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OPINION
Birdies Abound 

For This Round
Efforts by local people, 

teams and businesses make 

Moore a better place to live.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Not a Partisan Attack
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Storyteller Kicks Off

New Weymouth Series
Mitch Capel’s “Gran’daddy 
Junebug” will lead storytime.  

SPORTS
Bogeys Bring the Brooms
First-year baseball team 

clinches the title in a two-game 

sweep at home. 

87°
74°

MONDAY

More Storms Likely
Feels Like: 101°
Precip: 92%
Winds: SSW at 8 mph

93°
73°

TUESDAY

Clouds Clear
Feels Like: 99°
Precip: 15%
Winds: SW at 7 mph

94°
73°

Planning
Begins for
New Park

BY EVEY WEISBLAT 
Staff Writer 

Within a year, residents will be 
able to enjoy a new public park in 
the form of the Whitehall Tract, 157 
acres of pristinely preserved long-
leaf pine forest in Southern Pines. 

Abutting the town’s Reservoir 
Park, Whitehall will add 2 miles of 
additional walking trails to Southern 
Pines’ extensive greenway trail sys-
tem. The town purchased the tract 
in December 2020 for $1.6 million 
and completed the transaction this 
past spring. 

The real work of bringing vision 
to reality is underway and expected 
to take six months, Assistant Town 
Manager Jessica Roth told the Town 
Council last week. 

The town is contracting with land-
scape architectural firm CPL and 
subcontracting with Creech and 
Associates.

Among other things, the planning 
process will 
give commu-
nity members 
and stakehold-
ers a chance to 
offer feedback 
and share their 
aspirations for 
the new public 
park. 

“This is real-
ly exciting to 
me, and I like 
the way y’all 
are doing this 
because you're 

getting input from lots and lots and 
lots of people, because this is open 
to lots and lots and lots of people,” 
Mayor Carol Haney said at the 
council meeting. 

“It was wonderful that it came 
before (us), it’s wonderful that we 
moved forward and purchased it, 
and now we just need to do it right. 
. . . So we do have a lot of responsi-
bility to make sure that we do this 
right.”

WHITEHALL TRACT

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The Pinehurst Village Council on 
Tuesday approved a zoning amend-
ment that will clear the way for 
Pinehurst Resort and Country Club 
to build a parking garage on Carolina 
Vista Drive.

According to documents shared with 
the council ahead of the meeting, the 

area was previously approved for 
“privately owned surface parking to 
accommodate recreational facilities 
(golfing, tennis, pool complex, etc.) and 
(a) clubhouse.” The new zoning, unan-
imously approved by the council fol-
lowing a public hearing, allows for the 
addition of a two-level parking facility.

The proposed facility would include 
a subterranean level with space for 156 

vehicles, while the above-ground lev-
el would accommodate 148 vehicles. 
The site, which is accessible from the 
Carolina vista Traffic Circle, is already 
used for surface parking.

About 123 of the site’s existing park-
ing spaces would be retained, provid-
ing a total of 504 spaces. 

Village Approves Parking Deck at Resort

RENDERING COURTESY OF KOONTZ JONES DESIGNsee DECK, page A6

BY SAM HUDSON
Staff writer

Mozart was likely the most famous 
7-year-old in history. Then there’s 
King Tut, Shirley Temple, and who 
could ever forget Drew Barrymore 
as Gertie in “E.T.”?

Moore County’s Emmett Miller 
could soon be added to that list.

Though no great composer, boy king 
or child screen star, this Carthage 
7-year-old has a hair-raising story. 
The long and wavy road for this ris-
ing second-grader commenced on 
July 24, when Emmett’s haircut be-
came one of the top 25 mullets in the 
United States.

Rock on.

Ancient Roots, or 
Emmett’s Vision?

While its name is relatively new, 
the distinct hairstyle that is short in 
front and long in the back has been 
a mainstay for centuries. In Homer’s 
“Iliad,” the spearmen have “their 
forelocks cropped, hair grown long 
at the back.” At the hottest place to 
be seen around town in those days — 
the Colosseum and its chariot races 
— the obnoxious Roman sports fans 
rocked the style.

The 6th-century scholar Procopius 
described the ’do as “cut off in front 

back to the temples leaving the part 
behind to hang down to a very great 
length in a senseless fashion.”

Fast-forward to recent times. 
Like many families during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Millers 
didn’t get their hair cut. Most plac-
es were closed anyway, giving 
carte blanche to countless men 
who let the cabbage grow.

“Emmett was 5 at the time and 
he didn’t mind growing it out,” his 
mom, Abby, said.

When the barbershops and 
salons finally opened back up, 
Emmett had come up with a big 
idea. He suggested, proudly, that 
maybe he could get his hair cut 
in the front “so he could see,” but 
keep it long in the back.

Dude.

Emmett Learns a Word 
While the cut has a long, dis-

tinguished and, at times knotty 
history, The Beastie Boys were 
the first to use the word “mul-
let” in their 1994 song “Mullet 
Head,” combining it with a de-
scription of the haircut: “num-
ber one on the side and don't 
touch the back, number six on 

THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT

Emmett Rocks the 
Mullet; Fame Flows

see MULLET, page A6

see WHITEHALL, page A7

“

“
We do 
have a lot of 
responsibility 
to make sure 
that we do 
this right.

Carol Haney

Southern Pines 
Mayor

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

Finding a tee time at certain local courses this week 
might be hard to come by with the world’s top youth 
golfers in town for the annual U.S. Kids Golf World 
Championships.

For the 17th straight year, courses in Pinehurst and the 
surrounding area will host the more than 2,000 golfers 
from more than 50 countries competing in champion-
ships that bring a bump to the local economy during an 
otherwise slow time for tourism.

Two new elements have been added to the champion-
ships this year.

Like many professional tournaments, the world cham-
pionships allow for a Monday qualifier for players with 
family members who are serving or have served in the 
military. This qualifier is being put on by the Veterans 
Golf Association, based in Pinehurst.

The one-day qualifier for the U.S. Kids Golf World 
Championship on Monday at Longleaf Golf and Family 
Club allows eligible players with immediate family 
members who have military connections entry into the 
playing field of their age division.

All qualifying players will receive a special VGA 
golf bag, golf shirt and hat, and will lead the Parade of 
Nations, which will be held on Tuesday through down-
town Pinehurst. 

Competition Returns for 17th Year
KIDS GOLF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Teens get in some practice rounds on Tuesday at Pinehurst 
Resort and Country Club.    see CHAMPIONSHIPS, page A7

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

An access point to the 2-mile 
Whitehall Trail on the newly ac-
quired 175-acre parkland


