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OPINION
Sharing the Story

Of Easter
We celebrate this holy

Sunday with words from

the Gospel of Luke.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Politically Motivated?
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
An Easter Album
Pilot photographer Ted

Fitzgerald captures scenes

of Easter in the Sandhills.

SPORTS 
Tough Finish
Union Pines, Pinecrest and 

North Moore stumble in the next 

to last game of the season.
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Sunny
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Precip: 5%
Winds: WNW at 4 mph
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Pinehurst Casino Proposed 
In State Gambling Study

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

A study commissioned by the North Carolina 
Education Lottery commission includes a commercial 
casino in Pinehurst as part of a recommended plan to 
generate millions in new state tax revenue through the 
expansion of legalized gambling.

The state General Assembly in 2019 requested a 
third-party evaluation of the costs and revenues that 
might be associated with authorizing and regulating 
sports betting, including on-site wagering at horse 
steeplechases, and the creation of an oversight com-

mission specific to gambling. The legislation also 
called for inquiry into the feasibility of the state au-
thorizing new forms of gambling.

The resulting study from the Pennsylvania-based 
Spectrum Gaming group dated March 16, 2020, was 
handed over to the legislature last April. That study 
went public this week after investigative reporters 
with WRAL obtained it through a public records re-
quest to the state.

“Last year the legislature tasked our commission to 
do a study on potential revenues for North Carolina as 

see CASINO, page A4 Movie 
Theater 
To Reopen

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer 

After closing over a year ago because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, Moore County’s only 
multiplex is set to reopen.

Movies will return to Paragon Sandhills on 
April 16, nearly 13 months after Gov. Roy 
Cooper issued an executive order shuttering 
cinemas across the state. While a subsequent 
order in October allowed movie theaters to 
open at 30 percent of their normal capacity, 
many multiplexes remained closed because of 
the dearth of new films being released at the 
time.

Theaters can operate at 50 percent capaci-
ty under Cooper’s latest mandate, which took 
effect March 26, and big-budget releases like 
“Godzilla vs. Kong” and “Mortal Kombat” 
are expected to perform strongly at the box 
office this month. Both movies will be shown 
at Paragon Sandhills, according to a spokes-
person for the Florida company that owns the 
10-screen theater.

“The movie industry has been kind of slow to 
recover from the pandemic, but the studios are 
starting to feel more comfortable because ma-
jor markets like New York and L.A. are open-
ing back up,” Don Edwards, director of mar-
keting for Paragon Entertainment Holdings, 
said in a phone interview on Wednesday. “And 

CURTAINS UP

New COVID-19 Cases 
Taper Off in March

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer 

Moore County saw 426 new cases 
of COVID-19 in March, the fewest 
reported since September. 

Nearly twice as many infections 
were recorded in February by the 
Moore County Health Department. 
The agency confirmed a record 
2,103 cases in January. 

Despite the drop in cases, the 
positivity rate for coronavirus 
testing in Moore County remains 
higher than the statewide aver-
age, which stood at 4.4 percent on 
Thursday. The county’s rate was 
5.8 percent.

A total of 8,411 cases have been 
linked to the county since the pan-

demic started over a year ago. At 
least 188 residents have died of 
complications from COVID-19, ac-
cording to the Health Department.

Data from the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
show that 23,657 residents, or 
about 23.5 percent of the county’s 
population, are fully vaccinated 
against the coronavirus. An addi-
tional 7,131 residents were report-
ed to be partially vaccinated as of 
Thursday.

Both the local health department 
and FirstHealth of the Carolinas 
are now offering shots to all resi-
dents who are at least 18 years old. 
Individuals aged 16 to 17 are also 
eligible for vaccination, but they 

must be accompanied by a parent 
or legal guardian. 

Most counties are still vaccinat-
ing people in Groups 1 through 4B 
— the only groups currently eligi-
ble under the statewide guidelines 
set by DHHS. Moore County has 
jumped ahead to Group 5, a popu-
lation that basically includes any 
resident who wants to get vaccinat-
ed. Under the state’s plan, people 
in Group 5 will not be universally 
eligible for shots until Wednesday.

The Moore County Health 
Department is administering the 
vaccine by appointment at its office 
and at the neighboring Agricultural 

BRIEFINGS THIS WEEK

see CASES, page A14

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Eight graders from Saint John Paul II Catholic School in Southern Pines presented the Living Stations of the 
Cross Wednesday morning.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Towns, Hotels 
Offer Views on 
Room Tax Debate

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Visitors to Moore County spent about a 
half-billion dollars locally in 2019. Taking a 
wide-angle view, tourism means more jobs, 
more investments in infrastructure while, at 
the same time, lowering the local tax impact 
on residents.

“The halo effect of destination marketing 
is real,” said Chris Cavanaugh of Magellan 
Strategy Group, referring to the constellation 
of benefits that derives from a thriving hospi-
tality economy.

On Wednesday, Cavanaugh addressed the 
Moore County Board of Commissioners. The 
special meeting also brought together mem-
bers of the Pinehurst Southern Pines Aberdeen 
Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB), munic-
ipal officials and other stakeholders to discuss 
a proposed increase in the local occupancy 

see THEATER, page A5

see TAX, page A6

$77 MILLION ANNUALLY

RAISING THE RATE?

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

The entrance of Paragon Sandhills on 
Thursday


