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OPINION
Politics in School

Just Divide Us All
It’s making us forget
that students just want to learn, 
teachers just want to teach.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Tell us More
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
First Supporting,

Now Starring
Former part-timer Kevin
Dietzel is the new executive
director at the Sunrise Theater.

SPORTS
The Year in Sports
Champs were crowned.
Local history was made.

67°
32°

MONDAY

Sunny and Colder
Feels Like: 45°
Precip: 0%
Winds: N at 8 mph

45°
24°

TUESDAY

Mostly Sunny
Feels Like: 50°
Precip: 4%
Winds: E at 5 mph

49°
31°

TH E  P I L O T ’S  AN N U A L  NE W S M A K E R  O F  T H E  YE A R:  2021

G R E A T        D I V I D ETHE POLARIZATION 
OF EDUCATION 

T
he task is a routine one in the 
Moore County Schools Human 
Resources office: Play back the 

voicemail on a general department line 
and jot down the messages.

The calls are typically mundane: in-
quiries about jobs, employee questions 
about benefits. So the message left on 
Tuesday, Sept. 7, around 5:30 in the af-
ternoon was virtually unprecedented.

The 44-second, obscenity-strewn mes-
sage left by a female caller protested 
the school district’s ongoing face cov-
ering requirements for students during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The tone was 
vaguely menacing, even aside from sev-
en uses of extreme profanity, and com-
parison of the district’s administration 
and school board members to Nazis.

In retribution for the mask mandates, 
the caller threatened to “find your hous-
es” and promised “we’re not going to 
play nice.”

Two weeks after the threatening phone 
call, school board Chairwoman Libby 
Carter abruptly ended a board meeting 
when protester Emily Grace Rainey 
refused to wear a mask. Moore County 
Schools Police had already escorted 
another protester from that meeting. 
Rainey, though, didn’t leave before 
pointing her finger at Carter and yelling, 
“Your days in this county are numbered, 
Libby Carter. You’re a tyrant. You’re 
evil.”

Citizens unmoored by a second year 
of COVID, parents frazzled by upended 
school schedules, partisans seeking fer-
tile ground for exploitation — 2021 was 
the year all three of these waves crashed 
upon public education. 

Few communities across America went 
unscathed by the upset as the tone took a 
confrontational turn. That’s in stark con-
trast to past years, when board meetings 
were largely conducted in perfunctory 
style and played to largely empty rooms.

This year, platoons of citizens — how 
widespread the unrest is remains a point 
of some debate — have regularly donned 
“We the Parents” T-shirts in script fash-
ioned after the U.S. Constitution, and 
spoken at meetings and rallies declaring 
their desire to “take back” the schools.

Lack of engagement is no longer an is-
sue. So what’s going on here?

BY MARY KATE MURPHY

see NEWSMAKER, page A12

“We do have an 
image problem, 

and much of 
that comes from 

the idea that 
education is 
somehow a 

vehicle for liberal 
indoctrination.”

ROBERT LEVY
MOORE COUNTY 

SCHOOL BOARD

Above: Signs displayed 
this year at meetings 
of the Moore County 
Board of Education 

“I am not a puppet 
of a rogue faction of 
a political party and 
am not beholden 
to any individual or 
group for financial 
support. ... Being 
loud does not make 
you right.” 

LIBBY CARTER
MOORE COUNTY 

SCHOOL BOARD

Above: Signs 
held in support of 

educators at the 
same time as a 

protest rally during 
one board meeting

WHAT MAKES A NEWSMAKER: PAGE A12
BEHIND THIS YEAR’S DECISION: PAGE B1

O
ver the years, the editor has asked me 
to write to y’all in the year’s first edi-
tion to give an update on the newspa-

per’s activities. I’ve always suspected he was 
looking to fill space in a no-
toriously slow news week. 
Still, I’m flattered that he 
asked. So, here goes it.

What a difference a year 
makes. In the spring of 
2020, the pandemic forced 
several of our largest 
customers to close their 
doors for 60 days and lay 
off many of their employ-
ees. At the same time, like 
many businesses across the 
Sandhills, your newspaper’s 
accounting staffers scam-

pered to the post office every day to see how 
many customers paid their bills. 

Pilot Ends 2021
With Momentum

see WORONOFF, page A6

David
Woronoff

Columnist

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The winter resurgence of 
COVID-19 has stoked demand for 
coronavirus testing in Moore County.

Rapid testing kits that can be ad-
ministered at home are flying off the 
shelves at local pharmacies, prompt-
ing both Walgreens and CVS to limit 
the number of tests that customers 
can buy.

Matt Garner, interim director of the 
Moore County Health Department, 
said his agency plans to resume its 
weekly testing events following an 
uptick in “questions from the public 
regarding testing.”

People are even visiting the emer-
gency room in search of tests. On 
Wednesday, FirstHealth of the 
Carolinas said it has seen “an increase 
in patients coming to the emergency 
department for COVID-19 testing.”

“We encourage people to contact 
their primary care provider, local 
health department or a FirstHealth 
Convenient Care Clinic to obtain a 
COVID-19 test,” Dan Barnes, presi-
dent of FirstHealth Physician Group, 
said in a statement. “The emergency 
department is for those who need 
emergency care.” 

The rise in demand for testing 
comes as the highly contagious 
Omicron variant continues to ac-
celerate the spread of COVID-19. 
Over 360 new infections were 
recorded by the Moore County 
Health Department from Dec. 23 to 
Wednesday, a 64 percent increase 
from the previous week.

With an untold number of residents 
now using rapid tests at home, the 
actual number of new cases could be 
much larger than what is captured 
in the Health Department’s data. 
Residents are not required to notify 
the department when they test posi-
tive using an at-home kit.

“It is not mandatory for someone to 
formally report a positive result gen-
erated from an at-home test,” Garner 
said. “However, if you do get a posi-
tive result using an at-home test, it’s 
a good idea to follow up with your 
health care provider who can then 
perform a confirmatory P.C.R. test.”

Need for Testing Rises as Cases Soar
POST-HOLIDAY COVID SPIKE

see TESTING, page A6

Rapid testing kits that can be administered at home are flying off the 
shelves at local pharmacies, prompting both Walgreens and CVS to limit 
the number of tests that customers can buy.


