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OPINION
USGA Adaptive Open 

Advances the Game
The adaptive golf community 

is massive — now, inspiring 

golf is coming to Pinehurst. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING
GOP Needs New Leader
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Fit for a Queen
Pinehurst’s historic 
“Red Brick Cottage” 

gets the royal treatment.

SPORTS
Down to Two
Migliaccio, Schofill 
head to finals in 
Women’s North & South.

88°
71°

MONDAY

Storm Likely
Feels Like: 97°
Precip: 80%
Winds: SSW at 7 mph

89°
72°

TUESDAY

Storm Possible
Feels Like: 40°
Precip: 40%
Winds: SW at 8 mph

91°
72°

Budget 
Review
Begins
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Moore County Schools’ larg-
est local funding increase in 
years will cover many of the 
district’s increased costs in the 
coming school year, but it may 
still have to resort to using sav-
ings to balance its budget.

Schools Superintendent Tim 
Locklair told the Board of 
Education on Monday that the 
$3.45 million increase the coun-
ty commissioners approved 
with their 2022-2023 budget 
last month will pay for the in-
creased salaries of teachers 
and other licensed staff. It will 
also give the district funding to 
comply with the $15 minimum 
hourly wage taking effect for 
North Carolina’s public school 
employees. That new rate pri-
marily applies to unlicensed 
staff like receptionists, custo-
dians and cafeteria workers.

“We’re very appreciative of 
our Board of Commissioners 
and their consideration and 
work with us, and with the 
county manager,” Locklair said. 
“We’re appreciative of their ap-
proved allocated budget that 
allows us to have additional re-
curring revenue.”

Both of those increases have 
been set on the state level, and 
will be partly funded by the state. 
But the district has to come up 
with the money to match those 
increases for employees paid 
through local funds.

District administrators and 
the school board planned for 
that in the original Moore 
County Schools budget adopted 
this spring.

SCHOOL BOARDA DREAM REALIZED

At Open, Connecting, 

Preparing, Adjusting

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

First responders frequently 
say they feel a passion for their 
profession. It’s not enough to 
work holidays, odd hours and 
sometimes long days in taxing 
conditions. They also then turn 
around and do it for free or at 
partial pay on their days off.

From the first moment that 

Samantha Hinson started 
as a volunteer firefighter at 
Westmoore Fire Department, 
pursuing a career in the fire 
service was her ultimate goal. 
At first, she started going 
through classes to become a 
paramedic, but she was drawn 
to firefighting.

“At first, I was testing the wa-
ters to see what it was like, es-

pecially the medical side,” she 
said. “Now I get to do both.”

Full-time department mem-
bers are required to receive 
an EMT certification, on top 
of taking the classes to be an 
eligible candidate for a career 
firefighter.

For Aberdeen Fire and Rescue, She’s a Trailblazer

Samantha Hinson, a 
Westmore native, is the 

first full-time female 
firefighter in Aberdeen 
history. “We do our job 
and have a good time 

doing it,” she says.  
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BY SAM HUDSON
Staff Writer 

About 80 percent of the entries in 
any English dictionary are derived, 
mainly from Latin. Knowing a little 
Latin offers up a key to solving the 
puzzle of a word’s definition.

But more than that, it gives great 
insight into the inner workings of 
words, how they tick and what they 
really are all about. Take the word 
“adapt.” “Ad” means “to” or “toward,” 
and “aptare” means “to prepare,” “to 
connect,” “to adjust.”

On Monday morning at 7:15 on 
Pinehurst Course No. 6, the open-
ing ceremonies of yet another of the 

USGA’s most prestigious champi-
onships begins. It is the inaugural 
Adaptive Open, a national champion-
ship showcasing the world’s best golf-
ers with disabilities. 

This event can be defined as the first 
of its kind; it is a path toward prepa-
ration, connection and adjustment.

The 96 golfers in the field have in-
deed adapted well. 

Adapt: To Prepare
Preparation for the Open involves a 

variety of logistics for the variety of 
athletes.

BY SAM HUDSON
Staff Writer 

Two Aberdeen companies with 
deep roots in the community have 
just sealed a business deal that 
could spark a major change down-
town and in a nearby industrial 
park.

Aberdeen Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
last week closed on the purchase of 
more than 56 acres owned by the 
Aberdeen and Rockfish Railroad 
Co. in the long-promoted but yet-
to-be-used Iron Horse Industrial 

Park.
The 128-acre park, located off 

Carolina Road south of town, has 
long been marketed for industrial 
clients but never landed one. That 
may be about to change soon.

Aberdeen Coca-Cola Bottling 
Co. bought four adjacent parcels 
totaling more than 56 acres for an 
as-yet undisclosed purpose. The 
company paid $715,000, according 
to property records.

“At this time we have not final-
ized our plans,” said bottling com-
pany spokesman Mark Moon, “but 

we are excited about the future 
and the opportunities this acqui-
sition has to offer to the people in 
this area." 

Founded on March 1, 1913, by 
G.C. Seymour, Aberdeen Coca-Cola 
Bottling has been active for over a 
century. It currently operates out of 
buildings on South Street in down-
town Aberdeen. It serves Hoke and 
parts of Moore, Montgomery and 
Richmond counties.

Coca-Cola Bottling Buys 56 Acres in Industrial Park

see SITE, page A12

TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Coca-Cola Bottling’s current location on U.S. 1 is choice 
real estate in Aberdeen’s downtown. 

PHOTOS BY JOSEPH HILL / Special to The Pilot

Alex Fourie, a 29-year-old PGA professional from Knoxville, Tenn., gets course info on the 10th tee ahead of his Saturday 
practice round at the U.S. Adaptive Open, which begins Monday at Pinehurst No. 6. Below, Evan Mathias, 26, of Indianapolis, 
practices his swing on the putting green. 

see OPEN, page A10


