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OPINION
Uncertainty Still 

For Village Park
After 20 years, it’s long past time 
to figure out what to do with this 
recreational space.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
To the Rescue
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
A ‘Darkly Beautiful Ride’ 
On ‘Jekyll and Hyde’
Imagine Youth Theater 
presents a pre-Halloween 
musical treat next weekend. 

SPORTS 
Staying Focused
Patriots get back on track 
with 47-3 win over Cavaliers.

84°
63°

MONDAY

Sunny, Warm
Feels Like: 82°
Precip: 25%
Winds: SSW at 6 mph

81°
63°

TUESDAY

Cloudy, Storms
Feels Like: 86°
Precip: 61%
Winds: S at 5 mph

76°
62°

Historic 
Property 
Protected

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

For all the growth that has gone on 
in Southern Pines in recent years, one 
of its hallmarks is a vast spread large-
ly untouched by time — and it will re-
main so.

The historic Walthour-Moss 
Foundation, created decades ago as a 
preserve and escape for the equestri-
an community, granted a conservation 
easement last week to the U.S. Forest 
Service, guaranteeing the foundation’s 
several thousand acres of native eco-
system will be protected from devel-
opment pressures that are just a mile 
down the road.

Southern Pines’ population has qua-
drupled since Ginnie and Pappy Moss 
first set out to establish a permanent 
playground for horse and hound. Just 
a mile or so from the town limits, in the 
near-silence of the towering longleaf 
pines, you’d never know you’re near so 
many people. 

That’s a testament to the success the 
Walthour-Moss Foundation has had in 
preserving the Mosses’ vision and ex-
panding the foundation lands to nearly 
4,200 acres.

The foundation comprises much of 
the area between Youngs Road, May 
Street and U.S. 1, along with what’s 
known as Horse Country between 
Southern Pines and Vass. 

WALTHOUR-MOSS

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The State Bureau of Investigation is 
assisting with the Moore County Schools 
Police and Moore County Sheriff’s 
Office investigation of a threat leveled 
against school board members in early 
September.  

Moore County Schools Police Chief 
Arthur Frye reported the threat to the 
SBI on Sept. 13, under advice from the 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Frye filed a formal incident report on 
Sept. 21, two weeks after someone report-
edly left a threatening after-hours voice-
mail on the district’s human resources 
line.

Moore County Schools has not disclosed 
the nature of the threat, but board mem-
ber Robert Levy has reported that the 
sender referred to student mask man-
dates around the district. 

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

Possession of a breakthrough controlled sub-
stance that is “spreading like wildfire” soon will 
have a harsher penalty, according to Moore 
County Sheriff Ronnie Fields.

State Sen. Tom McInnis, whose district in-
cludes Moore, Richmond, Scotland and Anson 
counties, was a primary sponsor for Senate Bill 
321, which reclassifies possession of substances 
like fentanyl and some of its derivatives as a 
more serious offense. 

The change bumps up such possession to a 
felony. Gov. Roy Cooper signed the bill into law 
last month.

“Anytime you can increase the severity of a 
charge, it’s a plus for us. We started having a 
lot of issues with a lot of the overdose deaths,” 
Fields said. “It’s a deterrent somewhat to some 
of the people out here, so hopefully they won’t 
mess with it.”

The sheriff said that talks with his office 
and McInnis led to legislation making fentan-
yl possession more severe. The change comes 
as the synthetic opioid grows more available. 
Fentanyl, a pain relieving narcotic, has led to 
a large number of drug overdose deaths state-
wide in recent years.

“Fentanyl and opioids are killing our citizens 
and ravaging our communities, splitting up 
families and taking children from their parents 
at a far too early age,” McInnis said. 

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

The delicate white blooms on Lee 
Gulley’s camellia plants are just a bonus. 
The real treasure is the new growth shoots 
at the top of his ornamental evergreens.

“It’s the tip and the top two leaves, that’s 
what you pick,” said Gulley, who is build-
ing a fledgling farm-to-cup tea leaf enter-
prise. He’s cultivated about 500 plants on 
his Lobelia property so far.

Growing tea wasn’t on his radar a few 
years back when he visited the Fayetteville 
Camellia Festival. But during the event, 
his family participated in a Japanese tea 
ceremony and Gulley was smitten.

Black tea, green tea, oolong tea and 

white tea are considered the four true teas. 
What’s remarkable is they’re all produced 
from the same species, the common tea 
plant or Camellia sinensis.

“I had always liked tea and they had a few 
tea plants for sale at the festival. Slowly I 
began to build up a collection and started 
doing more research. North Carolina is 
about as far north as you can go to success-
fully raise a tea crop.”

A landscaper by trade, Gulley has lived 
in the area since the 1980s. His brother 
owns Gulley’s Garden Center in downtown 
Southern Pines. Both grew up in tobacco 
country in Edgecombe County.

SBI Assisting Investigation Into Threat

“

“
SBI possesses 
capabilities for 
assessing threats 
that are not 
available to local 
law enforcement. 

Catherine Murphy

MCS Communications

see THREAT, page A6

BUMPER TO BUMPER

see PROTECTED, page A16

Charges Now 

More Severe

FENTANYL POSSESSION

see FENTANYL, page A6

His Business Is Farm to Cup
READING THE TEA LEAVES

see TEA, page A18

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS

At Lee Gully’s 
Pinehurst 
Tea Garden 
in Lobellia, 
camellia 
sinensis
is grown and 
produced 
organically. 

TED FITZGERALD/
The Pilot 

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Big and little kids muscle through a traffic jam at the 74th annual Moore County Agricultural Fair, which ran from Tuesday 
through Saturday at the Moore County Agricultural Fairgrounds in Carthage. SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE A17


