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OPINION
After the Pandemic: 

Here We Go Now
It’s time we learn 
to live with what
we can’t rise above.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Not Meeting Expectations
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Adventure Under the Sea
Ariel and friends return 
next weekend in IYT’s
‘The Little Mermaid Jr.’

SPORTS
Sorenstam Plans Return 
The champ will return to Pine 
Needles, the site of her 1996 
U.S. Women’s Open win.
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Sunny
Feels Like: 70°
Precip: 4%
Winds: SSW at 6 mph
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Cloudy
Feels Like: 73°
Precip: 19%
Winds: S at 9 mph
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Village
Seeking
Input

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Pinehurst leaders have de-
cided to collect additional feed-
back from the public before 
moving forward with plans that 
would influence development in 
two small but critical areas of 
the village for decades to come. 

The so-called Small Area 
Plans provide a framework for 
growth in Pinehurst South and 
Village Place over the next 30 
to 50 years. The plans were 
drafted by Design Collective, 
a Baltimore consulting firm, 
based on recommendations in-
cluded in the comprehensive 
plan adopted by the Village 
Council in 2019. 

The plans, which propose 
standards for streets and build-
ings that are meant to align 
with the overall character of 
the village, are not set in stone. 
But they could eventually form 
the basis for codes that strictly 
regulate the types of develop-
ment allowed in the two areas. 
Plans for Pinehurst South cov-
er a 300-acre commercial area 
around N.C. 5, while plans for 
Village Place focus on the 100-
acre Rattlesnake Trail corridor 
off N.C. 211. 

Addressing the council 
during a work session earli-
er this month, Darryn Burich, 
planning and inspections direc-
tor for the village, explained 
that the plans offer a “vision of 
what could be for future devel-
opment in the areas.” 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

BY EVEY WEISBLAT 
Staff Writer

It will now be easier for Moore County 
residents to see the positive impact 
their recycling habits have on their 
communities.

The Moore County Solid Waste 
Department is teaming up with the 
county’s glass recycler, Strategic 
Materials Incorporated, to offer the 
chance at scoring a sizable donation to 

the Northern Moore Family Resource 
Center in Robbins.

SMI will make a donation to the non-
profit organization if residents can 
come up with 70 tons of glass recycling 
before Earth Day on April 22. Once SMI 
gets the glass, it will transport it to its 
facility in Wilson to make new products 
in North Carolina. 

Recycler to Pitch In for Local Nonprofit
Jack Williams empties 
a barrel of glass into a 
colorful container that  
just arrived at the West 
End collection site, on 
Love Grove Church 
Road. 

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilotsee RECYCLING, page A7

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Moore County’s coronavirus death toll 
surpassed 300 this past week, a grim 
counterpoint to the area’s steadily im-
proving testing and hospitalization met-
rics.

At least 307 deaths are now linked 
to Moore County, with fatal infections 
accounting for about 1.2 percent of all 
COVID-19 cases recorded by the local 
health department since the start of the 
pandemic.

More than 40 residents died of the dis-
ease in the first six weeks of 2022 alone, 
an uptick owing to the highly contagious 
Omicron variant. 

The Moore County Health Department 
reported 26 deaths in January, making it 
the third deadliest month of the pandem-
ic to date. Four of the 18 deaths report-
ed so far this month occurred on Feb. 7 
— the largest single-day tally in recent 
memory.

Matt Garner, interim director of the 
health department, said 25 of the 44 res-

idents who perished over the past two 
months were older than 75. Twelve of 
the residents were in the “65 to 74 age 
group,” Garner said, and five of the res-
idents were in the “50 to 64 age group.”

Two of the recent deaths involved resi-
dents in the “25 to 49 age group,” accord-
ing to Garner. They include a man who 
died on Jan. 29 and a woman who died on 
Feb. 10. 

Despite the increase in deaths, the 
spread of the virus has slowed in recent 
weeks. 

The health department reported a mov-
ing, daily average of 39 new infections 
for the seven days ending Friday, down 
from an average of 64 cases a week ear-
lier. 

In January, the department logged a re-
cord daily average of 441 cases.

About 22.2 percent of coronavirus tests 
administered in the county were return-
ing positive on Friday, a 7 percent de-
crease from the previous week. 

CASES TRENDING LOWER

Moore County’s Coronavirus Death Total Tops 300

see INPUT, page A4

see TOLL, page A7

BY EVEY WEISBLAT
Staff Writer

The resignation this past week 
of Moore County Commissioner 
Louis Gregory left important 
roles for his fellow commission-
ers and Republicans to fill.

Gregory, who cited health rea-
sons for stepping down from 
the board, had been the com-
missioners’ vice chairman. On 
Tuesday, the remaining commis-
sioners tapped Commissioner 

Catherine Graham to serve in 
that capacity.

A former clerk of court and 
Carthage town commissioner, 
Graham was first elected to the 
board in 2014 and ran unop-
posed in 2018. She is only the 
fourth woman in Moore County 
to serve on the county board 
and made history, in 2016, as 
the first woman elected county 
chairman.

Gregory, a Republican, had 

initially planned to step down 
on March 1. Had he stuck to 
his original date, the local 
Democrat and Republican par-
ties would have picked their 
own candidates — absent any 
public input — to face off for his 
seat in a November election.

Graham, who has also served 
as vice chair in the past, will as-
sume the role again until the end 

Graham Replaces Gregory as Vice Chair on Board

see CHAIR, page A7

WINTER BLOOMS

JOSEPH HILL / Special to The Pilot

Pansies bring a touch of spring color to Broad Street, near the Southern Pines Welcome Center. 

Nick Picerno, 
chosen to fill 
Gregory’s seat 
by the local 
Republican Party, 
is expected to 
be appointed by 
commissioners in 
the next couple 
of weeks.


