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OPINION
USGA Opens ’22
With Two Aces
History is repeating itself with

back-to-back championships at

the Home of American Golf.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Unnecessary Spending
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Getting the House in Order
A local team works to organize 

the parts and pieces of a 

historic Lustron home.

SPORTS
Growing the Grunts 
A Vass high school of less 

than 40 students works to 

sustain six athletic teams.

34°
31°

MONDAY

Mostly Cloudy
Feels Like: 37°
Precip: 7%
Winds: WSW at 10 mph

42°
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TUESDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 49°
Precip: 1%
Winds: NNW at 5 mph

45°
23°

Sewer 
Project
Ready
BY MARY KATE MURPHY 

Staff Writer

When Eddie Callahan moved 
back to his hometown of Vass 
in the 1990s, he had to buy an 
extra acre of land and get ease-
ments for access just to install 
a septic tank for his new home. 

“A geologist from N.C. State 
University came down — we 
went that far. He determined 
that Vass pretty much sits on 
an underground river so there 
was very little property that 
would perc for a septic sys-
tem,” said Callahan, who has 
now been Vass’ mayor for 23 
years. 

“If you were fortunate 
enough to find something that 
did, then the additional area 
needed for a leach field was 
very rare.”

At the time Callahan moved 
back, Vass had no functional 
sewer system. That, combined 
with the geological inconve-
nience, hindered growth in a 
town otherwise ideally poised 
for it. Vass is home to an el-
ementary school and middle 
school, and is easily accessible 
from Fort Bragg by a 20-min-
ute drive down N.C. 690.

It’s now been 30 years since 
the town of Vass donated its 
utilities to the Moore Water and 
Sewer Authority in exchange 
for the promise of a sewer sys-
tem that would serve the entire 
town. That promise is soon to 
be fulfilled, even though most 
of the Vass residents who stand 
to benefit weren’t around when 
that deal was made.

The Moore Water and Sewer 
Authority no longer exists; 
Moore County absorbed it into 
its public works department in 
1999. 

A PROMISE TO VASS

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

With the U.S. Golf Association’s an-
nouncement last week that Pinehurst 
would again host back-to-back champion-
ships in 2029, business leaders anticipate a 
surge of attention and spending that could 
surpass the first-such double in 2014.

“I would think the expectation would be 
that it would meet or exceed that because 
the destination has grown in 10 years,” said 
Phil Werz, president and CEO of Moore 

County’s Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
“The resurgence in golf is the largest it 
has been since Tiger Woods came along. I 
would think a $300 million ballpark num-
ber would be safe to say overall.”

Spending exceeded $230 million for the 
first — and only — back-to-back staging 
of the U.S. Open and Women’s Open at 
the iconic Pinehurst No. 2 course in June 
2014, according to a study done by N.C. 
State professor Gene Brothers. 

That spending came not just from cham-

pionship attendees but also workers en-
gaged in the set-up and operations of the 
championships.

“I think Mike Whan, with the USGA, 
clearly — with the recent announcement 
of increasing the women’s purse — that 
they are trying to elevate the women’s 
game,” said Natalie Hawkins, executive 
director for Moore County Partners in 
Progress. 

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools’ single 
remaining surplus campus is 
back up for grabs after a pending 
sale fell through.

The district was set to close in 
November on the sale of the old 
Aberdeen Primary campus to the 
Network Commerce Association, 
a limited liability company based 
in Raleigh. But on the scheduled 
closing date the company re-
quested a delay, citing a last-min-
ute disagreement with its lender 
over the closing documents.

The Network Commerce 
Association's director, Doctor 
Aal-Anubia, told the school board 
last summer that he planned to 
convert the old school into a com-
munity center. 

When the school board asked 
for proof of lender approval, and 
for the potential buyer to pay for 
ongoing property maintenance at 
$50 per day, the company backed 
out of the sale entirely.

Until then, the sale of Aberdeen 
Primary was shaping up to be 
more straightforward than the 
other three school sales that went 
through last year: Southern Pines 
Elementary to Moore Montessori 
Community School for $1.6 mil-
lion, Southern Pines Primary 
to the Southern Pines Land and 
Housing Trust for $685,000, and 
Aberdeen Elementary to the 
Town of Aberdeen for $900,000.

The four schools were effective-
ly consolidated into two new K-5 
schools, one serving Aberdeen 
that opened in the fall of 2020 and 
one serving Southern Pines that 
opened a year ago.

Moore County Schools opened 
bidding on Aberdeen Primary in 
late 2020 after a $120,000 offer 
from a local youth athletic orga-
nization.

Over the next seven months, 
four bidders entered 12 compet-
ing bids. The Network Commerce 
Association’s bid of $473,100 was 
the highest, and stood unchal-
lenged for the required 10-day 
upset period.

Now that they’ve dropped out, 
Moore County Schools will keep 
the $23,750 security deposit as a 
penalty and put the old campus 
back on the market.

Aberdeen Primary sits on just 
over 7 acres on Keyser Street, 
just off N.C. 211. 

The district held off on up-
grades and major repairs for 
more than a decade, electing to 
spend money on schools in more 

BACK-TO-BACK IMPACT

High Hopes Set for a ’29 Economic Surge

see OPENS, page A5

see SEWER, page A4

ABERDEEN PRIMARY

School Site 
Now Back 
On Market

see SCHOOL, page A4

BY DEBORAH SALOMON
Features Writer

Jack Laflin needs a kidney.
His situation is as simple and as 

complicated as that.
A live donor is preferable. Donors 

are able to lead normal lives with the 
single remaining kidney. Recipients 
may also live longer than with a ca-
daver organ.

Transplantation surgery yields 
good results. The complicated part 
is finding a donor with the matching 
blood type, most likely a family mem-
ber. Laflin has no siblings. His wife, 
Betsy, their three children and nine 
grandchildren have all been ruled 
out, for various reasons.

The wait list for a live donor at 
Duke Transplant Center, where the 
74-year-old is a patient, is five to 
seven years. Nationally, 100,000 peo-
ple await donations through United 
Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS). 

In 2020, 22,817 patients received 
transplants. His other choices — dial-
ysis or cadaver donor — have limita-
tions. Therefore, Laflin decided to “go 
public” with an appeal.

“It’s a humbling experience,” he 
says.

Laflin, who played football and 
baseball at Cornell, enjoyed a suc-
cessful career as a human resourc-
es executive for corporations like 
Harris Semiconductors on the East 
and West coasts.

FIND OUT MORE: For more in-
formation on kidney disease or 
kidney donation, contact the Duke 
Transplant Center at (919) 613-
7777 or visit dukehealth.org

Search for a Kidney Is Life Changing
‘A HUMBLING EXPERIENCE’

see KIDNEY, page A5

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

A member of “Little Toughies,” a girls’ sports and fitness program that meets in 
Southern Pines Downtown Park, connects with her target. SEE MORE: THEPILOT.COM

ON THE BALL

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

After failing to find a match, Jack Laflin is 
asking for help with his kidney search.


