
Vol. 102, No. 68 26 Pages Southern Pines, N.C. Price $1.00
W E D N E S D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  7,  2022W E D N E S D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  7,  2022

OPINION
New Data Gives

A Clear Direction
Students can get back on 

track, but only if adults serve 

as proper conductors.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Wrong Side on Rentals
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Musical Romp
Encore Performing Arts kicks 

off season with collaboration

on “Bye, Bye Birdie.” 

BUSINESS
Park Sparks Optimism
A new corporate park could 

launch economic growth in 

Robeston County.

Printed on
100% recycled

paper

Copyright 2022 

The Pilot

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
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Feels Like: 90°
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6 mph
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86°
67°
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Precip: 5%
Winds: N at 
6 mph
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65°

Mostly Cloudy
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Precip: 20%
Winds: ENE at 
7 mph
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Precip: 25%
Winds: E at 
7 mph
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Abortion
Stance is
Delayed

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

No new monkeypox infections have 
been reported in Moore County since 
Friday, when the first recorded case in-
volving a resident was identified by the 
local Health Department.

The person, whose identity is being with-
held by health officials, tested positive at 
FirstHealth Moore Regional Hospital in 
Pinehurst. The person is isolating at home 
until the infection runs its course, authori-
ties said.

Matt Garner, interim director of the 
department, said no additional cases had 
been reported as of Tuesday morning. 
Information about the infected individual’s 
condition was not immediately available. 

More than 19,960 cases of monkeypox 
have been confirmed across all 50 states 
since the U.S. outbreak began in May, with 
377 of those infections, or about 1.8 per-

cent, linked to North Carolina.
The N.C. Department of Health and 

Human Services reports that nearly all of 
the state’s cases “have been in men who 
have sex with men, consistent with find-
ings from other jurisdictions.” Black men 
have been disproportionately affected, 
accounting for 68 percent of the state’s 
cases. Monkeypox is primarily transmit-

ted through infected bodily fluids during 
sex. Despite the current outbreak, the vi-
rus remains relatively rare and is rarely 
fatal. 

The Moore County Health Department 
has a limited supply of vaccines that is 
being prioritized for people who have 

Moore County Reports No New Monkeypox Infections

see CASES, page A7

Health Department Marks Slight Increase in COVID Cases 

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

While Moore County Schools’ enroll-
ment this year is on track to be higher 
than it ever has been, the district is hav-
ing a harder time than ever putting a 
qualified teacher in front of every class.

As schools start another year, the issue 
of teacher “shortages” has drawn nation-
wide attention. Stories of individual dis-

tricts resorting to desperate measures 
— four-day weeks, relocation bonuses, 
relaxing educational requirements for 
teachers — to convince adults to teach 
paint a picture of a profession in crisis.

It’s not just teachers, though. Schools 
struggle to recruit people to work in sup-
porting roles as custodians, bookkeepers 
and bus mechanics in competition with 
the private sector.

This summer, the N.C. School 
Superintendent’s Association reported 
that districts around the state were head-
ing into the school year with 2,000 more 
vacant positions than they had in 2021. 
Narrowing that down to open classroom 
teaching jobs, the increase since last year 
is around 240.

TEACHING AND SUPPORT ROLES

Schools Remain Challenged Filling Jobs

see JOBS, page A7

BY SAM HUDSON
Staff Writer 

There is a proverb that says, “Do not be afraid of 
growth; be afraid of standing still.”

While much of the area surrounding downtown 
Carthage is in the midst of moving and groovin’, the 
downtown area itself has been in what seems a per-
petual holding pattern. But hold onto your beer mugs, 
because Southern Pines Brewing is planning on movin’ 
and brewin’ into the town’s iconic Buggy Building.

After decades of disrepair and thwarted hopes of re-
vitalizing the historic 1856 Tyson and Jones Buggy Co. 
Building, the time has finally come.

What is arguably Carthage’s most famous building 
was built as the result of its most famous industry, 
the production of carriages in the late 1800s and early 
1900s.

Meanwhile, one of Moore County’s most recent suc-
cess stories, Southern Pines Brewing Co., was built as 
the result of a retired Green Beret at Fort Bragg look-
ing for something to do after his service career. In 2021, 
the company was voted “Best New Business” in the 
local Best of the Pines contest, and in April was voted 
Best of Show in the Carolinas Championship of Beer.

About 166 years ago, Thomas Tyson and Alexander 
Kelly began developing what was soon to become the 
most well-known carriage factory in the world. 

SP Brewing Taps Carthage

NEW LIFE FOR ICONIC BUILDING

see BREWERY, page A7

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

After decades spent falling into disrepair, the Buggy Building on Carthage’s Ray Street is set to become the home to an expansion 
of Southern Pines Brewing Co. 
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“I am honored to preserve the last vestiges of what put Carthage 
on the map,” said Southern Pines Brewing Co. owner Micah 
Niebauer. “Our company takes our mission of building and 
fostering community more importantly than anything we do.” 

BY EVEY WEISBLAT
Staff Writer

In a break from its sched-
uled agenda, the Moore County 
Board of Commissioners vot-
ed 4-1 Tuesday not to take up 
a “pro-life resolution” that 
Commissioner Nick Picerno 
had requested be drafted.

Commissioner Catherine 
Graham proposed setting aside 
the resolution at the start of the 
meeting, arguing that it wasn’t 
fair to saddle a future board 
with an official opinion on the 
matter when it is expected to 
be taken up by the state legis-
lature next year. At least three 
of the five board members will 
switch out, including Graham, 
after November’s election.

“I think this board needs to 
remember that this resolution 
depends on at least three com-
missioners sitting on a board 
who will not be here when this 
measure is taken up in Raleigh 
next year,” Graham said in the 
lead up to her motion. She also 
emphasized that the county’s 
state representatives will be 
different in January, and the 
county’s stance — as repre-
sented by the draft resolution 
— only reflects the “personal 
opinions” of the current com-
missioners. It would have no 
force of law.

“Given all that and the con-
troversial nature of this issue, 
I believe any issue regarding 
this matter should come from a 
current sitting board with their 
personal opinions, and they 
should not be required to work 
with legislation in Raleigh on 
(this board’s) personal opin-
ions,” Graham said. 

In comments at the end of the 
meeting, Picerno, who spon-
sored the resolution and was 
the sole vote to keep the item 
on the agenda, said he had pre-
sented it at the encouragement 
of Moore County citizens and 
did not mean for it to be used as 
“name recognition” in Raleigh. 

“This was not an issue that we 
just wanted to bring up to get 
attention,” Picerno said.

The text of the proposed 
resolution would have put the 
Board of Commissioners on re-
cord supporting the belief that 
the protection of human life be-
gins at conception. 

NO DECISION

see STANCE, page A8


