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OPINION
Dempsey Made a

Stronger Community
John Dempsey’s tenure has 
been a success in expansion, 
development and growth.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Questions on Rentals
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
World War II Exhibits

Honor Heroes
Fayetteville museum 
features new items, on 
display through Nov. 13

BUSINESS
Mapping the Landscape 
Locally based business works 
to solve topographical riddles.

Printed on
100% recycled

paper

Copyright 2022 

The Pilot

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Cloudy

Feels Like: 88°
Precip: 2%
Winds: NNW at 
7 mph

SATURDAY

84°
64°

Spotty Storms

Feels Like: 86°
Precip: 25%
Winds: S at 
8 mph

83°
67°

Rain

Feels Like: 84°
Precip: 88%
Winds: ENE at 
7 mph

82°

69°

Storms Likely

Feels Like: 88°
Precip: 88%
Winds: SSE at 
5 mph

84°
68°
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Schools
Redirect 
Funding

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools will use 
COVID-19 relief funds to pay 
stipends to elementary teachers 
who complete required reading 
training over the next two years.

Last week, the Board of 
Education approved an updat-
ed spending plan for that mon-
ey, which came to the schools 
through several rounds of fed-
eral stimulus funding called 
Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief.

The new plan was adopted on a 
5-2 vote. It reflects savings over 
the first year of that funding, 
and redirects $2.3 million to a 
combination of the stipends, new 
computers for second-through-
fifth-graders and startup ex-
penses for the Connect Virtual 
Academy.

Board members Robert Levy 
and David Hensley voted against 
the plan, maintaining that the 
proposed spending was inconsis-
tent with the board’s previously 
established priorities.

“There is always a good thing 
that needs to be done,” said 
Levy, referring to the proposed 
stipends. “But we have to set 
priorities, and we have to stick 
to those priorities.” 

FEDERAL AID 

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Taylortown Pool and Park hosted “Soulful Sundaze” last weekend with food, vendors, 
local artists, games and swimming. The group “Eclectic Soul,” made up of Ajahnah, 
Elasha and Aleigha Lambert, above, headlined the event. Right, Lebra Lambert helps 
her brother Elyon, 5, into the pool; Jennifer Hill gives her sister Na’Lyah, 3, a quick 
swimming lesson. 

BY MAGGIE BEAMGUARD
Editor, Seven Lakes Insider

You’ve got to have the right ears to pick out fruit. Ears like 
13-year-old Tryston Cummings.

Tryston has a natural talent for fruit selection that has been 
developed over a lifetime spent at his mother’s side as she runs 
Andrews Farm Produce.

“There is one man — he won’t even buy a watermelon unless 
Tryston is here to pick it out,” says A.J. Andrews.

Anyone looking for that perfect melon can seek Tryston’s ex-
pertise at the new location of Andrews Farm Produce at 115 
Grant St.

The Andrews family has been selling 
locally grown produce for over 20 years. 
The business was first located on Hoffman 
Road. After 10 years, a road-widening 
project pushed them toward West End, 
where they sold fruits and vegetables for 
the last 12 years.

But the white, open-air stand with 
a green porch roof on N.C. 211 now 
stands empty, the casualty of yet anoth-
er road-widening project. The state has 
been acquiring properties along the 211 
corridor in preparation for the road’s 
eventual expansion, including the prop-
erty that Andrews had rented. “They are 
bumping us up the road,” she said. 

Wanting to stay in the area, Andrews 
found available space in the Seven Lakes Business Center, 
about 1.5 miles west.

“We have our regular customers. Some people come every 
day. And I wanted to stay for them,” she said.

It feels bittersweet to be leaving the location on 211 after a 
dozen years. During that time, her son went from playing in 
the playpen behind the counter to selling produce behind it. 
Tryston spent so much time at work with his mother that he 
became a stand mascot of sorts. Andrews says longtime cus-
tomers ask, “Is that the same little boy?” 

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

When Pinecrest’s football team takes 
the field Friday night for its season open-
er, the field will be in pristine condition, 
but it won’t be the artificial playing sur-
face that many believed the Patriots 
would be playing on this fall.

In March, the Pinecrest Athletic Club’s 
gift of a fully funded artificial turf play-
ing surface worth $850,000 was accept-

ed by the Moore County Schools Board 
of Education. Coupled with the field up-
grade was the district’s planned reno-
vation of the school’s running track sur-
rounding the field. The bidding process 
for the track set back the timeline for the 
upgrades at John W. Williams Stadium. 

The previous completion date of late sum-
mer for the field is now set for next April.

“They’re going to start construction 
immediately following the football sea-
son, the end of November, somewhere 

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY 
Staff Writer

Herman Thompson, a 
trail-blazing Southern Pines law-
yer who received advice from 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
as a young civil rights organizer, 
died Saturday. He was 91.

For many years, Thompson 
was the only 
Black lawyer in 
Moore County. 
He grew up in 
Missouri and be-
came involved 
with the St. 
Louis chapter of 
the NAACP and 
the Congress of 

Racial Equality in the 1960s.
Two days after King delivered 

his “I Have a Dream” speech on 
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial 
in 1963, Thompson participated 
in a series of protests against 
discriminatory hiring practices 
at a St. Louis bank. Thompson 
was later sentenced to 60 days in 
jail and fined $500 for his role in 
the demonstrations.

He would spend only a couple 
of weeks behind bars before the 
conviction was overturned by an 
appellate court. 

The $850,000 project funded by the Pinecrest Athletic Club is now set to be 
completed in April. Construction could start right after football season. 

Pinecrest Turf Installation Delayed to Winter

see TURF, page A8

Thompson

An Advocate 

For Rights

‘A LEGEND TO US’ NEW LOCATION FOR FRESH PRODUCE

Farm Stand Makes Way for Highway

see STAND, page A8see THOMPSON, page A4

THOMPSON

“

“
We’re going 
to be open 
year-round 
because 
we’re not 
outside in 
the open air 
anymore.

A.J. Andrews

Farm stand owner

A.J. Andrews and 
her son Tryston 
Cummings, 13, 
at the stand’s 
new location in 
the Seven Lakes 
Business Center

MAGGIE BEAMGUARD/ 
The Pilot

see FUNDING, page A8

TAYLORTOWN PARK HOSTS SUNDAY EVENT


