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OPINION
Sharing the Love

For Good Deeds
Birdies to these community

members for their selfless
acts of thoughtfulness.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Long Time to Normal?
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
To the Very End
Special couples like Tom

and Betty Hurst are the

embodiment of true love.

SPORTS 
A Different Start
Football teams in Moore 

County open a different type 

of preseason practice.
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Builder’s Suit Alleges $3 Million Contract Breach
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

The contractor in charge of building two Moore 
County elementary schools has filed a $3 million 
breach of contract lawsuit against the Board of 
Education.

J.M. Thompson Co. is seeking payment of about 
$1.5 million left unpaid in the construction con-
tracts of both the McDeeds Creek and Aberdeen 
elementary schools, according to a complaint filed 
Jan. 25 in Wake County Superior Court.

Though the schools were able to open to students 
as originally projected, Moore County Schools has 
withheld funds on the basis of significant delays 
throughout both projects. 

Suit Alleges Schools Prolonged Timeline
The Moore County Board of Education awarded a 

$25.3 million building contract to J.M. Thompson, 
which has its headquarters in Cary, for the con-
struction of McDeeds Creek in December 2017. 
Work began on Camp Easter Road in early 2018, 
and McDeeds Creek opened to students in August 
2019. 

J.M. Thompson was also the lowest bidder for the 
construction of Moore County Schools’ next major 
project: the new Aberdeen elementary school off 
N.C. 5. The $27.1 million building contract for that 
school was awarded in August 2018.

Legal filings list Aug. 14, 2020 as the date that 
Moore County Schools formally closed out both 
contracts. The company says that they’ve been 
paid just under $24 million of the McDeeds Creek 
contract, and $25.6 million for Aberdeen. J.M. 
Thompson is now suing for the balance of both con-
tracts, as well as an additional $150,000 in change 
orders related to the McDeeds Creek project that 
went over and above the budgeted contingency. 
Thompson is demanding that the case be decided 
by a jury trial.

In the suit, the company also accuses the schools 
of prolonging the final stages of the McDeeds Creek 
project. 

Whether or not a contract has been completely 
fulfilled is typically determined on a final walk-
through of the building, where any deficiencies are 

see BREACH, page A12

Woodlake 

Faces New

Court Sale
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

Key pieces of the Woodlake community will 
be auctioned off later this month on the steps 
of the Moore County Courthouse, setting the 
stage for new ownership at the troubled coun-
try club community.

The only serious bidder at the foreclo-
sure sale is expected to be Atlantic National 
Capital, which currently holds the deed of trust 
for Woodlake. The company is led by Keith 
Allison, a local businessman who has owned 
property in Woodlake for about 25 years.

llya Steiner, a German investor who bought 
Woodlake from another German investor at a 
previous auction in 2015, no longer has a stake 
in the gated community, according to Allison. 

“There was an agreement reached between 
our venture capital company and Steiner and 
all Steiner-related companies to clear up all 
matters that involved Steiner and Woodlake, 
and any interest that he may have had in 
Woodlake,” said Allison, who added that he 
could not go into specifics about the arrange-
ment because of a non-disclosure agreement. 

With Steiner out of the picture, Atlantic 
National Capital company is likely to gain 
ownership of all real property belonging to 
Woodlake Country Club Corp., the organiza-
tion that most recently owned the community.

“That clears the way for development,” 
Allison said. “Right now, there’s over 500 lots 
in there ready for development, which has 
been held up for years now. The lack of devel-
opment means a lack of property taxes and a 
lack of revenues to the homeowners’ associ-
ation. I think that new ownership could work 
with the county commissioners to work out an 
economic development plan for Woodlake that 
would be beneficial to the county and benefi-
cial for the residents.”

Woodlake has gone through multiple owners 
and two bankruptcies since it was constructed 
in the 1970s. The subdivision was built around 
Lake Surf, an impoundment created by an 
earthen dam that was plagued with structural 
deficiencies, according to multiple safety no-
tices issued over the years by the state.

Lake Surf was drained after the dam’s spill-

FORECLOSURE AUCTION

Habitat Donation Goes 
To the Highest Bidder

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

In 15 years working with Habitat for 
Humanity of the Sandhills, Dondi Jones 
has seen a lot of interesting donations. 
This week he landed the biggest one yet.

“A gentleman stopped by and said he 
wanted to donate a sailboat. He is a truck 
driver and told me he didn’t have his ‘sea 
legs’ anymore,” Jones said. “Rather than 
have it sit, he brought it to us.”

The 2005 26-foot MacGregor sailboat, 
with a six-person cabin and motor, is be-
ing auctioned online, as is. The starting 
bid is set at $10,000, and there is a Buy 
Now option for $20,000. The auction ends 
Monday, Feb. 15.

Amie Fraley, Habitat’s executive di-
rector, said the online auction uses the 

THEIR SHIP CAME IN

see DONATION, page A4
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The lead-up this past week to Valentine’s Day saw a flurry of business for local retailers and flower stores. 
Cards, balloons and flowers in all shades and manner of red and pink were flying out the doors. 

RED-LETTER DAY

Midwinter Is ‘Happy’ 
for Carthage Resident

BY SUSAN CAMPBELL
Special to The Pilot

It has been almost a decade since 
the last report of a hummingbird 
in the Sandhills during the colder 
months. But here it is, midwinter 
in downtown Carthage, and Iris 
Strother has a small visitor.

Strother, a Providence Place res-
ident, had been dutifully providing 
for an unknown species of humming-
bird visiting her feeders for some 
time. Apparently, the hummingbird 
had come in and overlapped with the 
last of the migrating ruby-throateds.

Strother was unaware of the bird’s 
identity and had no idea that she was 
hosting a tiny visitor that had ar-
rived from hundreds of miles to the 
northwest.

I was informed about this situation 
by a Wake County bird friend who 
knows the 92-year-old hostess’ son, 
Jon. I made plans for a visit.

On Wednesday, Feb. 3, I arrived at 
Iris’ apartment and, with help from 
Weymouth Woods staff member 
Sam Gorewich, quickly trapped and 
affixed a unique band on a beautiful 
female rufous hummingbird.

While fitting the bird with its 
unique bracelet and collecting all the 
necessary data, Strother decided to 
refer to her from now on as “Happy.” 
After resting in Strother’s palm for 
about a minute, Happy was on her 
way, back to bug hunting around the 
nearby pond, no doubt. Strother was, 
herself, ecstatic to get to know her 

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS
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TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Habitat’s executive director, Amie Fraley, 
with ReStore senior manager, Dondi 
Jones, with the 26-foot MacGregor sail-
boat that is being auctioned this week.


