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OPINION
An Eagle and 3 Birdies

On Our Latest Scorecard
Reviewing some good work 

done by the folks and organi-

zations in our community.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Here to Help
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Creative Textures
The Artists League’s May
exhibit features the work

of local artist Kathy Leuck.

SPORTS 
Playoff Perfection
Union Pines and Pinecrest

girls’ soccer teams make their 
way to the playoffs.

84°
60°

MONDAY

Thunderstorm
Feels Like: 79°
Precip: 60%
Winds: SSW at 8 mph

79°
67°

TUESDAY

Parly Cloudy
Feels Like: 90°
Precip: 25%
Winds: WSW at 9 mph

89°
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Plans for
$25M Aid
Proposed

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

More than $25 million in federal coronavirus 
relief funding to Moore County Schools will 
cover wide-ranging expenses over the next 
three years: from activity buses and teacher 
assistants to new running tracks at Pinecrest 
and North Moore high schools.

Administrators told the school board on 
Tuesday that those needs and many others in-
tersect with the directive to spend that money 
on preventing the transmission of COVID-19 
and recovering from the pandemic’s effects 
over the last year.

The district has until May 7 to apply to the 
N.C. Department of Public Instruction with 
an outline of how it plans to use its coronavi-
rus relief funds. The Moore County Board of 
Education got its first view of the proposed 
plan in a special meeting this past week.

Administrators expect $25 million from two 
separate Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief packages to be available 
on July 1. Of that, $7.8 million comes from 
the federal government’s December stimulus 
package and must be spent by Sept. 30, 2023.

Moore County Schools has until Sept. 30, 
2024, to spend the other $17.6 million, which 
comes from the more recent American Rescue 
Plan.

There are some limitations on how the dis-
trict is allowed to use the money, but officials 
are working under a broad interpretation of 
what qualifies as COVID-19 response. School 
districts are required to designate at least 20 
percent of that latest and largest tranche of 

Special Meeting Ends in  
Shouting Match, Protest

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

An otherwise productive discus-
sion of how Moore County Schools 
plans to spend federal COVID-19 
relief funding over the next three 
years adjourned in chaos Tuesday 
after Chair Libby Carter and Vice-
Chair Pam Thompson accused 
board member Robert Levy of 
verbally “attacking” students on a 
local conservative radio show.

Rather than allowing Levy to 
respond, Carter, Thompson and 
board members Ed Dennison and 

Stacey Caldwell voted to adjourn 
the meeting even as Levy and 
board members David Hensley 
and Philip Holmes clamored for 
discussion to continue.

Hensley, Holmes and Levy then 
left the boardroom to join a crowd 
of more than 50 demonstrators 
who had gathered in front of the 
district’s central office in Carthage 
to protest student mask mandates.

Board Tensions Flare
During the time at the end of 

Tuesday’s meeting reserved for 
general comments from board 
members, Thompson referred to 
a secondhand version of remarks 

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

School board member Robert Levy addresses demonstrators outside Moore County Schools Central Offices 
Tuesday. More than 50 turned out to protest the district’s COVID mask policy and vaccination clinics.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: BOARD OF EDUCATION

WALK-IN ACCESS

FirstHealth Expanding Reach of Care Clinics
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

You’ve worked all day, dinner’s on 
the stove, and little Johnny just twist-
ed his ankle taking a half-gainer off 
your backyard swing set. If you’re 
like a growing share of the population, 
your next stop won’t be the ER.

Walk-in care clinics were already 
on a growth trajectory in the decade 
before COVID-19 hit. The pandemic 
only emphasized the need for readily 
available, unscheduled health care de-
livery.

“We have seen a real demand for 

walk-in access to care,” said Dr. Dan 
Barnes, president of FirstHealth 
Physician Group, “especially after 
hours and on weekends. A convenient 
care clinic is great for non-emergency, 
urgent needs.”

FirstHealth of the Carolina is cur-
rently readying its ninth convenient 
care clinic location, at 1690 U.S. 1 in 
Southern Pines, set to open June 1. The 
former Rite Aid storefront is situat-
ed along the area’s most heavily traf-
ficked corridor and will be open 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., seven days a week.

“We see the growth that is coming, 

particularly with several large apart-
ment complexes on that side of the 
Pinehurst Traffic Circle. We felt like 
this was a good spot and having care 
there would be important,” Barnes 
said.

Similar to FirstHealth’s convenient 
care clinics at PineCroft Plaza shop-
ping center in Pinehurst/Taylortown 
and in the Food Lion strip center on 
N.C. 22 in Whispering Pines — the two 
busiest clinics by patient volume — the 
new Southern Pines facility will share 
space with a Family Care practice.

see CLINICS, page A5

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Dr. James Liffrig at FirstHealth’s Convenient 
Care Clinic in Whispering Pines

Ex-Soldier Pleads to Assault of Elderly Couple
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

Jacob Jadon Lee, an ex-para-
trooper who drunkenly assault-
ed the elderly owners of a local 
bed and breakfast, will spend 
the next 12 to 18 years in prison.

Lee, 26, pleaded guilty 
Thursday to assault with a dead-
ly weapon with intent to kill and 
other charges in connection with 
an attack that occurred Feb. 
23, 2020, at Duncraig Manor 
in Southern Pines. Donald and 

Caroline Naysmith, the manor’s 
owners, both suffered serious in-
juries following a break-in at the 
property, where they also live. 

District Attorney Michael 
Hardin, lead prosecutor for the 
case, said Lee, then an active-du-
ty soldier attached to the 82nd 
Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, 
had been drinking with other in-
dividuals in downtown Southern 
Pines on the night of the inci-
dent. A visibly intoxicated Lee 
separated from the group be-

fore walking to Duncraig Manor, 
Hardin said.

Donald Naysmith, 75, testified 
that he heard a loud noise down-
stairs and went to investigate. 
He had interacted with rowdy 
guests at the inn earlier that eve-
ning, and said he assumed they 
were behind the disturbance. 

Instead, he saw Lee stand-
ing amid thousands of dollars 
worth of ransacked property. 
Lee pulled a sconce from the 
wall, which he used to strike 

Naysmith. Lee then dragged 
Naysmith down a hallway lit-
tered with broken glass and oth-
er debris. 

According to findings shared in 
court, Lee later used his hands 
and feet to pummel the unrespon-
sive innkeeper, whose injuries 
included a brain hemorrhage and 
neck lacerations.

Caroline Naysmith, 76, went 
down to check on her husband. 

LEEsee ASSAULT, page A5

see RELIEF, page A14see PROTEST, page A15

 School board members 
violate policy with behind-the-
scenes texts during meetings: 
PAGE A6

 Video footage from end-
of-meeting shouting match, 
protest: ONLINE


