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OPINION
Three Birdies 

And One Eagle
Praise for two towns, a business 

leader, a nonprofit and a man 
who made a difference in Moore.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Hear the Thud?
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
In a Winter Wonderland
Weymouth Center hosts 
an all-outdoor festival 

to celebrate the holidays.

SPORTS
Coach Earns High Marks
Union Pines’ Felicia Marks 
is the Sandhills Athletic 
Conference’s coach of the year.
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MONDAY

Breezy and Warm
Feels Like: 68°
Precip: 8%
Winds: SW at 14 mph
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TUESDAY

More Wind, Cooler
Feels Like: 46°
Precip: 5%
Winds: NE at 15 mph

52°
37°
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Workers 
Seeking 
Support

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

As public school systems 
around North Carolina have des-
ignated pandemic relief funding 
for teacher and staff bonuses, 
Moore County Schools employ-
ees are asking the district to fol-
low suit.

Moore County Schools’ strug-
gles to recruit enough teachers 
and bus drivers to keep up with 
its growing enrollment predate 
COVID-19; the pandemic has 
only exacerbated the situation. 
Districts essentially compete 
with each other to attract staff, 
and sometimes keep the employ-
ees they have. 

Over the past few months, 
districts around the state have 
approved hefty employee bonus-
es. In some cases those bonuses 
have been prompted by scores of 
bus drivers and cafeteria work-
ers who have coordinated sick-
outs in protest of their working 
conditions.

That money isn’t only going to 
teachers: many school systems 
are paying out the same bonus 
across the board to custodians, 
teacher assistants, bus drivers 
and office staff alike.

Wake County Schools will pay 
all full-time employees $5,000 in 
bonuses over the next two years.

But it’s not just large urban 
school districts. Randolph County 
Schools paid that same amount 
in a lump sum last month to all 
established full-time employ-
ees, regardless of their job de-
scription. Even closer to Moore, 
Lee County School paid a $2,000 
bonus to all full-time staff in 
November. Cumberland County 
Schools issued a $1,000 bonus in 
October and plans to pay out two 
more in December and May. 

In Moore County, it’s been al-
most a year since the school 
board used money from the ini-
tial CARES Act stimulus to pro-
vide a $200 year-end bonus to 

SCHOOL STAFF

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Whispering Pines, long known 
as an ideal community for golf-
ers and retirees — its very name 
evokes quietude — has become the 
first Moore County municipality to 
OK a place for skateboarding.

The Village Council on Tuesday 
adopted an ordinance that estab-
lishes the facility — officials are 
leery about calling it a “park” — 
behind Village Hall.

The action came after skate-
boarders placed quarter-pipe 
ramps, grind boxes and other ob-
stacles on concrete pads behind 
the building. Instead of tearing 

down the enthusiasts’ handiwork, 
village leaders began researching 
ways to make the improvised park 
an official amenity.

Rich Lambdin, manager of the 
village, said he later found a North 
Carolina statute that “encourages 
local governments to create and 
put these kinds of facilities into 
place.” According to the statute, 
any town that wishes to establish 
a skate park must first adopt an or-
dinance outlining the park’s rules 
and regulations.

Whispering Pines is insured 
by the North Carolina League of 
Municipalities, which Lambdin 
said will charge an annual premi-

um of $317 to cover a small skate 
park. That increase would be a 
“drop in the bucket” compared 
with the village’s overall cost of 
insurance, he said.

But the park comes with 
some clear rules. It is limited to 
Whispering Pines residents who 
sign a form waiving their right to 
sue the village if they are injured. 
Skateboarders must also wear hel-
mets and protective pads at the 
site.

The ordinance includes several 
other restrictions. Only six skate-
boarders will be allowed at a time, 
and residents are prohibited from 
playing loud music and using “foul 
or abusive language.”

see SUPPORT, page A14

YOU BETTER NOT POUT, YOU BETTER NOT CRY

Santa met both fans 
and skeptics during 
the town of Aberdeen’s 
tree lighting Thursday 
night. A performance 
by Southern Middle  
School’s chorus, above, 
provided a joyful noise. 

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/
The Pilot 

SEE MORE PHOTOS 

ON THEPILOT.COM

Editor’s Note: This year marks 
the 80th anniversary of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 
We reprint for you here this special 
essay from 101-year-old Pinehurst 
resident Roy “Swede” Boreen. 
Boreen was a sailor aboard the 
USS Oklahoma in Pearl Harbor 
the morning of Dec. 7, 1941. He 
plans to travel to Hawaii this week 
to take part in ceremonies.

BY ROY “SWEDE” BOREEN
Special to The Pilot

I 
reported for duty to the 
Battleship USS Oklahoma (BB-
37) on Dec. 17, 1938, and served 

in her until that fateful day 76 
years ago, a day that will live in 
infamy, and the day that changed 
not only the course of history but 
the course of so many of our lives.

On Sunday 
morning, Dec. 7, 
1941, the ship’s 
company consisted 
of 85 officers (three 
Marines included) 
and 1,294 enlist-
ed personnel (77 
Marines included), 
totaling 1,379. The 
Oklahoma displaced 

nearly 36,000 tons.
After having an early breakfast 

of pancakes — we called them 
“collision mats” due to their size 
and texture — I went to the pay 
office on the second deck at 7:45 
a.m. to process and pay off one of 
my shipmates, who was going on 
reenlistment leave after shipping 
over for another four years the 
day before.

Whispering Pines Approves Space for Skateboarders

“

“
We all 
understand 
that it’s not 
perfect and 
it’s got some 
drawbacks, 
but it’s better 
than just 
saying ‘no, 
you can’t 
do it.’

Bob Zschoche

Whispering Pines
Councilman

Ordinance Restricts Use to Residents

see ORDINANCE, page A13
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Gabe Reynolds ollies onto a rail  
behind Village Hall. 

Vivid Memories of a 
Day that Changed 
The World Forever

REMEMBERING 

PEARL HARBOR

see BOREEN, page A13

BOREEN

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The two Moore County res-
idents suing the Board of 
Education over the pending sale 
of the former Southern Pines 
Primary campus are now al-
leging that three school board 
members violated their First 
Amendment rights by remov-

ing critical comments posted to 
their social media accounts.

Last week Landon White, the 
attorney also representing Beth 
Ann Pratte and James Moore 
in the Southern Pines Primary 
case, filed a federal complaint 
against board Chair Libby 
Carter and members Stacey 
Caldwell and Ed Dennison — as 

individuals and in their capacity 
as board members.

The lawsuit, filed in 
Greensboro with the U.S. Middle 
District Court of North Carolina, 
deals with comments posted to 
the three board members’ indi-
vidual Facebook pages. 

Suit Targets Members Over Facebook Comments

see SUIT, page A6

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

The lawsuit alleges the 
removal of posts or 
comments from board 
members’ Facebook 
pages constitutes a 
violation of the right to 
free speech.


