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Dear Students, 

Eckerd College and the faculty have prepared the college for hurricanes. I am writing  
to explain the steps you will take in the event we need to evacuate the campus for an  
approaching hurricane. The steps below describe what you will do to continue your  
education while you are away from campus.

1.  All students should take all of their notes, course syllabi, assignments, books and  
additional course materials. Faculty expect you to continue studying for your  
courses during an evacuation.

2.  When a decision to close campus is announced, students, faculty, and staff will be 
prompted to fill out an online form. The online form will ask for their evacuation 
location and alternate contact information. Student information will be shared with 
faculty and staff.

3.  While away from campus, all students should continually monitor the Tropical  
Weather Update website at http://www.eckerd.edu/tropical for information  
about the College and instructions for returning after the storm.   
DO NOT RETURN UNTIL THE COLLEGE HAS ISSUED THE “ALL CLEAR” 
AND RE-OPENING INSTRUCTIONS.

4.  If the College does not resume operations and classes by the end of one week after 
evacuation, then at that time all students should contact their professors so their  
course work may proceed in a timely manner.

Your professors are prepared to continue offering an education to you even if the campus  
is closed, and we expect you to continue your studies during an evacuation.

Thank you for all your efforts to be prepared and for continuing your studies even if you 
and the faculty will be doing so away from campus.

 
Suzan Harrison 
Dean of Faculty

cc: Faculty 
 Staff
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Evacuation Information:  
Before, During and After the Hurricane
When Eckerd College is preparing for an evacuation,  
closure and re-opening, communications will be sent to  
all members of the Eckerd College community by email. 
Updates will be posted at http://www.eckerd.edu/ 
tropical and social media. Information is also provided to 
local media. Please stay connected to the College!

Prior to each evacuation, students in the residence halls  
will meet with their RAs to review procedures. 

 
Planning 
We encourage students to plan two evacuation locations:  
(1) in county or within an easy driving range of Pinellas 
County and (2) home or other location further away.  
Students may wish to develop budgets to share driving  
and hotel expenses. Students and their parents may wish to 
purchase a refundable plane ticket that can be used during 
hurricane season and if not used could be used to travel 
home for the holidays.
  Make general evacuation plans now. Talk with your 

loved ones to make specific plans about where you will go. 

  Make sure your loved ones know how to contact you 
and stay in touch with them throughout the storm. 

  Before you leave campus and if you change locations 
after leaving the College, be sure to update your  
evacuation information on the online form provided.

 
Communication
Eckerd College will communicate evacuation and  
“All Clear” notices through the following channels  
of communication:

  Emergency notification system  
(text message and email)

  College website - www.eckerd.edu/tropical

  Eckerd Social Media channels -  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/eckerdcollege 
Twitter: @eckerdcs

  Briefings and Meetings (e.g. dorm meetings)

  Local media   
DO NOT RETURN TO CAMPUS UNTIL THE  
COLLEGE HAS ISSUED THE “ALL CLEAR”  
AND RE-OPENING INSTRUCTIONS.

In the Event of a Hurricane
Eckerd College activates its plan when a hurricane is projected to approach our area. The plan is designed 
to promote the safety of the Eckerd College community, protect the College’s facilities, and provide for 
continuity of the College’s operations. When we are facing a storm, you have important decisions to make, 
and the College needs your assistance, too, to protect it from potential storm damage. This guide has been 
prepared to provide you information so you will know how to plan and respond.

Keeping in Touch with Faculty
Should we have to evacuate the campus, your professors  
will give you assignments before you leave to make  
sure you can keep up with your studies. Your professors  
will keep in touch with you by email while the campus  
is closed, so be sure to check your campus email address 
for class updates. If you think you will not have access to  
email, ask your professors for an alternate contact method.

Make sure to keep your evacuation information up to  
date by filling out the evacuation form when prompted. 
Professors will use the information you provide to contact 
you during an evacuation.

Storm Surge
The National Hurricane Center (NHC) states that  
storm surge from a hurricane is the greatest  
threat to life and property. Storm surge is the  
abnormal rise in water generated by a storm. The factors 
affecting the rise include storm intensity, forward speed, 
size, angle of approach to the coast, central pressure, and 
the shape and characteristics of coastal features (e.g. bays 
and estuaries). The NHC attempts to estimate storm 
surge heights with the Sea, Lake, and Overland Surges 
from Hurricanes (SLOSH) model. The SLOSH model 
will be used to provide surge inundation, storm surge 
height above ground level. Storm surge should be consid-
ered when making evacuation plans. More information 
on storm surge and SLOSH model can be found at  
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/surge

Emergency Notification System
Eckerd College will use its emergency notification  
system (ENS) to send messages by text and email when 
there is an imminent threat to campus or when all other  
communication methods are down. All students, faculty  
and staff who have registered emergency contact  
information in ECWeb will receive notices year round.
Parents who have provided an email and cell phone  
number to the College will also be included in the system.
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Evacuation Countdown
One may view the NHC’s Five-day (120-hour) cone of 
uncertainty as a five-day countdown. Day 5 refers to  
the farthest reach of the cone. At Five days out, the NHC 
generally projects the point of landfall within a radius 
of approximately 227 miles of accuracy. 

The Five-Day Cone of Uncertainty
If Eckerd College lies within the NHC’s Five-Day  
(120-hour) Cone of Uncertainty, on Days 5 and 4  
the College generally will take these actions:

Day 5 (120 hrs): The Eckerd College Emergency  
Management Executive Team (EMET) will be activated, 
and they will issue a weather alert to the College  
community and recommend that departments follow 
their unit plans and checklists.

Generally, administrative and academic units will update 
contact information and review evacuation procedures 
and supplies. Facilities Management may begin protective 
measures on campus because it takes several days to  
secure the campus prior to a storm’s arrival. The EMET 
will continue to monitor all NHC and local National 
Weather Service forecasts. 

This is also a good time for all individuals to review their 
personal hurricane plans and to review the contents of 
their hurricane kits. Students should have conversations 
with their families to review their hurricane plans and 
to discuss where the students might go in the event the 
storm continues to approach our area and students are 
ordered to evacuate their residences. Students planning to 
remain in homes, apartments, hotels, and shelters outside 
evacuation areas should review and stock supplies in their 
hurricane kits.

Day 4 (96 hrs): Generally before the close of the  
business day and depending on the NHC and local  
National Weather Service forecasts and local conditions, 
the EMET may transmit its evacuation recommendation  
to the President; the EMET may also decide to wait  
for additional forecasts before making an evacuation  
recommendation. The President and his executive team 
may then make decisions and announcements about 
College operations and evacuation. The College will base 
its decision whether to evacuate on NHC and National 
Weather Service reports about the storm’s characteristics 
(size, intensity, speed, and projected place of landfall),  
the storm’s projected impact on our area, the impact of 
evacuating regions on Pinellas County, flight availability, 
and availability of fuel.

NHC will release the initial map with the first issuance of 
a hurricane watch or warning or, in some special cases, a 
tropical storm watch or warming, for any portion of the 
Gulf or East Coast of the United States (anytime within 
48 hours of the anticipated onset of tropical storm force 
winds). The map is subject to change every six hours with 
NHC updates.

College Operations in Relation to the  
National Hurricane Center’s (NHC)  
“Cone of Uncertainty”
The National Hurricane Center (NHC) uses models  
to project the path of the center of tropical storms and 
the eye of hurricanes. Based on their models, NHC 
forecasters display what is known familiarly as the “cone 
of uncertainty.” The NHC asks residents of areas covered 
by the cone of uncertainty to be on alert and to make 
preparations for an approaching storm.

The cone of uncertainty shows the projected area through 
which the EYE OF THE STORM may track. The line at 
the center of the cone represents the projected track of the 
eye of the storm but, in fact, the eye of the storm may track 
anywhere inside that cone, even along the cone’s perimeter. 
The NHC cautions against thinking of probabilities of 
different tracks within the cone; rather, viewing the cone as 
a cone of “uncertainty” (and not “probability”), the NHC 
recommends preparedness by residents living in areas repre-
sented anywhere inside the projected cone.  

Once the NHC projects the track line for a storm’s eye, 
they construct a 5-day and 3-day cone based on the  
average NHC prediction errors calculated at 12-hrs, 24-hrs, 
36-hrs, 48-hrs, 72-hrs, 96-hrs and 120-hrs for the preced-
ing 5 years. The entire track of the tropical cyclone can be 
expected to remain within the cone 60-70% of the time. 

Please note that NHC forecasters have improved the  
accuracy of their predictions regarding the path of tropical 
storms and hurricanes; however, they are less certain  
about their predictions regarding the intensity and speed 
of hurricanes. 
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Evacuation Countdown c o n t i n u e d

The Three-Day Cone of Uncertainty
Generally, the NHC’s accuracy forecasting the point of 
projected landfall of the eye of a hurricane increases in 
the NHC’s Three-Day (72-hour) cone of uncertainty.  

If Eckerd College lies within the NHC’s Three-Day  
(72-hour) Cone of Uncertainty for a hurricane, the  
College is likely to take these actions:

Day 3 (72 hrs): The College will be closing. 

Students, faculty and staff are asked to remain on campus to 
complete classes and activities until the College is closed. 
Students should plan their departure from campus after 
their last class of the day or at the time the College closes.

Day 2 (48 hrs): The College is closed the day before  
projected landfall.

Eckerd College may continue to prepare and to evacuate 
even if the College slips outside the edge of the five-day 
or three-day cone. Remember: The cone reflects the  
projected path of the eye of the storm. Being outside  
the edge of the cone may mean the College will  
continue to fall within the range of hurricane force  
winds and possible flooding.

On Day 2, faculty, staff and students remaining in Pinellas 
County are urged to complete their preparations for  
hurricane and tropical storm conditions in the County. 
Faculty, staff and students also must heed evacuation  
orders that may be issued by Pinellas County  
Emergency Management.

Day 1 (24 hrs): Landfall.

Hurricanes have demonstrated intensification in hours 
prior to landfall and their speeds have slowed and  
quickened dramatically during those periods when  
they approach landfall. It is recommended that one  
should “prepare for the worst and hope for the best.” 

Returning to Campus
In a best case scenario, after the storm and after any  
Pinellas County curfews are lifted, the following  
likely will take place:

The same day as landfall or 1 day after:  
The College’s Damage Assessment Team will inspect all 
campus facilities, inside and out. 

1 day and 2 days after: Facilities workers and contractors 
remove debris and make repairs. If possible, residence  
halls open late afternoon or early evening 1 to 2 days  
after the storm.

2 to 3 days after: The College resumes classes and  
normal operations.
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Evacuation Countdown C O N T I N U E D

The Three-Day Cone of Uncertainty
Generally, the NHC’s accuracy forecasting the point of
projected landfall of the eye of a hurricane increases in
the NHC’s Three-Day (72-hour) cone of uncertainty.
The NHC generally projects the point of landfall within
a radius of approximately 165 miles of accuracy.

If Eckerd College lies within the NHC’s Three-Day
(72-hour) Cone of Uncertainty for a hurricane, the
College is likely to take these actions:

Day 3 (72 hrs): The College will be evacuating and
closing. Power to high voltage appliances and gas are
shut off.

Students, faculty and staff are asked to follow the
President’s recommendations and remain on campus to
complete classes and activities until the College is closed.
Students should plan their departure from campus after
their last class of the day or at the time the College closes.

Day 2 (48 hrs): The College is closed the day before
projected landfall. The NHC generally projects the point
of landfall within approximately 112 miles of accuracy
two days before landfall.

Eckerd College may continue to prepare and to evacuate
even if the College slips outside the edge of the five-day

or three-day cone. Remember: The cone reflects the
projected path of the eye of the storm. Being outside
the edge of the cone may mean the College will
continue to fall within the range of hurricane force
winds and possible flooding.

On Day 2, faculty, staff and students remaining in Pinellas
County are urged to complete their preparations for
hurricane and tropical storm conditions in the County.
Faculty, staff and students also must heed evacuation
orders that may be issued by Pinellas County
Emergency Management.

Day 1 (24 hrs): Landfall. The NHC generally projects
the point of landfall within a radius of approximately
67 miles of accuracy one day before landfall.

Please note that NHC forecasters have improved the
accuracy of their predictions regarding the path of tropical
storms and hurricanes; however, they are less certain about
their predictions regarding the intensity and speed of
hurricanes. Hurricanes have demonstrated intensification
in hours prior to landfall and their speeds have slowed
and quickened dramatically during those periods when
they approach landfall. It is recommended that one
should “prepare for the worst and hope for the best.”
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Evacuation Countdown
One may view the NHC’s 5-day (120-hour)     cone of
uncertainty as a five-day countdown. Day 5 refers to
the farthest reach of the cone. At 5 days out, the NHC
generally projects the point of landfall within a radius
of approximately 275 miles of accuracy.

The Five-Day Cone of Uncertainty
If Eckerd College lies within the NHC’s Five-Day
(120-hour) Cone of Uncertainty, on Days 5 and 4
the College generally will take these actions:

Day 5 (120 hrs): The Eckerd College Emergency
Management Group (EMG) will be activated, and they
will issue a weather alert to the College community
and recommend that units follow their unit plans
and checklists.

Generally, administrative and academic units will update
contact information and review evacuation procedures
and supplies. The Facilities unit may begin protective
measures on campus because it takes several days to
secure the campus prior to a storm’s arrival. The EMG
will continue to monitor all NHC and local National
Weather Service forecasts.

This is also a good time for all individuals to review their
personal hurricane plans and to review the contents of
their hurricane kits. Students should have conversations
with their families to review their hurricane plans and to
discuss where the students might go in the event the
storm continues to approach our area and students are
ordered to evacuate their residences. Students planning to
remain in homes, apartments, hotels, and shelters outside
evacuation areas should review and stock supplies in their
hurricane kits.

Day 4 (96 hrs): Generally before the close of the
business day and depending on the NHC and local
National Weather Service forecasts and local conditions,
the EMG may transmit its evacuation recommendation
to the President; the EMG may also decide to wait for
additional forecasts before making an evacuation
recommendation. The President and his executive team
may then make decisions and announcements about
College operations and evacuation. The College will base
its decision whether to evacuate on NHC and National
Weather Service reports about the storm’s characteristics
(size, intensity, speed, and projected place of landfall),
the storm’s projected impact on our area, the impact of
evacuating regions on Pinellas County, flight availability,
and availability of fuel.
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Residence Hall Room Preparation 
  Before you leave your room, completely empty  

and unplug your refrigerators, and wrap towels 
around the base to absorb water after they defrost.

  Take your most important belongings, valuable  
possessions and personal documents with you.

  Take your course materials.

  Eckerd is not responsible for any personal effects, 
including vehicles, that are left behind following  
an evacuation. 

   1. Eckerd strongly encourages you to know   
  what is in your family’s homeowner’s policy. 
  Some do not cover residence hall rooms nor  
  flood damage. 

   2. Consider getting student property protection 
  from www.nssi.com.

  Remember to move and cover electronic items and 
keep items that may be damaged by water off the floor. 

  Unplug all power cords before leaving. Close and  
lock your windows tightly (do not tape them).  
Remove your trash. Lock your door.

  Prepare a safe location for your animals. This may  
be with you, with a friend or in a kennel in a non-
evacuation zone, or in a pet-friendly shelter. Do not 
leave your animals behind. More information  
about caring for your animals during tropical  
weather conditions, including a list of pet-friendly 
hotels, can be found at Eckerd College’s Pet Life 
website at http://www.eckerd.edu/housing/ 
pet-life/resources.

 
Vehicles 
  As a storm approaches, fill your gas tank and prepare 

your vehicle for travel. Gas supplies may be hard to  
find during an evacuation. Prices for gasoline may 
also increase with demand.

  Take your vehicle with you, if possible. If this is not 
possible, move your vehicle to the North Parking  
Lot near McArthur Gymnasium. Make sure that your 
hang tag or decal is properly displayed so you can  
be identified as the owner.  The risk of flood water 
reaching a car in this lot is reduced but not  
eliminated. Please review your auto insurance.

  Remove all vehicles parked under Omega.  
Flood waters will cause them to slide and collide.  

The “All Clear” Announcement
Eckerd College will communicate an “All Clear”  
announcement through the following channels  
of communication:

  Emergency notification system  
(text message and email)

  College website

  Eckerd Social Media channels -  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/eckerdcollege 
Twitter: @eckerdcs

  Local media

  If you cannot return once the campus is  
officially re-opened, let Student Affairs know  
your plans by emailing travelplans@eckerd.edu  
and email your faculty. Students will be responsible 
for their course work for missed classes.

  DO NOT RETURN TO CAMPUS UNTIL THE  
COLLEGE HAS ISSUED THE “ALL CLEAR”  
AND RE-OPENING INSTRUCTIONS.

For More Information
Please visit the Tropical Weather Update website at  
www.eckerd.edu/tropical for links to more  
information including the College’s complete  
hurricane plan. A link is provided to NOAA’s National  
Hurricane Center, where you can track tropical storms 
and hurricanes. Additional helpful information is  
provided through the links to Pinellas County  
Emergency Management and Tampa Bay Times.

 
Help? Questions?
Residence Life staff are happy to provide information  
and assistance. Call 727.864.8421 or email  
tropicalassistance@eckerd.edu.

For general questions about Eckerd College’s hurricane 
policies and procedures, please contact Adam Colby,  
Assistant Vice President of Operations at 727.864.7732 or 
colbyac@eckerd.edu.
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Hurricane Evacuation Shelters (shown on back) 
  Residence Life staff will assist any student who  

needs help arranging shelter. If you need help,  
talk with your RA, call the Office of the Dean  
of Students at 727-864-8421 or email  
tropicalassistance@eckerd.edu.

  Pinellas County recommends you consider first  
staying with friends and family in non-evacuation 
zones or in hotels; they recommend public shelters as 
a last option because they are less comfortable and it 
is more difficult for you to secure your belongings.

  A list of public shelters is provided at the back of  
this guide. Our preferred shelter location is Largo 
High School in Seminole, which is near the homes 
of Eckerd College staff members who can check on 
our sheltered students.

  In planning an evacuation, both preparation and  
flexibility are key; uncertain storm paths can  
sometimes lead to changes in College evacuation 
decisions. Students are asked to plan to remain on 
campus to attend all of their scheduled classes until 
the announced closure time.

Please note: Pets are permitted in few Pinellas County 
Shelters. Pre-registration is required and priority is given  
to residents in mobile homes and manufactured housing. 
Therefore, please do not plan to evacuate to a Pinellas 
County Shelter with your pet unless you have pre- 
registered for a space. 

 What to Take During an Evacuation,  
Including to a Shelter 
  Medications 
  Pillow, blanket, air mattress and/or cot 
  Special dietary needs 
  Difficult-to-replace documents , such as  

your passport
  Cash 
  Identification 
  Clothing for five to seven days, socks, sturdy shoes
  Personal hygiene items 
  Bottled water, snacks  and nutritious food
  Quiet games, reading material , MP3 player  

and headphones, batteries 
  Lightweight folding chair
  Flashlight and extra batteries
  Keys to your car and residence/residence hall room
  A container or suitcase with locks securing 

your belongings may be helpful

DO NOT BRING alcohol, firearms, or tobacco to any 
shelter. Pets are only welcome at pet-friendly shelters  
and may be turned away from non-pet shelters.

Storage Information
In the event an evacuation of the campus coincides with 
move-in for Autumn Term or Fall Term, early arrivals in 
the area may need to store their belongings while the 
campus remains closed. The following is a list of options 
near Eckerd College.

 Spare Room Mini Storage, Inc. (Evac Level B) 
4311 34th Street South, St. Petersburg 
Phone: 727.866.9357

Hideaway Storage (Evac Level E)  
3950 34th Street South, St. Petersburg 
Phone: 727.565.0363

Public Storage (Non Evac Level)  
4500 34th Street North, St. Petersburg 
Phone: 727.502.6365

StorMax (Evac Level C)  
4250 34th Street South, St. Petersburg 
Phone: 727.866.7373 
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continued on back

Your name: ________________________________
You may be asked to give a copy of this completed form to 

Student Affairs prior to an evacuation for a hurricane.

Emergency Contact Information and Evacuation Worksheet
Eckerd College requires students, faculty and staff to provide emergency contact information so the College knows whom 
to contact in an emergency and how to contact students, faculty and staff while the College is under an evacuation order  
or experiencing emergency conditions itself.

Emergency Contact Information
Please confirm your emergency contact information is up to date by doing the following:
1. Visit https://myecweb.eckerd.edu. Login with your Eckerd College username and password.

2. Click on Personal Information.

3. Click on Update Emergency Contacts. You may provide more than one emergency contact.

Emergency Contact Name: ________________________________________Relation to You:______________________

Phone: ____________________Daytime/Work Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________  

Email: ____________________________________________Street Address: ____________________________________

City: _____________________________________________State: ____________Zip: ___________________________

Evacuation Preparation
Prior to an evacuation and while we are evacuated, you will be asked to provide your evacuation location. This is important  
so the College may contact you with important information about the continuity of College operations when everyone  
is off campus.

The following worksheet is designed to assist students in the development of an evacuation plan should the campus need  
to be evacuated due to an approaching hurricane. Students are encouraged to complete this worksheet and discuss their 
plans with family members prior to the time a hurricane is projected to approach our area.  

Evacuation Worksheet
Students who are living in residence halls or rental facilities should plan two evacuation locations. The first location could 
be in county or within an easy driving range of Pinellas County. The second location should be out of the Tampa Bay area, 
perhaps as far away as the student’s permanent home. In the event of a forecast Category 3 hurricane or above, especially if 
the forecast predicts storm surge, it will be suggested that students, faculty and staff evacuate out of Pinellas County. Please 
note that in most cases, Eckerd College evacuates before public shelters are open and before roads and bridges become 
heavily congested. If you do not know where to go in an evacuation, please contact Student Affairs at 727-864-8421 or by 
email to tropicalassistance@eckerd.edu.

A good rule of thumb when choosing an evacuation location is “run from water, hide from wind.”  This means to  
avoid flood and storm surge prone areas and seek lodging in newer buildings (newer buildings are required to meet  
hurricane resistant standards).
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In-County Evacuation
 In the event you decide to stay in Pinellas County, where do you plan to evacuate? (Examples: to the home of a friend,   
 relative, or community member; hotel; or safe weather house before shelters open. In most cases, Eckerd College evacuates   
 its campus before public shelters open.)

 Name of Friend, Relative or Community Member:  ______________________________________________________

 Or Name of Hotel:  ________________________________________________________________________________

 Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Evacuation Zone*:  ________________________________________________________________________________

 Phone:  __________________________________________ Alternate Phone:  _________________________________

 Names of Eckerd College students going with you: _______________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Out-of-County Evacuation
 In the event you evacuate out of Pinellas County, where do you plan to go?
 

 Name of Friend, Relative or Community Member:  ______________________________________________________

 Or Name of Hotel: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Evacuation Zone*:  ________________________________________________________________________________

 Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 City: ____________________________________________State: ____________Zip: ___________________________

 Phone:  __________________________________________Alternate Phone:  __________________________________

 Names of Eckerd College students going with you:  _______________________________________________________

 * Visit this Pinellas County website, http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/knowyourzone.htm, to look up  
 the Evacuation Zone of the address where you will be staying in Pinellas County. Visit http://www.tampabay.com  
 for evacuation zone maps of surrounding counties. 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pet Information
 In case the campus must be evacuated, pets and domestic animals are also a concern. They cannot be left on campus.   
 Unfortunately, most shelters do not accept pets. Therefore, please provide information to identify and locate your  
 pet (type/breed, brief description, location where your pet will be housed during an evacuation, etc.) The students’  
 Pet Council will provide assistance during an evacuation; for more information, please visit http://www.eckerd.edu/  
 housing/pet-life/resources. 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cars, Water Vehicles, Trailers 
 Under an evacuation order, the College recommends all vehicles be removed from campus. Cars left on campus may  
 be flooded or damaged in a storm. If you need to leave your car on campus be sure you park it in the North Lot by   
 McArthur Gymnasium (highest elevation). What make/model/license number does it have?  

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

 If you have a water vehicle and/or trailer on campus, where will you take it/them? ______________________________  



11
E C K E R D  C O L L E G E  H U R R I C A N E  G U I D E  F O R  S T U D E N T S   REV.  8/19 

e c k e r d . e d u    1 . 8 0 0 .4 5 6 .9 0 0 9

Information About Hotels  
in Non-Evacuation Areas
Pinellas County officials suggest that individuals  
who are ordered to evacuate from their homes find 
shelter in the homes of family and friends in non- 
evacuating areas, hotels, and public shelters  
(the least comfortable option). Here is a listing of  
some hotels in non-evacuation zones. 

In Pinellas County:
Holiday Inn Express 
2171 54th Avenue North, St. Petersburg 
Phone: 727-520-7800

Comfort Inn North 
2260 54th Avenue North, St. Petersburg 
Phone: 727-362-0075

In Hillsborough County:
Comfort Inn Plant City 
2003 Frontage Road, Plant City 
Phone: 813-707-6000 
(pets are allowed; please call ahead)

Fairfield Inn 
4307 Sterling Commerce Drive, Plant City 
Phone: 813-757-6202

For in-county hotels, confirm that they are in a  
non-evacuation zone using this website: 
http://egis.pinellascounty.org/apps/knowyourzone.

If you choose to go to a hotel, confirm the hotel’s  
evacuation policy. In some cases, the hotel may close 
when storm surge, tropical storm, or hurricane watch  
or warning is issued.

Kennel in Non-Evacuation Area
Downtown Doggie Center 
1825 5th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713 
Phone: 727.851.8400

Love My Dog Resort and Playground - Downtown 
928 18th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713 
Phone: 727.826.0102 

Please note: These listings are provided as a convenience  
and not as an endorsement by Eckerd College.

Frequently Asked Questions
Here are several frequently asked questions about  
Eckerd College’s location and the evacuation process  
in Pinellas County. Please visit the Tropical Update  
website for more information.

Eckerd College is in Zone A.  
What does that mean?
Pinellas County Emergency Management uses a storm 
surge data model to determine flooding and evacuation 
levels. The model projects possible flooding from a storm 
surge pushed ashore by a hurricane. Pinellas County has 
created a map of flood zones, ranging from A (coastal 
areas) to E (elevated areas not prone to storm surge  
flooding). Situated on Boca Ciega Bay, Eckerd College is 
in Zone A; that means we are in a coastal area exposed to 
flooding from storm surge pushed ashore by a hurricane. 

Eckerd College likely will order an evacuation before  
Pinellas County officials order an evacuation. Why  
does Eckerd College evacuate and close the College  
in the 72-hour cone at two days before the projected  
arrival of a hurricane?
Time is important. Eckerd College wants to give  
students, faculty and staff time to leave the area before 
Pinellas County becomes congested with traffic, fuel  
supplies run short, and the outer bands of the storm  
begin to arrive. 

Pinellas County has four roads leading off the peninsula 
(three of those are on bridges). Pinellas County  
Emergency Management generally orders evacuations  
12 to 24 hours before a storm (the State projects that  
it would take 60.5 hours to evacuate the Tampa Bay  
region if a full Level E evacuation is ordered*). When 
Pinellas County orders an evacuation, the interstates 
running through St. Petersburg and Tampa may already 
contain residents evacuating from regions surrounding 
Pinellas County.

For students, faculty and staff who choose to shelter at 
home in Pinellas County, Eckerd College is closed the 
day before the arrival of the storm to give them time to 
make final preparations.

* Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council. (2010).  Evacuation   
 Transportation Analysis (Chapter VI).  In Statewide Regional   
 Evacuation Study Program:  Vol. 1-8, Tampa Bay Region   
 Technical Data Report.  Pinellas Park, FL: Author.
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Pinellas County  2019 Hurricane Evacuation Shelters  
www.pinellascounty.org/emergency  /shelters.htm – See website for official openings.
For each hurricane event, listen to the radio and television for a listing of shelters that will be open. Shelter options vary year to 
year, and openings may vary from storm to storm. When planning your evacuation, please remember that mobile homes always 
evacuate in the event of a hurricane. Shelters provide space on a first-come first-served basis. Plan to arrive early.

CAMPUS SAFETY

4200 54th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33711   
727.864.8260   800.456.9009   eckerd.edu

©Eckerd College 2019 
Revised August 2019

Shelter Name Address City Type Open during the  
    following evacuation levels
Bauder ES 12755 86th Ave. N. Seminole G D, E
Belleair ES 1156 Lakeview Rd. Clearwater G D, E
Boca Ciega HS 924 58th St. S. Gulfport G C, D, E
Brooker Creek ES 3130 Forelock Rd. Tarpon Springs G D
Campbell Park ES 1051 7th Ave. S. St. Petersburg G D, E
Carwise MS 3301 Bentley Drive Palm Harbor G D, E
Clearwater Fundamental MS 1660 Palmetto St.  Clearwater  G, HFS C, D, E
Dunedin Community Center 1920 Pinehurst Rd. Dunedin G, SpNS Rec Evac*, Mand Evac**
Dunedin ES 900 Union St. Dunedin G D, E
Dunedin Highland MS 70 Patricia Ave. Dunedin SpNS, PFS Mand Evac**, A, B, C, D, E
East Lake HS and MS 1300 Silver Eagle Drive Tarpon Springs G B, C, D
Fairmount Park ES 575 41st St. S. St. Petersburg G D, E
First Baptist Church 1900 Gandy Blvd N. St. Petersburg G Rec Evac*
Gibbs HS 850 34th St. S. St. Petersburg G, HFS Mand Evac**, A, B, C, D, E
Gulfport ES 2014 52nd St. S. Gulfport G D, E
High Point ES 5921 150th Ave. N. Clearwater G B, C
Jamerson ES 1200 37th St. S. St. Petersburg G D, E
John Hopkins MS 701 16th St. S. St. Petersburg SpNS, PFS Mand Evac**, A, B, C, D, E
Largo HS*** 410 Missouri Ave. Largo G, HFS A, B, C, D, E
Lealman Innovation Academy 4900 28th St. N. Lealman G C, D, E 
Lealman Exchange 5175 45th St. N. St. Petersburg G Rec Evac*, D, E
McMullen Booth ES 3025 Union St. Clearwater G D, E 
Mildred Helms ES 561 Clearwater-Largo Rd. Largo G D, E
New Heights ES 3901 37th St. N. St. Petersburg G D, E
Oak Grove MS 1370 S. Belcher Rd. Clearwater SpNS, PFS A, B, C, D, E
Palm Harbor MS 1800 Tampa Rd. Palm Harbor G D, E
Palm Harbor University HS 1900 Omaha St. Palm Harbor G A, B, C, D, E
Pinellas Park HS 6305 118th Ave. N. Pinellas Park G B, C, D
Ross Norton Recreation Center 1426 S. MLK Jr. Ave. Clearwater G, HFS Rec Evac*, Mand Evac** D, E
Sanderlin ES 2350 22nd Ave. S. St. Petersburg G C, D, E
Sexton ES 1997 54th Ave. N. St. Petersburg G A, B, C, D, E
Skycrest ES 10 N. Corona Ave. Clearwater G D, E
St. Petersburg HS 2501 5th Ave. N. St. Petersburg G C, D, E 
SPC Midtown Campus 1300 22nd St. S. St. Petersburg G C, E
Tarpon Springs MS 501 N. Florida Ave. Tarpon Springs G Mand Evac**, A, B, C, D
Thurgood Marshall MS 3901 22nd Ave. S. St. Petersburg G C, D

 * Recommended Evacuations of Mobile Homes and Historically Flood Prone Areas    
 ** Mandatory Evacuations of Mobile Homes and Encourage Evacuations of Historically Flood Prone Areas
 *** Eckerd College’s preferred shelter location is Largo High School in Largo, which is near the homes of Eckerd College staff  
  members who can check on our sheltered students. Students must plan to arrive early in order to secure their places in the shelter.  

Shelter Key    
G - General Population   PFS - Pet Friendly Shelter   SpNS - Special Needs Shelter   HFS - Homeless Friendly Shelter   

Pinellas County Emergency Operations Center Department of  
Emergency Management Citizens Information Center, 727.464.3800
During an Emergency Activation call the Citizens Hotline, 727.464.4333.  


