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OPINION
Robbins’ Fortunes Are
Rising in Front of Us
Robbins has much to prove 

still, but its moment may be 

upon us

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Right Perspective
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Soaring Back to Stage
UNCP’s Givens Performing 
Arts Center announces its 

spring 2022 lineup of artists.

BUSINESS
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A photographic tour of some 

popular storefronts decorated 

for the holidays. 
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Showers
Feels Like: 70°
Precip: 80%
Winds: SW at 
9 mph
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Cloudy
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Precip: 59%
Winds: SW at 
9 mph
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Partly Cloudy
Feels Like: 59°
Precip: 9%
Winds: SW at 
6 mph
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More Clouds
Feels Like: 73°
Precip: 25%
Winds: SW at 
8 mph
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63°
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BY DEBORAH SALOMON
Features Writer

Eight-year-old Marco looked bewildered 
when confronted with nearly 1,000 new 
and reconditioned bikes lined up in the 
Walmart parking lot: Some were girly pink 
and purple, others sleek black racers.

“Which one is mine?” he asked.
Any one you want, Marco, at the 26th 

Project Santa bike giveaway on Christmas 
morning. 

Its founder, Earl Wright, strode around in 

his Santa suit, greeting volunteers and fix-
ing glitches — a huge relief after announc-
ing last year he would retire. Wright was at 
a low point last year, after the recent death 
of his son, explains his partner/facilitator 
Sharon Thompson.

“But today I feel happy but still sad that 
my son’s not here,” Wright said. “It’s for 
the kids — that never gets old. I’m not plan-
ning to retire anytime soon.”

SANTA ON WHEELS

Bicycle Giveaways Thrill Moore Kids
A young girl finds her 
perfect gift among the 
hundreds of bikes at the 
26th Project Santa bicycle 
giveaway on Christmas 
morning. Another bicycle 
giveaway took place later 
that morning in Robbins. 

DEBORAH SALOMON/ The Pilot

see GIVEAWAYS, page A3

Budget 
Includes 
Updates

STATE INVESTS 
IN SAMARCAND

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

More upgrades are coming 
to the Samarcand Training 
Academy in Eagle Springs with 
new funding coming through 
the state budget.

Among the immediate ap-
provals are a live-fire training 
building, a parking lot at the 
academy’s firing range and the 
purchase of a satellite cam-
pus that was formerly East 
Montgomery High School.

Samarcand Academy opened 
in 2015 at the former site of 
Samarkand Manor, a rehabili-
tation complex for delinquent 
children that was shuttered in 
2011. State Rep. Jamie Boles of 
Moore County has been a strong 
proponent for the training cen-
ter for N.C. Department of 
Public Safety employees.

Recent renovations have been 
made to the firearms range 
along with upgrades to the cur-
rent buildings on the 430-acre 
property to house up to 180 indi-
viduals for training.

The site of the high school in 
Biscoe, which closed in 2020 
with the opening of Montgomery 
Central High School, will be the 
site of a Safer Schools Training 
Academy, a satellite attachment 
for Samarcand. The line item 
on the budget allocated $4.17 
million for purchase and reno-
vation of the East Montgomery 
High School property for the 
new project.

Serving on the school safe-
ty oversight committee in the 
General Assembly, Boles has 
taken input from across the 
state to improve school safety, 
and the creation of this acade-
my can make schools safer, he 
said.

“This will be a place to train 
school resource officers, admin-
istrators at schools and bring in 
school psychologists and teach-
ers to train them how to look for 
signs of troubled youth,” Boles 
said. “There will also be train-
ing there of live-fire with an of-
ficer going into a school trying 
to track the assailant down, and 
see how they react.”

The school’s auditorium, off-
set from the rest of the school, 
will be used as a lecture area 

see SAMARCAND, page A3

LOOKING BACK AT OUR TEN BIGGEST STORIES 

365 DAYS OF PILOT COVERAGE: A YEAR IN REVIEW

COMPILED BY EDITOR JOHN NAGY   n   FEATURING FILE PHOTOS

Each year The Pilot’s newsroom staff takes a look back at the 10 most significant stories of the prior year. Like most 
“end of the year” lists, the selection process is low on science and high on personal judgment. Unlike last year, when 
this was the top 10 stories other than COVID-19, we included the coronavirus this year. While it continued to be a 
major story, it did not dominate Moore County news like it did the year before. We do not rank any of these stories as 
more important than the other. They’re all important to you — and us — for particular reasons.

YEAR 2 OF COVID: 
VACCINES, MASK BATTLES

On Dec. 18, 2020, FirstHealth 
Intensive Care Unit nurse Lauren 
McDaniel became the first  frontline 
health care worker in Moore County 
to receive a COVID-19 vaccine.

Over the next several months, as 
the supply of Pfizer, Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson coronavirus vac-
cines trickled and then surged in, 
residents flocked to vaccination clin-
ics, drug stores and doctors’ offices 
to gain protection from the pandem-
ic that has reshaped our lives.

As 2021 comes to a close, more than 
54 percent of Moore County’s 100,000 
residents had received the vaccine. 
But the virus had also infected close 
to 15,000 residents and been blamed 
for more than 260 deaths. Most of 
those deaths were among people 
over the age of 65.

COVID also continued to take its 
toll on daily life in Moore County, 
creating another year of adjustment. 
Some events resumed, others were 
rescheduled or canceled. While vac-
cination allowed students to return to 
school and spurred other businesses 
to return to near-normal conditions, 
COVID-created precautions such 
as face masks and social distancing 
continued to drive wedges in the 
community among residents. One’s 
vaccination status had grown to be 
an emblem of identity.

GROWTH, GROWTH, GROWTH

Continuing a trend, Southern Pines saw a large num-
ber of new applications for development of everything 
from apartments to shops to a craft whiskey distillery.

Town officials approved several new projects in 
2021, the biggest of which was a new mixed-use proj-
ect that will be built by the same company that devel-
oped the popular Streets at Southpoint in Durham.

The Southern Pines project, which will be located 
between Morganton Road and U.S. 15-501, is planned 
to include new shopping centers, offices and multi-
family housing. The first phase, expected to break 
ground in coming months, is expected to include 
Moore County’s first Target store and possibly its first 
Publix grocery store. That project comes on top of 
several other smaller developments approved.

Also, a major new apartment complex opened on 
U.S. 15-501 across from Pinecrest High School; large 
new buildings for Pinehurst Medical and Pinehurst 
Surgical Clinics neared completion; and the town ap-
proved plans for the American Whiskey Co. distilled 
spirits campus off U.S. 1 and Yadkin Road.

TOURISM 
ECONOMY BOOMS

If there was a silver lin-
ing — or, rather, a gold lin-
ing — to the coronavirus 
pandemic in Moore County, 
it was the boom in tourism. 
Moore County resorts re-
ported record numbers of 
visitors who played a re-
cord amount of golf and left 
behind millions of dollars 
for the economy.

Until this year, the local 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau had never collected 
$1 million in room tax rev-
enue in the first six months 
of a fiscal year. In 2021, 
they did it in the first four 
months of their fiscal year. 
The amount exceeded pro-
jections by over $336,000.

Resorts reported solid 
bookings, mostly from peo-
ple driving in to play golf. 
Those visits translated into 
spending for everything 
from gasoline to meals in 
local restaurants.

“Overall, the destination 
is doing extremely well,” 
said Phil Werz, president 
and CEO of the Pinehurst, 
Southern Pines, Aberdeen 
Area Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

CONTINUED ON PAGES A5-6


