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OPINION
Taking Flight With

An Eagle, Two Birdies
A salute to those selfless
people and organizations

impacting our communities.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Seniors Behaving Badly
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
The Actor, the Baritone
Two performers with

local connections tell of

riding out the pandemic.

SPORTS 
State-Record Performance
Dorsett scores eight 

touchdowns as Mustangs 

top the Bears.
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Workers

Hesitant

For Shot
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

Long-term care workers were among the 
first people eligible for vaccination against 
COVID-19 in Moore County, but many of them 
have yet to receive shots.

An average of only 49 percent of employees 
in nursing homes and assisted living commu-
nities had been vaccinated as of March 31, 
according to data shared by the local health 
department. Some of the lowest vaccination 
rates were reported at facilities where multi-
ple residents died amid coronavirus outbreaks 
last year. 

The department’s data showed that just 
26 percent of staff were vaccinated at The 
Greens, a Pinehurst nursing home that is cur-
rently experiencing its third outbreak. Over 
100 infections and 15 coronavirus-related 
deaths are linked to a previous outbreak at the 
facility.

Three assisted living communities — Fox 
Hollow Senior Living, Magnolia Gardens and 
The Coventry — were tied for the lowest per-
centage of vaccinated staff members. Only 25 
percent of employees at each facility had been 
vaccinated, according to the data.

People who work or live in long-term care 
settings first became eligible for shots in 
December through the federal Pharmacy 
Partnership Program. Vaccination clinics have 
since been held at every nursing home and as-
sisted living campus in the county.

“As individuals, the employees can decline to 
be vaccinated,” Robert Wittmann, director of 
the Health Department, said during Monday’s 
meeting of the Moore County Board of Health. 
“The employees all have an opportunity to be 
vaccinated, but there is no requirement for a 
facility to have 100 percent of its staff vacci-
nated.”

Tara Plantation, an assisted living communi-
ty in Carthage, is the only local facility with 
a fully vaccinated staff. Seven Lakes Assisted 
Living and Memory Care is a close second, 
with 98 percent of its employees vaccinated. 

“Based on what I’ve seen, I think they feel 
like there’s not enough research or they’re 

VACCINE RESISTANCE

Local Musicians Tuning 
Up as Shows Resume
BY MARY MOORE

Staff Writer

Local musicians are taking to 
the stage again as Moore County’s 
bars, restaurants and theaters 
open their doors to increasingly 
larger crowds.

Restrictions on capacity and 
curfews are easing, and some 
live music venues have booked 
performers for the entire season. 
Musicians are just as eager to fill 

their calendars with shows, espe-
cially those who were left unem-
ployed by the pandemic. 

“To say that we had a tough year 
is quite the understatement,” said 
local musician Bobby Hancock 
of Whiskey Pines, first place win-
ner of the Pilot’s 2020 Best of The 
Pines award for a musical group. 
“Not only were we bored out of our 
minds, we were broke, felt empty 
from the lack of self expression — 

and gratification — one gets from 
playing music in front of hundreds 
of people.”

While Hancock had a daytime 
job, his partner Tim Stelmat relied 
on unemployment benefits. It was 
pennies to the dollar of what they 
normally earned, said Hancock. 
At the start of 2020, the band had 
been gearing up for what promised 

see MUSICIANS, page A4
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Clockwise, from left, Faith Bardill in the recording studio; Whiskey Pines playing a gig; the outdoor concert 
patio at The Jefferson Inn in downtown Southern Pines

THE STATE OF PLAY

Southern Pines 
Council Reviews 
Budget Proposal

BY LAURA DOUGLAS

Staff Writer

The Southern Pines Town Council took an 
initial look at funding priorities for the com-
ing year during a daylong budget retreat held 
Wednesday. Town Manager Reagan Parsons 
laid out a preliminary draft budget based on a 
flat tax rate of 40 cents.

The annual tax rate has varied between 34 
cents and 40 cents since 2006. 

Parsons noted that an increase of 2.74 per-
cent over last year’s property valuation by 
Moore County is indicative of the ongoing, 
steady growth the town has experienced in re-
cent years. The flipside of that development, 
however, has put pressure on town services 
and, as a result, the need to hire additional mu-
nicipal staff in the planning department. The 
town’s fire and police departments would also 
like to see more resources allocated to fill out 

see VACCINE, page A6

see BUDGET, page A5

NO TAX INCREASE

SECOND CHANCE

Bill Restricting Tree Removal 
Ordinances Emerges Anew

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

A bill that would trim back local governments’ 
authority to regulate the removal of trees from pri-
vate property resurfaced in the General Assembly 
this past week.

State Rep. Jamie Boles, who represents most of 
Moore County, is one of the primary sponsors who 
introduced the bill on Monday. Titled “Property 
Owners’ Rights/Tree Ordinances,” the bill is simi-
lar to one introduced in April 2019 that listed state 
Sen. Tom McInnis as one of its co-sponsors.

The earlier bill drew support from developers, 
while opposition came from both environmental 
groups and organizations like the N.C. League of 
Municipalities that framed it as an attempt to ar-
rogate the authority of local governments. But it 
was hastily withdrawn from consideration due to 
a nearly even split on the issue among legislators.

The bill now under consideration comes amid 

Pinehurst’s ongoing revision of how its own de-
velopment ordinances deal with clear-cutting and 
buffering on residential lots. Like the previous 
version, the legislation would also prevent cities 
and counties from adopting ordinances to protect 
trees from development unless they receive ex-
plicit authorization from the General Assembly in 
the form of a local bill. 

State Reps. Howard Hunter, who represents 
Gates, Howard and Pasquotank counties; Mark 
Brody, who represents Anson and Union counties; 
and Timothy Moffitt, who represents Henderson 
County, are also listed as primary sponsors along 
with Boles.

Counties and municipalities’ existing tree ordi-
nances would be invalidated under the proposed 
legislation, with the exception of the 40 or so where 
those ordinances have already been adopted with 
General Assembly approval.

see REMOVAL, page A3

“Not only were we bored out of our minds, we were broke, felt 
empty from the lack of self expression and gratification one 
gets from playing music in front of hundreds of people.”

-Bobby Hancock, Whiskey Pines


