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OPINION
Saying ‘Thanks’ 
To Our Teachers
A well-deserved bonus or 

‘mental health day’ recognizes 
their efforts this year.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Moving Forward
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Bluegrass at BPAC
Gibson Brothers fans are 
in for a treat as the band 
returns to the Sandhills Jan. 2.

SPORTS
Mr. 1,000
Jalen Lindsey nets his 
1,000th point for the O’Neal 
boys basketball team. 

63°
29°

MONDAY

Sunny and Cooler
Feels Like: 49°
Precip: 0%
Winds: ENE at 6 mph

47°
29°

TUESDAY

Back to Rain
Feels Like: 49°
Precip: 91%
Winds: NNE at 5 mph

49°
27°

Vote on 
Project 
Delayed

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Even after seven hours of pre-
sentations and public comment 
on a proposed apartment com-
plex, Southern Pines Town Council 
members have not heard the last 
word on the Patrick’s Pointe proj-
ect.

The 276-unit apartment complex 
and office building development 
proposed for a parcel off U.S. 1 
will get even more comment and 
scrutiny after the council decid-
ed to hold open the topic for its 
January meeting. It was after 
1 a.m. Wednesday when folks 
walked out of the meeting, know-
ing they’d have to wait another 
month for a decision.

Mayor Carol Haney described 
the prolonged discussion as a “tri-
al by fire” for the two newly seat-
ed members, Taylor Clement and 
Ann Petersen, who were elected in 
November for four-year terms.

Developer Logan Burnett of 
1700, LLC, presented his vision 
for the 25.4-acre wooded property 
located on U.S. 1, five blocks from 
Broad Street. 

SP APARTMENTS

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Culminating more than a two-year 
campaign, the Southern Pines Land 
and Housing Trust completed the pur-
chase of the former West Southern 
Pines school campus this past week.

The school that most recently served 
as Southern Pines Primary has been 
out of use for a full year, since the new 
elementary school opened on Carlisle 

Street just behind Morganton Road.
The trust’s efforts to buy it met with 

hurdles along the way. Chief among 
those was whether the school board was  
getting enough  money for the 17-acre 
property. That segued into rhetorical 
and then legal challenges insisting that 
it be parceled out and sold by open bids 
to maximize the sales price.

But the final step in the sale came on 
Monday when the Moore County Board 

of Education approved a restrictive 
deed tying the property to historically 
relevant uses. The board had previous-
ly approved the sales contract but had 
made the sale contingent on a separate 
deed approval. Approval of the deed 
came by a 4-3 vote over protest from 
board members David Hensley, Philip 
Holmes and Robert Levy. 

LAWSUIT DROPPED

Land Trust Closes on Sale of Campus

see SALE, page A6
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Plans include a museum as well as preschool, 
afterschool and entrepreneurial programs.

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Matt Garner, public information 
officer for the Moore County Health 
Department, was named the agen-
cy’s interim director on Friday. 

His appointment was announced 
following a closed session, virtu-
al meeting of the Moore County 
Board of Health, which oversees 
the Health Department. Garner will 
be stepping into the position pre-
viously held by Robert Wittmann, 
who plans to retire at the end of the 
month. Wittmann had led the Health 
Department since 1985 and is the 
longest-serving director in the de-
partment’s 93-year history.

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Pinehurst is planning a series 
of celebrations focused on two re-
nowned architects with ties to the 
village. 

Next year coincides with the 
150th birthday of Donald Ross, 
the famed golf course architect 
who designed Pinehurst No. 2 
and hundreds of other cours-
es across the country. It also is 
the 200th birthday of Frederick 
Law Olmsted, who is widely con-
sidered the father of American 
landscape architecture. While 
Olmsted is best known for co-de-
signing Central Park in New York, 
he also contributed to the layout 
of Pinehurst.

On Tuesday, the Village Council 

discussed plans to observe the 
architects’ birthdays through-
out 2022 with outdoor displays 
and multimedia projects. Doug 
Willardson, assistant manager of 
the village, said the goal is to “pro-
vide a way for residents to find 
out more about who Mr. Olmsted 
and Mr. Ross are.”

“We want to do it in a way that 
will be of interest even to people 
who aren’t really big into history,” 
Willardson said. 

Instead of limiting the festivi-
ties to a single event, Willardson 
said the village hopes to “piggy-
back” off established local cele-
brations like Live at 5 and the an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day parade.

County Board 
Names Interim 
Health Director

Village to Mark Historic Birthdays

see APARTMENTS, page A14

see DIRECTOR, page A13

DONALD ROSS AND FREDERICK OLMSTED

see BIRTHDAYS, page A6
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“
We want to 
do it in a way 
that will be of 
interest even 
to people who 
aren’t really 
big into history.

Doug 
Willardson

Assistant 
village manager, 
on the upcoming 
celebrations

NOTES OF NOEL

“Holiday Pops” re-
turned to a sold-out 
crowd at the Fair Barn 
last week. The festive 
concert featured the 
Carolina Philharmonic 
led by maestro David 
Michael Wolf, and  
songs by Broadway 
performer Lisa Brescia. 

TED FITZGERALD/
The Pilot

DONALD ROSS

FREDERICK OLMSTED


