school for 
six years, and has 12 years of expe-
rience coaching in Moore County. 
That familiarity is something that 
Hewitt said stood out about Curtin 
when it came to relating to the play-
ers.

“The caliber of leader Bob Curtin 

Pinecrest Names Interim Football Coach

see COACH, page A12

BOB CURTIN

FENCE LAWSUIT

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Moore County has already lost the first round 
in a legal fight with a Pinehurst couple over their 
fence and access to utility lines. The county now 
has an idea of what that loss might cost.

Attorneys representing Randy Acres and his 
wife, Soek Yie Phan, filed paperwork last Friday 
asking a Superior Court judge to award more 
than $239,000 in legal fees and costs.

As expected, the county quickly filed its objec-
tion Friday to that amount and also put in pa-
perwork appealing Judge Michael Stone’s ruling 
last month in favor of Acres and Phan.

The matter dates back to 2019, when Moore 
County sued the couple after they had installed 
a fence that encroaches on access to water and 
sewer lines that run along an alley behind a 
number of homes in the area of Palmetto Road 
in Pinehurst. The case wended its way through 
the process and came to a head last month with 
several hours of legal arguments. Ultimately, 
Stone found Moore County had not proved it had 
the proper legal right to access the property, 
formally known as an easement.

Robert Muckenfuss, a Charlotte attorney rep-
resenting the Pinehurst couple, asserted that 
the court sided with the couple because Moore 
County had not sufficiently proved that such an 
easement ever existed, or that any entity pur-
sued one in accordance with state laws at the 
time the utility lines were put in.

State law allows defendants to seek reasonable 
attorneys fees if it has been determined that a 
government exceeded its authority, Muckenfuss 
said.

“Our argument is the county never had any 
reasonable argument or basis for the easement, 
and the judge agreed during summary judg-
ment,” he told The PIlot during a brief interview 
Tuesday morning. “We won on the underlying 
argument.”

As presented in the filing, Acres and Phan are 
seeking $239,404.68 in attorneys fees, which 

Couple Ask County 

To Pay Legal Fees

see TOURISM, page A3

see FEES, page A12


