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[Legal counsel for Complainant] has asked me ... to_expedite the case,
informing me that the Commission, under _its statutes, has an obligation to
expedite matters. But | indicated to him that, since the Commission became an
independent agency, there are statutes that put us in a situation where we may
have to expedite matters, but that the Commission made a policy decision early on
that we were obligated — specifically obligated — to expedited matters that involve
false statements (when the Commission was dealing with false statements and so
we always expedited those), but I received a direction from the Commission at
that time not to expedite any other matters that came before the Commission.
So, | informed him that | do not anticipate expediting that case before the
Commission.

— Phillip Richter
Executive Director, Ohio Elections Commission
Commission Meeting, April 7, 20221

We certainly don’t want it to get out that “oh, they don’t expedite”....

— Otto Beatty Il
Chairman, Ohio Elections Commission
Commission Meeting, April 7, 20222

What is the pleasure of the Commission....or does someone feel strong that we
just go with tradition and don’t worry about it and don’t expedite anything?

— Otto Beatty Il
Chairman, Ohio Elections Commission
Commission Meeting, April 7, 20223

1 Quote taken from video of meeting of OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION held on
April 7, 2022, and published at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTDQRXxLmMBOc, from
2:09:27 - 2:10:09 of the video.

2 Quote taken from video of meeting of OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION held on
April 7, 2022, and published at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTDQRXxLmMBOc, from
2:12:29 - 2:12:35 of the video.

3 Quote taken from video of meeting of OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION held on
April 7, 2022, and published at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTDQRxLmMBOc, from
2:15:44 - 2:15:58 of the video.
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Comes now the STATE OF OHIO, by and through Relator MARY CAPELLA., and, in
support of its claim for the issuance of a peremptory writ of mandamus or, alternatively, an
alternative writ of mandamus, alleges as follows:

1. Despite the clear mandate of state law that requires the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION to conduct expedited hearings on complaints alleging certain violations of
Ohio’s campaign finance laws filed in close proximity to an election, the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the
COMMISSION MEMBERS have refused and continue to refuse to schedule or conduct such
expedited hearings.

2. In fact, as publicly declared by PHILIP RICHTER, the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION has adopted a policy to not conducted expedited hearings on complaints even
when state law mandates the holding of such expedited hearings.

3. The heart of campaign finance laws is the timely disclosure of full, complete, and
accurate information by candidates and their campaign committees, so that voters possess such
information before casting the ballots at an election.

4.  Appreciating the critical importance of full, complete, and accurate information by
candidates and their campaign committees so as to provide for a fully-informed electorate, the
Ohio General Assembly, as the final arbiter of public policy, State ex rel. VanCleave v. School
Emps. Retirement Sys., 120 Ohio St.3d 261, 898 N.E.2d 33, 2008-Ohio-5377 27, has
determined that allegations of certain violations of campaign finance laws are significant and of
critical importance that, when a complaint is filed with the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION
alleging violations of specific campaign finance laws in close proximity to an election, the OHIO

ELECTIONS COMMISSION and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have the legal obligation to



conducted expedited hearings on the complaint so that the voters of the State of Ohio are fully
informed when casting their ballots at the election.

5. Instead of respecting and complying with the law as enacted by the Ohio General
Assembly and proceeding to conduct expedited hearings on complaints alleging certain
violations of the campaign finance laws filed in close proximity to an election, the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILLIP RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and
the COMMISSION MEMBERS have deliberatively and consciously ignored the law as enacted
by the Ohio General Assembly and, in so doing, have violated their oaths of office and have
undermined and frustrated the campaign finance laws of the State of Ohio.

6.  Stated otherwise, the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as
its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have placed
themselves above the law and a law unto themselves.

7.  This mandamus action is brought to compel the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the
COMMISSION MEMBERS to comply with the clear mandate under state law to conduct
expedited hearings on complaints alleging certain violations of the campaign finance laws filed
in close proximity to an election and to not, as characterized by OTTO BEATTY Ill as chairman
of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, to “just go with tradition...and don’t expedite
anything”.

8. Relator MARY CAPPELLA is a citizen of and a registered voter in the State of
Ohio.

9. Respondent OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION is a body politic and corporate

established by R.C. 3517.152.



10. Respondent PHILIP C. RICHTER is the Executive Director/Staff Attorney of the
OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

11. Respondent OTTO BEATTY IIlI is one of the seven members of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION and presently serves as the Chairman of the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION.

12. Respondent NATASHA KAUFMAN is one of the seven members of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

13. Respondent D. MICHAEL CRITES, also known as MICHAEL CRITES, is one of
the seven members of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

14. Respondent CHRISTINA M. HAGAN is one of the seven members of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

15. Respondent ERNEST C. KNIGHT is one of the seven members of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

16. Respondent JOHN A. LYALL is one of the seven members of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

17. Respondent CHARLETA B. TAVARES is one of the seven members of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

18. Collectively, the foregoing seven members of the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION are referred herein as the COMMISSION MEMBERS.

Ohio Elections Commission Process and Procedures

19. R.C. 3517.151(A) expressly provides that “complaints with respect to acts or
failures to act under the sections listed in division (A) of section 3517.153 of the Revised Code

shall be filed with the Ohio elections commission.”



20. In turn, R.C. 3517.153(A) provides for filing a complaint with the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION alleging ““a failure to comply with or a violation of any provision
in sections 3517.08 to 3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Revised Code.”

21. R.C. 3517.151(A) “confers exclusive jurisdiction over complaints with respect to
acts or failures to act under the specified provisions on the Ohio Elections Commission.” State
ex rel. Ohio Democratic Party v. Blackwell, 111 Ohio St. 3d 246, 855 N.E.2d 1188, 2006-Ohio-
5202 15.

22. Upon the filing of a complaint pursuant to R.C. 3517.153(A), “the commission shall
proceed in accordance with sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the Revised Code.” R.C.
3517.153(A).

23. An initial review of a complaint filed with the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION
is to be made by its staff attorney. Specifically, R.C 3517.154(A) provides that “[t]he full-time
attorney for the Ohio elections commission shall review each complaint filed with the
commission under section 3517.153 of the Revised Code, shall determine the nature of the
complaint, and... shall make a recommendation to the commission for its disposition, in
accordance with this section. The attorney shall make the determination and the
recommendation, if required, not later than one business day after the complaint is filed.”

24. R.C. 3517.154(A)(2) provide for specific instances when a complaint filed with the
OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION is to receive a mandatory expedited preliminary hearing.

25.  With respect to a mandatory expedited preliminary hearing as provided by R.C.
3517.154(A)(2) and as it specifically concerns this case, R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) provides, in
pertinent part, that “[i]f the [staff] attorney determines that the complaint sets forth a failure to

comply with or a violation of division (G)... [or] (O) ...of section 3517.13...and that the



complaint is filed during one of the periods of time specified in [R.C. 3517.156(B)(1)], the
attorney shall recommend to the commission that the complaint receive an expedited hearing
under section 3517.156 of the Revised Code, and the complaint shall receive such a hearing.”

26. The periods of time specified in R.C. 3517.156(B)(1) are “on or after the sixtieth
day prior to a primary or special election or on or after the ninetieth day prior to the general
election, but not later than the day of the primary, special, or general election to which the
complaint relates.”

27. With respect to the expedite hearings mandated by R.C. 3517.154, R.C.
3517.156(A) provides that “[i]f a complaint filed with the Ohio elections commission is to
receive an expedited hearing pursuant to section 3517.154 of the Revised Code, a panel of at
least three members of the commission shall hold a hearing on the complaint to determine
whether there is probable cause to refer the matter to the full commission for a hearing under
section 3517.155 of the Revised Code. Not more than one-half of the members of a panel shall
be affiliated with the same political party. The chairperson of the commission shall call for the
selection of a panel, as needed, and shall select the members of the panel by lot.”

28. In terms of timing for the expedited preliminary hearing, R.C. 3517.156(B)(1)
provides that “[i]f a complaint is filed on or after the sixtieth day prior to a primary or special
election..., but not later than the day of the primary, special, or general election to which the
complaint relates, the hearing shall be held not later than two business days after the
determination required to be made under [R.C. 3517.154(A)] is made....”

29. Pursuant to R.C. 3517.156(C), the panel conducting the expedited preliminary
hearing has one of three options: (i) make a determination there is no probable cause to believe a

violation of the campaign finance laws occurred and dismiss the complaint; (ii) make a



determination there is probable cause to believe a violation of the campaign finance laws
occurred and refer the complaint to the full commission for an expedited hearing; or (iii) indicate
the evidence is insufficient to make one of the foregoing determinations and request that an
investigatory attorney investigate the complaint.

30. If, pursuant to R.C. 3517.156(C)(2), the panel conducting the expedited preliminary
hearing determines there is probable cause to believe a violation of the campaign finance law so
as to refer the complaint to the full commission for an expedited hearing, the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION “shall hold a hearing on the complaint under [R.C. 3517.155] not
later than ten days after the complaint is referred to it by the panel.”

31. Insummary, complaints filed with the OHIO ELECTIONS that:

(i) allege violations of, inter alia, R.C. 3517.13(G) or R.C. 3517.13(0); and
(ii) are filed within 60 days of a primary election,
are mandated by R.C. 3517.154(B)(2)(b) to be afforded expedited hearings pursuant to the
process and procedures as follows:
(i) not later than one business day after the complaint is filed, the staff attorney for
the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION shall determine if the complaint alleges
a violation of the campaign finance laws for which an expedite hearing is
mandated under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(a) or R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b);
(if) if the complaint alleges a violation of specific provisions of the campaign finance
laws (including R.C. 3517.13(G) or R.C. 3517.13(Q)), then “the [staff] attorney
shall recommend” that the complaint “receive an expedited hearing” and “the

complaint shall receive such a hearing”;



(iii) an expedited preliminary hearing before a panel of the Commission must be
conducted within two business days of the foregoing;

(iv) if the panel conducting the expedited preliminary hearing determines probable
cause exists of a violation of the campaign finance laws, then the panel “shall
refer the complaint to the full commission” for an expedited hearing on the
complaint.

(v) upon referral from the foregoing expedited preliminary hearing panel, the full
commission “shall hold a hearing on the complaint” and shall do so “’not later
than ten days after the complaint is referred to it by the panel.”

Ohio Elections Commission Consciously and Deliberate Ignores Mandates of State Law

32.  Notwithstanding the foregoing process and procedure for complaints alleging
certain violations of the campaign finance law filed in close proximity to an election, the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION and PHILLIP RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff Attorney
have determined as a matter of policy to not respect or perform their legal obligations with
respect to complaints that meet the criteria for expedited processing or hearings.

33. Infact, on April 7, 2022, PHILIP RICHTER made the following public statement at
the meeting of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION held on that day:

[S]ince the Commission became an independent agency, there are statutes that put

us in a situation where we may have to expedite matters, but that the Commission

made a policy decision early on that we were obligated — specifically obligated —

to expedited matters that involve false statements (when the Commission was

dealing with false statements and so we always expedited those), but | received a

direction from the Commission at that time not to expedite any other matters that
came before the Commission.
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The foregoing quote was taken from video of meeting of OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION

held on April 7, 2022, and published at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTDQRXLmMBOc,

from 2:09:27 - 2:10:09 of the video.

34. Thus, the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive
Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have taken the deliberate and
conscious effort to not conform to the mandates of state law in terms of expediting certain
complaints filed in close proximity to an election but, instead, have decided placed themselves
above the law and a law unto themselves.

35. In refusing to conform to the mandates of state law as its concerns expediting
certain complaints filed in close proximity to an election, the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the
COMMISSION MEMBERS have deliberately frustrated and undermined the public policy of
ensuring certain campaign finance issues are timely addressed in advance of an election so that
the voters are better and more fully informed concerning candidates.

36. In fact, with respect to the two complaints that are the subject of this case, the
OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff
Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS acknowledged at the meeting of April 7, 2022,
that the first time these two complaints will come before the COMMISSION or a panel thereof
will not be until after the forthcoming primary election.

Mary Capella files Complaints for which Expedited Hearings are Mandated by State Law,
yet the Commission and Mr. Richter Refused to Proceed With Expedited Consideration

37. On April 7, 2022, MARY CAPELLA filed two complaints with the OHIO

ELECTIONS COMMISSION concerning violations of the campaign finance laws by Joe
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Blystone and Friends of Joe Blystone, the campaign committee established to support the
candidacy of Joe Blystone.

38. Joe Blystone is currently a candidate for governor of the State of Ohio at the
forthcoming primary election to be held on May 3, 2022.

39. True and accurate copies of the OEC Complaints filed by MARY CAPELLA on
April 7, 2022, are attached hereto as Exhibit A-1 and Exhibit A-2, with her address redacted.

40. Generally speaking, Exhibit A-1 relates to contributions received by Friends of Joe
Blystone and is referred herein as the OEC Contributions Complaint.

41. Generally speaking, Exhibit A-2 relates to expenditures by Friends of Joe Blystone
and is referred herein as the OEC Expenditures Complaint.

The OEC Contributions Complaint

42. The OEC Contributions Complaint was assigned Case No. 2022G-012 by the
OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

43. The OEC Contributions Complaint was filed with the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION on April 7, 2022, i.e., within 60 days of the primary election to be held on May
3, 2022.

44. The OEC Contributions Complaint concerns or relates to information included or
not included in the campaign finance report filed by Friends of Blystone in or about January
2022, said report being generally known as the 2021 Annual Report.

45.  Within the OEC Contributions Complaint, i.e., Exhibit A-1, MARY CAPELLA
specifically alleged and set forth a violation of the campaign finance laws, including:

FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) & 3517.10(B)(4)

when it failed to report the full name and address of each person from whom
contributions are received and, instead, reported accumulative amounts of

12



contributions received at events or locations, including, contributions more than
likely in excess of twenty-five dollars.

OEC Contributions Complaint, Violation No. 1.

46. R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) specifically provides that “[n]o person shall knowingly conceal
or misrepresent contributions given or received, expenditures made, or any other information
required to be reported by a provision in sections 3517.08 to 3517.13 of the Revised Code.”

47. As referenced in paragraphs 12 and 13 of the OEC Contributions Complaint, same
or similar issue was raised in a previous complaint filed with the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION against Friends of Joe Blystone and Joe Blystone in a case styled Sarah
Chamber v. Joseph K. Blystone, and assigned Case No. 2021G-022.

48. A true and accurate copy of the Chambers OEC Complaint filed in Case No.
2021G-022 is attached hereto as Exhibit B. As indicated thereon, the Chambers OEC Complaint
was filed with the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION on October 28, 2021.

49. On December 16, 2021, the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION conducted a
preliminary review of the allegations in the Chambers OEC Complaint and, having found
sufficient indication of violations of the campaign finance law, to set the matter for a full
hearing.

50. A true and accurate copy of the sign minutes of the meeting of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION held on December 16, 2021, is attached hereto as Exhibit C.

51. Thus, at least as of December 16, 2021, i.e., before the filing its the 2021 Annual
Report in January 2022, Friends of Blystone and Joe Blystone knew or should have known that
the failure to report the full name and address of each person from whom contributions are
received was required and that reporting accumulative amounts of contributions received at

events or locations, including, contributions more than likely in excess of twenty-five dollars,
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was prohibited under the campaign finance laws. And, thus, when Friends of Joe Blystone filed
its 2021 Annual Report, it knowingly concealed or misrepresented contributions given or
received or any other information required to be reported by a provision in R.C. 3517.08 to
3517.13, all in violation of R.C. 3517.13(G)(1).

52. Pursuant to R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b), when a complaint filed with the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION “sets forth a failure to comply with or a violation of division
(G)...of section 3517.13..., and that the complaint is filed during one of the periods of time
specified in division (B)(1) of section”, then the staff attorney, i.e., PHILIP RICHTER, “shall
recommend to the commission that the complaint receive an expedited hearing” and, in turn, the
OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have the legal duty to
provide for “such a hearing” with respect to the complaint.

53. As the OEC Contributions Complaint alleges a violation of R.C. 3517.13(G)(1),
MARY CAPELLA was entitled to have an expedited hearing on the OEC Contributions
Complaint.

54. The OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive
Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have denied and refused to provide
for expedited hearings on the OEC Contributions Complaint.

55. On April 8, 2022, PHILIP RICHTER as the Executive Director/Staff Attorney of
the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION transmitted an email to undersigned counsel with his
determination on whether he would comply with the mandate of state law to expedite the OEC
Contributions Complaint as it contained an allegation of the violation of R.C. 3517.13(G)(1)

56. A copy of the transmittal email from PHILIP RICHTER to undersigned counsel is

attached hereto as Exhibit D.
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57. A copy of the determination memorandum prepared by PHILIP RICHTER with
respect to the OEC Contributions Complaint is attached hereto as Exhibit E-1.

58. As indicated in the transmittal email, i.e., Exhibit D, PHILIP RICHTER declared
the OEC Contributions Complaint “will not receive an expedited Probable Cause Panel review”.

59. As further indicated in the transmittal email, i.e., Exhibit D, PHILIP RICHTER
made the determination not to expedite the OEC Contributions Complaint based upon the
“longstanding Commission consideration of such requests” (which as indicated above, see
paragraph 33, was to not expedite any complaint other than those alleging false statements
notwithstanding the mandate of state law), as well as such decision being undertaken “with the
assent of the Commission” (though, as developed below, see paragraphs 88-99, such decision or
assent by the COMMISSION MEMBERS was not done in conformity or compliance with the
Open Meetings Act).

60. MARY CAPELLA has a clear legal right to have the OEC Contributions Complaint
processed and afforded an expedited hearing under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b).

61. The OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive
Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have a clear legal duty to comply
with the mandates of R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) to afford MARY CAPELLA an expedited hearing
under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) with respect to the OEC Contributions Complaint.

62. MARY CAPELLA lacks a remedy in the ordinary course of law, especially in light
of the close proximity of the forthcoming primary election on May 3, 2022, and the lack of any
meaningful and timely review of the denial of an expedited hearing.

63. Additionally, and alternatively, in refusing to afford MARY CAPELLA an

expedited hearing under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) with respect to the OEC Contributions
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Complaint, the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive
Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have, as a public body or a public
official, engaged in fraud or corruption, abuse of discretion, or a clear disregard of the law.

The OEC Expenditures Complaint

64. The OEC Expenditures Complaint was assigned Case No. 2022G-013 by the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION.

65. The OEC Expenditures Complaint was filed with the OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION on April 7, 2022, i.e., within 60 days of the primary election to be held on May
3, 2022.

66. The OEC Expenditures Complaint concerns or relates to, inter alia, the outright
failure of Friends of Blystone to file complete information with its 2021 Annual Report relating
to its expenditures, including failing to file any receipts in support of all of the expenditures.

67. Thus, within the OEC Expenditures Complaint, i.e., Exhibit A-2, MARY
CAPELLA specifically alleged and set forth a violation of the campaign finance laws, including:
Violation No. 1 / Failure to File Receipts in Support of Expenditures Totaling $235,044.93:
FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) & 3517.10(D)(4) when it
failed to file any receipts and/or other documentation supporting the expenditures totaling

$235,044.93 for its 2021 Annual Report, let alone filing such receipts and/or other
documentation on or before January 31, 2022.

68. R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) specifically provides that “[n]o person shall knowingly conceal
or misrepresent contributions given or received, expenditures made, or any other information
required to be reported by a provision in sections 3517.08 to 3517.13 of the Revised Code.”

69. As indicated in an email from the Office of the Secretary of State to undersigned

counsel, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit F, Friends of Joe Blystone filed receipts in

16



support of expenditures reported in its 2021 Semi-Annual Report thus, clearly demonstrating
knowledge of the obligation to file receipts of expenditures.

70. Thus, at least as before the filing its the 2021 Annual Report in January 2022,
Friends of Blystone and Joe Blystone knew or should have known that of the obligation to
provide information in the form of receipts supporting expenditures such that, when Friends of
Joe Blystone filed its 2021 Annual Report, it knowingly concealed or misrepresented
expenditures or any other information required to be reported by a provision in R.C. 3517.08 to
3517.13, all in violation of R.C. 3517.13(G)(1).

71. Additionally the OEC Expenditures Complaint concerns or relates to, inter alia, the
apparent conversion of campaign funds of Friends of Blystone for the personal use by Joe
Blystone as indicated in the 2021 Annual Report of Friends of Joe Blystone.

72. Thus, within the OEC Expenditures Complaint, i.e., Exhibit A-2, MARY
CAPELLA specifically alleged and set forth a violation of the campaign finance laws, including:
Violation No. 3/ lllegal Use/Convrsion of Campaign Funds for Personal Use: FRIENDS OF
JOE BLYSTONE and JOE BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.13(O) in that the campaign

committee utilized or provided campaign funds so as to benefit JOE BLYSTONE
personally and not for legitimate, verifiable, and necessary to the campaign itself.

73. R.C. 3517.13(0) specifically provides that “[n]o beneficiary of a campaign fund or
other person shall convert for personal use, and no person shall knowingly give to a beneficiary
of a campaign fund or any other person, for the beneficiary’s or any other person's personal use,
anything of value from the beneficiary's campaign fund,” with the exception for legitimate,
ordinary, verifiable, and necessary reimbursement of campaign-related expenditures.

74. As developed in the OEC Expenditures Complaint, i.e., Exhibit A-2, it readily
appears that Joe Blystone converted campaign funds for his personal use through repeated bulk

purchases of fuel (as opposed to reimbursement on a per milage basis) and through the
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expenditures at clothing-type stores which would not be in the nature of legitimate, ordinary,
verifiable, and necessary expenses.

75. Pursuant to R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b), when a complaint filed with the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION “sets forth a failure to comply with or a violation of division
(G)...of section 3517.13..., and that the complaint is filed during one of the periods of time
specified in division (B)(1) of section”, then the staff attorney, i.e., PHILIP RICHTER, “shall
recommend to the commission that the complaint receive an expedited hearing” and, in turn, the
OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have the legal duty to
provide for “such a hearing” with respect to the complaint.

76. As the OEC Expenditures Complaint alleges a violation of R.C. 3517.13(G)(1),
MARY CAPELLA was entitled to have an expedited hearing on the OEC Expenditures
Complaint.

77. As the OEC Expenditures Complaint alleges a violation of R.C. 3517.13(0),
MARY CAPELLA was entitled to have an expedited hearing on the OEC Expenditures
Complaint.

78. The OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive
Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have denied and refused to provide
for expedited hearings on the OEC Expenditures Complaint.

79. On April 8, 2022, PHILIP RICHTER as the Executive Director/Staff Attorney of
the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION transmitted an email to undersigned counsel with his
determination on whether he would comply with the mandate of state law to expedite the OEC
Expenditures Complaint as it contained an allegation of the violation of R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) and

a separate violation of R.C. 3517.13(0).
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80. A copy of the transmittal email from PHILIP RICHTER to undersigned counsel is
attached hereto as Exhibit D.

81. A copy of the determination memorandum prepared by PHILIP RICHTER with
respect to the OEC Expenditures Complaint is attached hereto as Exhibit E-2.

82. As indicated in the transmittal email, i.e., Exhibit D, PHILIP RICHTER declared
the OEC Expenditures Complaint “will not receive an expedited Probable Cause Panel review”.

83. As further indicated in the transmittal email, i.e., Exhibit D, PHILIP RICHTER
made the determination not to expedite the OEC Expenditures Complaint based upon the
“longstanding Commission consideration of such requests” (which as indicated above, see
paragraph 33, was to not expedite any complaint other than those alleging false statements
notwithstanding the mandate of state law), as well as such decision being undertaken “with the
assent of the Commission” (though, as developed below, see paragraphs 88-99, such decision or
assent by the COMMISSION MEMBERS was not done in conformity or compliance with the
Open Meetings Act).

84. MARY CAPELLA has a clear legal right to have the OEC Expenditures Complaint
processed and afforded an expedited hearing under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b).

85. The OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive
Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have a clear legal duty to comply
with the mandates of R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) to afford MARY CAPELLA an expedited hearing
under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) with respect to the OEC Expenditures Complaint.

86. MARY CAPELLA lacks a remedy in the ordinary course of law, especially in light
of the close proximity of the forthcoming primary election on May 3, 2022, and the lack of any

meaningful and timely review of the denial of an expedite hearing
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87. Additionally, and alternatively, in refusing to afford MARY CAPELLA an
expedited hearing under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) with respect to the OEC Expenditures
Complaint, the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive
Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS have, as a public body or a public
official, engaged in fraud or corruption, abuse of discretion, or a clear disregard of the law.

The Ohio Elections Commission in conclusion with the Executive Director

privately made the decision to not expedite complaints notwithstanding the mandate of
state law and, in particular, the complaints filed by Mary Capella

88. At the meeting of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION held on April 7, 2022,
PHILIP RICHTER informed that COMMISSION MEMBERS that he had just received
complaints, i.e., the OEC Contributions Complaint and the OEC Expenditures Complaint, for
which undersigned counsel for Relator had informed PHILIP RICHTER of the requirement to
expedite it under state law but that, based upon and in light the prior policy direction of the
OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION (in derogation of state law), see paragraph 33, above, Mr.
RICHTER did not anticipate expediting the OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC
Expenditures Complaint.

89. At the meeting of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION held on April 7, 2022,
PHILIP RICHTER indicated that he would, after the meeting, circulate all the materials relating
to the OEC Contributions Complaint and the OEC Expenditures Complaint, as well as the
related statutes, to the COMMISSION MEMBERS and that he would then “ask for input” from
the COMMISSION MEMBERS (outside of the confines of any meeting of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION). These comments are available from the video of the meeting
held on April 7, 2022, and published on the YouTube channel of the OHIO ELECTIONS

COMMISSION at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTDORxLmMBOc, at 2:12:53 -2:13:07.
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Mr. RICHTER further indicated that he would “circulate [to the COMMISSION MEMBERS]
everything this afternoon”, as indicated on the foregoing video at 2:16:14 - 2:16:16.

90. Thus, as indicated by the statements of PHILIP RICHTER as the Executive
Director/Staff Attorney of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION made during the meeting of
the COMMISSION on April 7, 2022, he would be providing information to the COMMISSION
MEMBERS concerning and relating to the OEC Contributions Complaint and the OEC
Expenditures Complaint, including the Complaints themselves, and seeking a decision or
direction from the COMMISSION MEMBERS as to whether to expedite the preliminary hearing
on either complaint pursuant to R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b).

91. Based on information and belief, PHILIP RICHTER as the Executive Director/Staff
Attorney of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION did distribute various materials to the
COMMISSION MEMBERS concerning and relating to the OEC Contributions Complaint and
the OEC Expenditures Complaint, including the Complaints themselves, in order to obtain a
decision or direction from the COMMISSION MEMBERS as to whether to expedite the
preliminary hearing on either complaint pursuant to R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b).

92. As indicated the transmittal email from PHILIP RICHTER to undersigned counsel,
i.e., Exhibit D, the decision to deny MARY CAPELLA an expedited hearing on either the OEC
Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint was made “with the assent of the
Commission”.

93. As indicated in both determination memoranda prepared by PHILIP RICHTER
with respect to the OEC Contributions Complaint and the OEC Expenditures Complaint, i.e.,

Exhibits E-1 & E-2, the decision to deny MARY CAPELLA an expedited hearing on either the
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OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint was made “with the
concurrence of the Commission”.

94. At no time after April 7, 2022, did the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION and the
COMMISION MEMBERS conduct an open meeting of the COMMISSION whereat they
considered or made a decision with respect to a policy to operate in contravention of R.C.
3517.154(A)(2)(b), including “assenting” or “concurring” to not expedite any hearing on either
the OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint.

95. At no time after April 7, 2022, did the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION and the
COMMISION MEMBERS conduct an open meeting of the COMMISSION whereat they
considered or made a decision with respect to the OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC
Expenditures Complaint, including “assenting” or “concurring” to not expedite any hearing on
either the OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint.

96. In consulting with and obtaining the <“assent” or ‘“concurrence” of the
COMMISSION MEMBERS as to not conduct an expedited hearing on either the OEC
Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint, PHILIP RICHTER as Executive
Director/Staff Attorney of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION and the COMMISSION
MEMBERS engaged in fraud or corruption, abuse of discretion, or a clear disregard of the law,
as R.C. 3517.154 does not provide or authorize the COMMISSION MEMBERS to weigh in or
assess on whether any complaint should be expedited to a preliminary hearing panel. In so doing,
the COMMISSION MEMBERS exceeded their statutory authority.

97. The members of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION have no role, duty, input,
or decision-making authority concerning whether any complaint should be expedited pursuant to

R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) yet, with respect to the OEC Contributions Complaint and the OEC
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Expenditures Complaint, the COMMISSION MEMBERS illegally and impermissibly intervened
into the mandatory referral for an expedite preliminary hearing and, as a result, engaged in fraud
or corruption, abuse of discretion, or a clear disregard of the law as a public body or public
officials.

98. In “assenting” or “concurring” to not afford MARY CAPELLA an expedited
hearing on either the OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint, the
COMMISSION MEMBERS engaged in fraud or corruption, abuse of discretion, or a clear
disregard of the law, as the conduct of making the decision to provide “assent” or “concurrent”
outside of the confines of an open meeting of the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION violated
or threatened to violate the Open Meetings Act.

99. Thus, in addition to the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as
its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS violating a clearly
established duty, the decision to not afford MARY CAPELLA an expedited hearing on either the
OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint constitutes fraud or
corruption, abuse of discretion, or a clear disregard of the law by a public body or public official
not otherwise subject to appellate review and, accordingly, mandamus should issue.

Issuance of a Writ of Mandamus is Warranted

100. Relator MARY CAPELLA has a clear legal right to the issuance of the writ of
mandamus to obtain an order directing the OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP
RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS to
schedule and conduct an expedite preliminary hearing on the OEC Contributions Complaint

and/or the OEC Expenditures Complaint as set forth above.
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101. Respondents OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its
Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS are under a clear legal
duty to comply with the legal mandates in R.C. 3517.154 et seq. whenever a complaint is filed
with COMMISSION in close proximity to an election and alleging violations of the campaign
finance laws set forth in R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b) and Respondents have the further legal duty to
conduct the appropriate expedited hearings within the time frame set forth in R.C. 3517.154 et
seq.s

102. Respondents OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its
Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and the COMMISSION MEMBERS are under a clear legal
duty to comply with the legal mandates in R.C. 3517.154 et seq. and not to adopt, formally or
informally, any policy, practice or custom in contravention or violation of the law itself,
including the law concerning expedited hearings under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2)(b), so as to deny
MARY CAPELLA and others who might filed complaints subject to mandatory expedited
hearings under R.C. 3517.154(A)(2) are denied such hearings.

103. Relator MARY CAPELLA lacks a remedy in the ordinary course of law, especially
in light of the close proximity of the forthcoming primary election on May 3, 2022, and the lack
of any meaningful and timely review of the denial of an expedite hearing.

104. Furthermore, and alternatively, the actions of Respondents OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION, PHILIP RICHTER as its Executive Director/Staff Attorney, and/or the
COMMISSION MEMBERS in denying MARY CAPELLA an expedited hearing on either the
OEC Contributions Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint is the result of fraud or
corruption, abuse of discretion, or a clear disregard of the law by Respondents in their capacity

as a public body or public officials for which no timely appeal lies.
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105. Additionally, this case presents and raises a debatable constitutional question or a
matter of great public or general interest, including the constitutional authority of an unelected
administrative body to adopt policies contrary to or in violation of both the letter and spirit of
statutory enactments, as well as the viability of any policy, practice, or custom of the OHIO
ELECTIONS COMMISSION to issue essentially a carte blanche prohibition on conducting any
expedited hearings on any complaints alleging violations of the campaign finance laws, as
opposed to adhering to the requirements for both mandatory and discretionary expedited hearings

as set forth in R.C. 3517.154.

WHEREFORE, the STATE OF OHIO, by and through Relator MARY CAPELLA, and,

in support of its claim, hereby applies and request this Court to order the issuance of a
peremptory writ of mandamus or, alternatively, an alternative writ of mandamus, compelling the
Respondents to comply forthwith with their legal duties as set forth above or as established by
the evidence, including, without limitation, promptly referring either the OEC Contributions
Complaint or the OEC Expenditures Complaint, or both, to an expedited preliminary hearing
pursuant to R.C. 3517.154 et seq., as well as to expedite any other ensuring process or hearings
consistent with R.C. 3517.154 et seq.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Curt C. Hartman

Curt C. Hartman

THE LAW FIRM OF CURT C. HARTMAN

7394 Ridgepoint Drive, Suite 8

Cincinnati, Ohio 45230

(513) 379-2923
hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net

Attorney for Relator
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VERIFICATION
State of Ohio, County of Clermont ) ss:
Comes now, Curt C. Hartman, counsel for the Relator, having been duly cauti

sworn, and declares that he has personal knowledge of the fa
allegations are true and accurate.

Sworn to and subscribed before me, a Notlry Public in anékngw State of Ohio, on
this the 11th day of April 2022.

SETH KIRCHNER
Notary Public
State of Ohio

My Comm. Expires
December 22, 2026
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OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION
MARY CAPELLA : Case No. 2022G- (2 / L

Complainant,
V.

JOE BLYSTONE . COMPLAINT
8677 Oregon Road .
Canal Winchester, QOhio 43110,

and

FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE
8677 Oregon Road
Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110,

and

M. JANE BLYSTONE :
Treasurer, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE : RECEIVED

8677 Oregon Road :
Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110, : APR 07 2022

Respondents. : OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION

1. The heart of campaign finance laws is full and timely disclosure so as to provide
voters with complete information about the true and actual funding sources and expenditures of
campaign committees supporting candidates seeking election to public office.

2. JOE BLYSTONE is currently a candidate for governor and FRIENDS OF JOE
BLYSTONE is the campaign committee registered with the Secretary of State for the purposes of
receiving contributions and making expenditures in support of the campaign of JOE BLYSTONE.

3.  Pursuant to R.C. 3517.10(A), “every campaign committee...shall file...a full, true

and itemized statement, made under penalty of election falsification, setting forth in detail the

contributions and expenditures, not later than. .. (3) [t]he last business day of January of every year

to reflect the contributions received and expenditures made from the close of business on the last

Exhibit A-1



day reflected in the last previously filed statement, to the close of business on the last day of
December of the previous year.” This report is generally known as an “Annual Report”.

4.  As indicated on the website of the Ohio Secretary of State, FRIENDS OF JOE
BLYSTONE filed its 2021 Anrnual Report (presumably in January 2022). Within the 2021 Annual
Report, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE failed to file a full, true, and itemized statement setting
forth in detail the contributions and expenditures, together with the receipts supporting the latter.
Violation No. I/ Failure to Report Contributors of $95,849.00 in Contributions: FRIENDS OF
JOE BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) & 3517.10(B)(4) when it failed to report the
full name and address of each person from whom contributions are received and, instead,

reported accumulative amounts of contributions received at events or locations, including,
contributions more than likely in excess of twenty-five dollars.

Violation No. 2/ Failure to Report Contributors of $95,849.00 in Contributions: FRIENDS OF
JOE BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.10(B)(4) when it failed to keep and maintain an account
for all contributions received, including contributions less of twenty-five dollars at any events
or locations.

5.  Attached hereto as Exhibit A is the Cover Page Report for FRIENDS OF JOE
BLYSTONE as obtained from the website of the Secretary of State.

6.  Asindicated in the Cover Page Report, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE reported a
total of $314,447.52 in contributions in the 2021 Annual Report.

7.  Pursuant to Ohio Rev, Code 3517.10(B)(4)}b)(1), the statement of contributions in

every campaign finance report must include “[t]he full name and address of each person ... from

whom contributions are recetved”.

8.  Pursuant to Qhio Rev. Code 3517.10(B)(4)(e), the statement of contributions in

every campaign finance report must include *“[a] separately itemized account of all
contributions...regardless of the amount, except a receipt of a contribution from a person in the

sum of twenty-five dollars or less at one social or fund-raising activity.... A campaign



committee. ..shall keep records of contributions from each person in the amount of twenty-five

dollars or less at one social or fund-raising activity....”

9. Pursuant to Qhio Admin, Code 111:2-4-13(a), “account of contributions shall be

kept, by any reasonable accounting procedure, of all contributions received by or on behalf of the
entity, regardless of the amount of the contribution received or the circumstances of where the
contribution was received. The account shall include the name and street address of the
contributor, the date the contribution was received, the form in which the contribution was
received, and the amount of the contribution.”

10.  Attached hereto as Exhibit B are some of the confributions received by FRIENDS OF
JOE BLYSTONE as contained in the 2021 Annual Report totaling $95,849.00 wherein the identify
of the contributor is not indicated but, instead, are locations or event descriptions. This amount
represents 28% of all the contributions received by FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE during the
pertinent period.

11. Assuming each of the contributions reported on Exhibit B were cumulative of
individual contributions of $25, this would equate to total of 3,834 individual doners.

12.  As set forth in Count Two in the Complaint filed with the Ohio Elections Commission
in Case No. 2021G-022, styled Sarah Chambers v. Joseph K. Blystone, which is incorporated here
by reference, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE reported in its 2021 Semi-Annual Report
contributions of $88,142 in a similar fashion as that in Exhibit B, which, if each and everyone
consisted of $25 contributions, would equate to total of 3,834 individual donors.

13.  As set forth in Counts Six, Seven and Eleven in the Complaint filed with the Ohio
Elections Commission in Case No. 2021G-022, styled Sarakh Chambers v. Joseph K. Blystone,

which is incorporated here by reference, personnel associated with FRIENDS OF JOE



BLYSTONE have attested under oath wherein FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE would regularly
conduct events and accept cash donations in excess of $25 but not itemized such contributions in
campaign finance reports and it readily appears that such reporting is continuing with some or all

of the contributions indicated on Exhibit B.

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that the Ohio Elections Commission:

(i) Consistent with the process and procedure mandated by Ohio Rev. Code 3517.154(B)(2)(b)
& Code 3517.156, set the matter for an expedited hearing before a panel of the Commission
to determine whether probable cause exists to refer the matter to the full commission for
hearing under Ohio Rev. Code 3517.155;

(i) Upon a finding of probable cause to believe that the failure to comply with or the violation
of a law alleged in the complaint has occurred, to conduct an expedited hearing before the
full Commission consistent with Ohio Rev. Code 3517.156(C)(2).

and at the conclusion of the hearing before the full Commission:

(i) find the violations by and JOE BLYSTONE, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE, and its
treasurer, M. JANE BLYSTONE, of the violations of the campaign finance laws set forth
above, or as otherwise established by the evidence;

(i1) impose the appropriate fines under Ohio Rev. Code 3517.993;
(iii) refer the matter to the Franklin County Prosecuting Attorney; and

(iv) grant any other relief to which Complainant may be entitled, in law or in equity.

STATE OF OHIO, COUNTY OF BUTLER ) ss:

Complainant MARY CAPELLA, having been duly cautioned and sworn, states that the
facts in the foregoing Complaint are based upon personal knowledge supported by the exhibits and

attached hereto and are true and accurate.

Mary ‘Cﬁpeﬂé

MOTARY PUBLIC < BTAYTE OF OHIO
2y Commission hes ho cuplrolioR
@My, Sotion 24700 ORD
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OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION

MARY CAPELLA : Case No. 2022G- Q l@

Complainant,
v.

FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE . COMPLAINT
8677 Oregon Road :
Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110,

and

JOE BLYSTONE
8677 Oregon Road
Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110,

and

M. JANE BLYSTONE :
Treasurer, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE . RECKEIVED
8677 Oregon Road s

Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110, : APR G 7 2027

Respondents. : OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION

1. The heart of campaign finance laws is full and timely disclosure so as to provide
voters with complete information about the true and actual funding sources and expenditures of
campaign committees supporting candidates seeking election to public office.

2. JOE BLYSTONE is currently a candidate for governor and FRIENDS OF JOE
BLYSTONE is the campaign committee registered with the Secretary of State for the purposes of
receiving contributions and making expenditures in support of the campaign of JOE BLYSTONE.

3. Pursuant to R.C. 3517.10(A), “every campaign committee...shall file...a full, true

and itemized statement, made under penalty of election falsification, setting forth in detail the

contributions and expenditures, not later than... (3) [t]he last business day of January of every year

to reflect the contributions received and expenditures made from the close of business on the last
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day reflected in the last previously filed statement, to the close of business on the last day of
December of the previous year.” This report is generally known as an “Annual Report”,

4.  As indicated on the website of the Ohio Secretary of State, FRIENDS OF JOE
BLYSTONE filed its 2021 Annual Report (presumably in January 2022). Within the 2027 Annual
Report, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE failed to file a full, true, and itemized statement setting
forth in detail the contributions and expenditures, together with the receipts supporting the latter.
Violation No. 1 / Failure to File Receipts in Support of Expenditures Totaling $235,044.93:
FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) & 3517.10(D)(4) when it failed
to file any receipts and/or other documentation supporting the expenditures totaling

$235,044.93 for its 2021 Arnual Report, let alone filing such receipts and/or other
documentation on or before January 31, 2022.

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit A i1s the Cover Page Report for FRIENDS OF JOE
BLYSTONE as obtained from the website of the Secretary of State.

6.  As indicated in the Cover Page Report, FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE reported a
total of $235,044.93 in expenditures in the 2027 Annual Report.

7.  Pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code 3517.10(D){4), “[e]very expenditure in excess of

twenty-five dollars shall be vouched for by a receipted bill, stating the purpose of the expenditure,
that shall be filed with the statement of expenditures.”

8. Pursuant to Ohio Admin. Code 111:2-5-03, “[a]ny entity that files a statement by

electronic means of transmission ... shall also file a copy of the canceled checks or paid receipts
required by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.”

9. Pursuant to Ohio Admin. Code 111:2-5-03(A) & (B), the copy of the canceled

checks or paid receipts required by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code shall be filed or
postmarked “not later than the date the statement is required” which, in the case of the 2021 Annual

Report, was January 31, 2022,



10. Pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code 3517.13(G)}(1), “[n]o person shall knowingly conceal

... any [] information required to be reported by a provision in sections 3517.08 to 3517.13 of the
Revised Code.”

[i. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a copy of an email from the Ohio Secretary of State
to Complainant’s legal counsel confirming that FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE failed to file any
(let alone, timely) receipts and/or supporting documentation of expenditures with respect to the
2021 Annual Report, though it has filed some receipts and/or supporting documentation in support
of the 2021 Semi-Annual Report (filed in July 2021}.

Violation No. 2 / Failure to State Purpose or Object of Expenditures; FRIENDS OF JOE
BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.13(G)(1) & 3517.10(A) when it knowingly concealed

information required to be reported by R.C. 3517.10(B)(5)}(c) and, in so doing, failed to file
a “full, true, and itemized” campaign finance report.

12. Pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code 3517.13(B)(S){¢), the statement of expenditures in every

campaign finance report must include “[t]he object or purpose for which the expenditure was

made”.

13. Pursuant to Qhio Rev. Code 3517.13(G)(1), “[n]o person shall knowingly conceal

... any [} information required to be reported by a provision in sections 3517.08 to 3517.13 of the

Revised Code.”

14. Attached hereto as Exhibit C are expenditures by FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE as
contained in the 2021 Annual Report wherein no purpose was stated for the expenditures totaling

$103,792.20.



Violation No. 3 / Hlegal Use/Convrsion of Campaign Funds for Personal Use: FRIENDS OF
JOE BLYSTONE and JOE BLYSTONE violated R.C. 3517.13(0) in that the campaign
committee utilized or provided campaign funds so as to benefit JOE BLYSTONE personally
and not for legitimate, verifiable, and necessary to the campaign itself.

15. Pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code 3517.13(0Q), “[n]o beneficiary of a campaign fund or

other person shall convert for personal use, and no person shail knowingly give to a beneficiary of
a campaign fund or any other person, for the beneficiary’s or any other person’s personal use,
anything of value from the beneficiary’s campaign fund.” Excepted from the foregoing prohibition
is the reimbursement of a beneficiary of a campaign fund for certain purposes provides that such
expenses are “legitimate and verifiable” and, in certain instances, “necessary”.

16. Ohio Rev. Code 3517.13(R)(1) provides that “[R.C. 3517.13(0)] does not prohibit a
campaign committee from making direct advance or post payment from contributions to vendors
for goods and services for which reimbursement 1s permitted under [R.C. 3517.13(0)}].”

17. Ohio Rev. Code 3517.13(R}2) provides that “[i]f any expense that may be
reimbursed under [R.C. 3517.13(0)] is part of other expenses that may not be paid or reimbursed,
the separation of the two types of expenses for the purpose of allocating for payment or
reimbursement those expenses that may be paid or reimbursed may be by any reasonable
accounting method, considering all of the surrounding circumstances.”

18. Ohio Rev. Code 3517.13(R)3) provides that “[f]or purposes of [R.C. 3517.13(0)],
mileage allowance at a rate not greater than that allowed by the internal revenue service at the time
the travel occurs may be paid instead of reimbursement for actual travel expenses allowable.

19. Attached hereto as Exhibit D are expenditures by FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE as
contained in the 2021 Annual Report wherein the purpose was indicated as being for fuel or, in
those instances when no purpose of the expenditure was stated in the 2027 Annual Report, the

vendor involved appears to have been fuel-related. As indicated therein, FRIENDS OF JOE

-4 -



BLYSTONE simply made bulk purchases of fuel (sometime multiple purchases on the same day
at the same location) instead of
20. Additionally, as indicated on the expenditures for which no purpose was listed, i.e.,

Exhibit C, the failure to provide any statement of purpose may have been used as a subterfuge to
purchase items for the personal use and enjoyment of JOE BLYSTONE and which were not
legitimate, verifiable, and necessary to the work of FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE. Such
expenditures include, but are not necessarily limited to

a. multiple purchases from Amazon in the total amount of $649.78;

b. various purchases at Blystone Farm/Blystone Restaurant, the family business

of JOE BLYSTONE;
c. multiple purchases at Rod’s Western Palace (which advertises itself —

https://www.rods.com/about-us — as “your source for everything Western, from

Western apparel and tack to unique Western gifts and home décor”) in the total
amount of $340.50;
d. apurchase at Silver Spur Western Store (which advertises itself — http:/www.

silverspurwesternstore.com/index.php ?route=information/information&infor

mation_id=4 — as “the leader in Ohio for a complete line of western wear
offering”.

21. All of the foregoing lack any indication of the purpose for the purchase, together with
the nature of the vendors being that such items are or may reasonably be likely to not be for
legitimate, verifiable, and necessary campaign expenses but, instead, for personal use,
consumption, or ultimate conversion.

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that the Ohio Elections Commission:



(1) Consistent with the process and procedure mandated by Ohio Rev. Code 3517.154(B)(2)(b)
& Code 3517.156, set the matter for an expedited hearing before a panel of the Commission
to determine whether probable cause exists to refer the matter to the full commission for
hearing under Ohio Rev. Code 3517.155;

(i1) Upon a finding of probable cause to believe that the failure to comply with or the violation
of a law alleged in the complaint has occurred, to conduct an expedited hearing before the
full Commission consistent with Ohio Rev. Code 3517.156(C)(2).

and at the conclusion of the hearing before the full Commission:

(i) find the violations by FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE, its treasurer, M. JANE
BLYSTONE, and JOE BLYSTONE of the violations of the campaign finance laws set
forth above, or as otherwise established by the evidence;

(i) impose the appropriate fines under Ohio Rev. Code 3517.993;
(iii) refer the matter to the Franklin County Prosecuting Attorney; and

(iv) grant any other relief to which Complainant may be entitled, in law or in equity.

STATE OF OHIO, COUNTY OF BUTLER ) ss:

Complainant MARY CAPELLA, having been duly cautioned and sworn, states that the
facts in the foregoing Complaint are based upon personal knowledge supported by the exhibits and

attached hereto and are true and accurate.
\7%\1/} QM

Mary Ca e
Sworn to before a Notary Public and subscriped in my %7 6th day of April 2022.
| Laga

/cum G, HARTwAk Anoi/ney/at LW

ROTARY PUBLIC «|STATE @F OO
Wy Commiwsion o
e, Sortion Mv
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Cincinnati Bell Webmail hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net

Ohio Secretary of State Public Records Request

From : Hetrick, Leah <lhetrick@QOhioSOS.Gov> Tue, Mar 01, 2022 12:41 PM
Subject : Ohio Secretary of State Public Records Request #16 attachments
To : hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net

Mr. Hartman,

This email is to respond to your request for public records, which was received by this office
on February 15, 2022. Specifically, you have requested:

“all receipts and/or supporting document of expenditures filed by Friends of Joe
Blystone campaign committee with respect the following campaign finance reports: (i)
the 2021 Semi-Annual Report (filed in or about July 2021); and (ii) the 2021 Annual
Report (filed in January 2022).”

Regarding your request for “the 2021 Annual Report (filed in January 2022),” I have inquired
within our office and determined that there are no records responsive to this request.

As for your request for “the 2021 Semi-Annual Report (filed in or about July 2021),” attached
are the records I believe to be responsive to this request. I have redacted the personal, non-
record information in accordance with R.C. § 149.43 and 149.45 respectively.

Sincerely,

[ E Leah Hetrick | Assistant Chief Legal Counsel
Frank | Office of the Ohio Secretary of State

LaRose o.417259505
Bhas Sraretaryof Sate (3115505, gov

Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended for use only by the individual or entity to whom or which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or otherwise exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify me immediately by telephone. Thank you.

Exhibit B
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BEFORE THE OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION

SARAH CHAMBERS CASE NO. Y/ - A

6593 MEADOW GLEN DRIVE S A02G -0

WESTERVILLE, OH 43082 EXHIBIT: \
COMPLAINANT,

VS.

JOSEPH K. BLYSTONE
8677 OREGON ROAD
CANAL WINCHESTER, OH 43110

AND,

M. JANE BLYSTONE, TREASURER IVE

8677 OREGON ROAD RECE D

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH 43110 0CT 28 2021

AND, OHIO ELECTIONS
COMMISSION

FRIENDS OF JOE BLYSTONE

8677 OREGON ROAD

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH 43110

RESPONDENTS, CASENO.
VERIFIED COMPLAINT

Now comes the Complainant, and after being duly cautioned and sworn, deposes and
states the following:
* Tam Sarah Chambers and [ have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein.

* Joseph K. Blystone is an announced Republican Candidate for Governor of Ohio for the
May 2022 primary election.

» Friends of Joe Blystone is the officially designated state campaign committee for Joseph
K. Blystone.
* M. Jane Blystone is the spouse of Joseph K. Blystone and is the treasurer for Friends of

Joe Blystone.

Exhibit B



BACKGROUND

Candidate for Governor Joe Blystone’s campaign has engaged in an unprecedented

level of illegal activity. More than a dozen Blystone for Governor donors, volunteers, and
staff members who witnessed these illegal acts have come forward.

The Blystone for Governor campaign collected tens of thousands of dollars in illegal
donations, failed to document thousands of dollars in donations, violated numerous campaign
finance laws and did so deliberately. As you will see, staff members were given specific
instructions to NOT document donor information. Staff members have provided sworn
affidavits, video documentation, bank statements, and various other pieces of evidence that
show Joe Blystone’s campaign has violated multiple Jaws. These actions raise serious questions
as to who is funding Joe Blystone’s campaign and und ermine our elections process.

Election integrity is paramount to the fabric of our society. We ask the Ohio Elections
Commission to investigate these claims and take appropriate action.

COUNT ONE — DOUGLAS FRANK UNLAWFUL CONTRIBUTION

» Complainant restates the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 4.

*+  OnMay 8, 2021, Douglas Frank attended an event and while there made a $100 cash
contribution directly to Joseph K. Blystone for Friends of Joe Blystone.

+ That contribution was captured on video and can be viewed by watching the disc
attached here as Complainant’s Exhibit #1.

+ Notwithstanding this evidence, a review of the campaign finance records located at the
Ohio Secretary of State indicates NO contributions from Douglas Frank to Friends of Joe
Blystone.

« A list of itemized and unitemized contributions for May 8, 2021, is attached here as

Complainant’s Exhibit #2.



* The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section
3517.10(A)(4) and potentially other violations.

COUNT TWO - EXCESSIVE CASHCONTRIBUTIONS

* Complainant restates the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 10.

*  On July 30, 2021, Respondents filed a campaign finance report with the Ohio Secretary
of State where they disclosed contributions of $258,836.00 of which $88,142.00 or thirty-four
percent (34%) were allegedly cash contributions in amounts of $25 or less.

* Even assuming that each of these alleged persons made a contribution of between $1 and
$25, these totals would mean that cash contributions were received from a range of people as low
as 3,526 or as high as 88,142.

* Complainant is unable to find any other candidate with such a high level of cash
contributions received.

* Complainant alleges that these cash contributions are being reported in this manner in
order to disguise their true size and scope.

* Complainant furtheralleges that these cash contributions are being reported in this
manner in order to facilitate a theft of these campaign funds by the Respondents.

* The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohic Revised Code Section
2921.41(2) Theft in Office.

COUNT THREE - SARAH CHAMBERS ALLEGATIONS

* Complainant restates the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 17.

*  Sarah Chambers served approximately four months as the co-campaign manager for
Friends of Joe Blystone.

» Sarah Chambers made a statement, sworn under oath, which can be found attached here



as Complainant’s Exhibits #3 and #4.

+ Inher statement, Ms. Chambers alleged that she made total contributions in goods and
contributions in the amount of $13,871.97 to Friends of Joe Blystone.

+ Ms. Chambers provided her personal financial records to document those contributions
and those records are attached here as Complainant’s Exhibits #5 through #14.

« Notwithstanding this evidence, Friends of Joe Blystone reported to the Ohio Secretary of
State total contributions in the amount of $515.00 from Sarah Chambers. Please see

Complainant’s attached Exhibit #13.

+ Ms. Chambers further alleges that she then received a partial refund of these
contributions but there is no such information found at the Ohio Secretary of State.

+ Finally, Ms. Chambers alleges that she personally observed numerous other potential
violations of Ohio campaign finance laws committed by Friends of Joe Blystone including being
personally instructed to not write down any donor info.

« The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section
3517.10(A)(4) and potentially other violations.

COUNT FOUR — STEPHANIE FOUCHER ALLEGATIONS

» Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through 26.

+  Stephanie Foucher served approximately three months as a volunteer regional leader for
Friends of Joe Blystone.

« Ms. Foucher made a lengthy statement, sworn under oath, which can be found attached
here as Complainant’s Exhibits #16 and #17.

+  During an event on May 1, 2021, Ms. Foucher alleges that she and her boyfriend Shane



Parrino worked at a Friends of Joe Blystone event where they witnessed numerous contributions
over the amount of $25 in cash that were not reported to the Ohio Secretary of State. These
included donations from Mark Probst and Joyce McFaul.

= An actual list of itemized and un-itemized donations reported to the Ohio Secretary of
State can be found here as Complainant’s Exhibit #18.

« During two events on May 2, 2021, Ms. Foucher alleges that she and her boyfriend Shane

Parrino worked at Blystone campaign events where they witnessed numerous contributions over

the amount of $25 in cash that were not reported to the Ohio Secretary of State. These included
donations from Mary and Robert Jones and Devin McFaul.

»  An actual list of itemized and un-itemized donations reported to the Ohio Secretary of
State can be found here as Complainant’s Exhibit #19.

» Ms. Foucher alleges that she made total contributions to the Friends of Joe Blystone in
excess of $2,000 via cash and contributions through the website.

= Nonetheless, the Blystone campaign only reported a total of $615 in contributions which
reflects Ms. Foucher’s contributions via the website. Please see attached Complainant’s Exhibit
#20.

* Finally, Ms. Foucher alleges that she personally observed numerous other potential
violations of Ohio campaign finance laws committed by Friends of Joe Blystone including being
personally instructed to not write down any donor info.

« Ms. Foucher’s boyfriend, Shane Parrino, also executed a statement in support of Ms.
Foucher’s allegations. It can be found attached here as Complainant’s Exhibit #21.

» The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section
3517.10(A)(4) and potentially other violations.

COUNT FIVE —~ DIANNE B. GARRETT ALLEGATIONS

- Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through 38.



+ Dianne B. Garrett was a volunteer for the Friends of Joe Blystone campaign, and she has
made a statement, sworn under oath, which can be found attached here as Complainant’s
Exhibits #22 and #23.

»  OnJune 11, 2021, Ms. Garrett alleges that she made total donations of $40 at an event for
Friends of Joe Blystone.

» Notwithstanding that evidence, the Friends of Joe Blystone did not report any donations
from Ms. Garrett for that day. See list attached here as Complainant’s Exhibit #24.

» TFinally, Ms. Garrett alleges that that she personally observed numerous other potential
violations of Ohio campaign finance laws committed by Friends of Joe Blystone including being
personally instructed to not write down any donor info.

» The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section
3517.10(A)(4) and potentially other violations.

COUNT SIX — JEFF SEIBERT ALLEGATIONS

+  Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through44.

«  Teff Seibert previously worked as a regional director for the Friends of Joe Blystone
campaign and he has a made a statement, sworn under oath, which can be found attached here as
Complainant’s Exhibits #25 and #26.

+  Mr. Seibert alleges that he attended at least six events put on by Friends of Joe Blystone
where cash donations in excess of $25 were accepted but not itemized in reports filed by
the campaign.

* Finally, Mr. Seibert alleges that he personally observed numerous other potential

violations of Ohio campaign finance laws committed by Friends of Joe Blystone including being
personally instructed to not write down any donor info.

» The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section

3517.10(A)(4) and potentially other violations.



COUNT SEVEN -TRACEY SPARKS ALLEGATIONS

» Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through 49.

* Tracey Sparks previously served as a volunteer for the Friends of Joe Blystone campaign
and she has made a statement, sworn under oath, that can be found attached here as
Complainant’s Exhibits #27 and #28.

» Ms. Sparks alleges that she attended two events for the Friends of Joe Blystone campaign
where cash contributions in excess of $25 were being accepted without donor information
being taken.

»  Ms. Sparks also alleges that she personally observed numerous other potential

violations of Ohio campaign finance laws committed by Friends of Joe Blystone including being
personally instructed to not write down any donor info.

« The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section
3517.10(A)(4) and potentially other violations.

COUNT EIGHT - JACOB NOVOTNY ALLEGATIONS

» Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through 54.

+ Jacob Novotny attended three Friends of Joe Blystone campaign events and he has
executed a statement, which is attached here as Complainant’s Exhibit #29.

+  On May 10, 2021 Mr. Novotny alleges that he attended a campaign event where he
witnessed Joe Blystone place a bucket at the front of the event and ask that cash donations be
placed in it,

» M. Novotny further alleges that no effort was made to attempt to take down any donor
information forthese cash donations.

= A copy of the itemized and un-itemized donors from May 10, 2021 that were reported to
the Ohio Secretary of State can be found attached here as Complainant’s Exhibit #30.

« The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section



3517.10(A)4) and potentially other violations.

COUNT NINE — POP UP KIT CONTRACT
Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through 60.
Throughout the course of this campaign, Friends of Joe Blystone has required volunteers
to enter into a contract with them in order to utilize pop up kits. Please see

Complainant’s attached Exhibit #31.

These pop up kits contain 50 signs, 20 shirts, 20 flags, and 20 stickers and the cost is

$1,070.00.

After the event is concluded, volunteers must either pay $1,070 to the campaign either

from the proceeds of the sale of these items, return any unsold items for credit, and/or pay any

differences themselves. Donors Susan Eddy, and Stacey Jarrett were two who took part in this
pop up kit contract. Many others signed and took part as well, including pop up kits/contracts
that were disbursed by Joe Blystone himself.

The very design of this process calls for the deliberate concealment of the actual donors

to the campaign and clearly appears to violate Ohio’s campaign finance laws.

COUNT TEN - Volunteer #1 ALLEGATIONS
Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through 65.

Volunteer #1 volunteered on the Blystone campaign for approximately four months and
has submitted a statement attached here as Complainant’s Exhibit #32.

Volunteer #1 alleges that she attended over a dozen events where she personally
witnessed members of the Blystone campaign, including Joe Blystone, accepting cash
contributions in excess of $25 without obtaining any donor information.

Volunteer #1 further alleges that she was informed multiple times that it was not
necessary to obtain donor info for anyone that gave $25 or less in cash.

Nonetheless, Volunteer #1 alleges that she personally witnessed many people give $50,

$100, or more in cash without any documentation being taken from them.

In fact, Volunteer #1 alleges that she personally donated $140.00 in cash but



the donation was not reported to the Ohio Secretary of State.

»  Volunteer #1 also alleges that she bought shirts via the Blystone Bonfire online store, has
produced her bank statements to prove the transactions, and the amounts were not
correctly reported to the Ohio Secretary of State. Please sce Complainant’s attached
Exhibits #33, #34, and #35.

 The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section

3517.10(A)(4) and potentially other violations.
COUNT ELEVEN - AMANDA HELMICK ALLEGATIONS
» Complainant restates the allegations found in paragraphs 1 through 73.
«  AmandaHelmick was a volunteer forthe Friends of Joe Blystone campaign and her

statement can be found attached here as Complainant’s Exhibit #36.

+  Ms. Helmick alleges that she attended a campaign event on May 15, 2021 where she was
specifically told NOT to document information from donors.

» The activities alleged here appear to be a violation of Ohio Revised Code Section

3517.10(A)4) and potentially other violations.
June 6" Event at Blystone Farm
Multiple inconsistencies appear on Joe Blystone’s campaign finance report regarding his

June 6™ fundraiser held at Blystone Farm. Video evidence shows Joe accepting a donation of
$200 cash from an unknown man. This contribution is not documented. No male appears on his
campaign finance report as donating $100 or $200 to the Blystone campaign on this date.
In addition, Blystone’s finance reports $500 in kind donation from an organization named
“Pickaway County Leaders.” No such entity exists.
WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that the panel find probable cause fora violation and
proceed to a full hearing on this matter. Furthermore, Complainant requests that if a violation is

found at a full hearing that the Ohio Elections Commission recommend prosecution by the

Franklin County Prosecuting Attomey. Finally, Complainant requests that if a violation is found



of the allegations in Count Two, that Respondents be forever disqualified to serve as public
officials.

Further Affiant saith naught.

Lobg™ ™

flant

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence this day of

( ;b 510&(/ , 2021

.........

ast
g -,

== | JAMES F. GINLEY
5* Notary Public, State of Ohio
2 My Commlsswn Expires
G December 4, 2024
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$20.00

$250.00
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$20.00
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$20.00
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NORRIS 3991 HUMPHREY SEMIANNUAL

= RICHFIELD OH 44286 2021 05/08/2021 $50.00 “ RETIRED OF JOE
SANDRA ROAD (JuLy) BLYSTONE
FRIENDS
10268 SHELLE
RANCK JAY = NOM_M . ¥ THORNVILLE OH 43076 m_m_?_..__xzzc}r 2021 05/08/2021 $200.00 - SELF OF JOE
BLYSTONE
FRIENDS
SERGENT - 400 N MAIN ST WEST OH 45383 SEMIANNUAL 2021 05/08/2021 $10.00 = RETIRED OF JOE
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BLYSTONE
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Note

Please note that queries based on specific candidates/committees, date ranges and entity types are updated regularly on the File Transfer Page (FTP) (f?p=CFDISCLOSURE:73).
Persons seeking large amounts of campaign finance data should check the FTP (f?p=CFDISCLOSURE:73) first (see above blue tab). Users attempting to query very large amounts
of data (greater than 10,000 records) from the Simple or Advanced Search will be required to narrow the search criteria in order to reduce the number of records returned.

Disclaimer

THE SEARCHABLE CAMPAIGN FINANCE DATA ONLY CONTAINS DATA FROM THE YEAR 2015 TO PRESENT AND CONTAINS BOTH AUDITED AND UNAUDITED DATA. AS REPORTS
ARE AUDITED OR COMMITTEES UPDATE INFORMATION, THE DATA WILL CHANGE. FOR DATA PRIOR TO 2015, PLEASE UTILIZE THE FILES FROM THE FILE TRANSFER PAGE (FTP).
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State of Ohio }
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My name is Sarah Chambers and | worked on the Blystone campaign for 4 months. | attended dozens of events
where | witnessed Joe Blystone, his wife Jane, and volunteers accepting campaign contributions in excess of $25
without requesting or accepting the donors information. Myself and others questioned this practice and offered to
document and track contributions, signs sold, and t-shirts sold, but we were told that it wasn't necessary at the time. |
witnessed hundreds of give $50, $100 and more without any documentation being taken from volunteers. At most
events, we would have a donation bucket for any cash donations to be put in. At the end of the event, we would
empty the cash, without knowing who gave what, and give the cash to Joe or Jane.

| personally donated several thousand dollars to Joe Blystone and the donation was not reported on his campaign
finance report. | was able to receive a partial refund, but that wasn’t disclosed either.

| have attached my own personal records of my donations to the campaign including several items that | purchased
myself as donations. These are noted on my credit card statement on 6/5/21 as Shoot Point blank(a gun for auction),
Rod’s Western Place(2 hats for auction) and several amazon purchases used for auction.

This shady activity is one of many reasons | left the Blystone campaign. | have reason to believe that Blystone
received more money than he has reported on his filing. | strongly suggest the Ohio Secretary of State launch an
investigation into this activity immediately.

Sarah Chambers
wvo\ﬂ\ t)yvﬁ/\v\)b_m
10/19/2021
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A *JOE BLYSTONE 225-250-1301 OH Services
A




REDEEMED THIS PEI

| 5% Cashback Bt
APR-JUN

Gas Stations, Wholes:
Streaming Services

10 $75 in 5%

PURCHASES  MERCHA

—eil

A *JOE BLYSTONE 225-250-1301 OH
A *JOE BLYSTONE

Services

03/24

0
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Transactions continued

TRANS,
DATE PURCHASES MERCHANT CATEGORY AMOUNT

e

202 ‘0N Bisquinig

« )

04/14 A *JOE BLYSTONE 225-250-1301 OH  Services $100.00
~ A*JOE BLYSTONE R— —
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05/13  A*JOE BLYSTONE 225-350-1301 OH  Services $700,00
_ A*JOE BLYSTONE J——— .
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A *JOE BLYSTONE




View invoice

Shipment details

FREE Prime Delivery

Delivered

Delivery Estimate
Thursday, June 3, 2021 by 9pm

VSVO Ohio Flag 3x5 Ft
-300D Nylon Premium
Outdoor Embroidered
OH Flag...

Qty: 2

Sold By: VSVO Flags

Double Sided Dont
Tread on Me Gadsden

&

8025 "0N fsaquinig

$25.99

$21.99



View invoice

Shipment details

Two-Day Shipping

Delivered

Delivery Estimate
Thursday, June 3, 2021 by 8pm

Personalized Custom
Whiskey Glass (Set Of
4), Engraved Etched...

Qty: 1
Sold By: DADDY FACTORY

Contact Seller

$58.99

-
—

8024 ‘o Buequnig




TRANS. N

06/05  ROD'S WESTERN PALACE 614-268-8200 OH  Merchandise $96.64

05/05  AMIN MKTP U5*2X2XC1LCo Merchandise 50,48
ARMZNCOMBILLWA
ED1IRGOEKIY

06/05  SHOOTPOINT BLANK 5137660830 0H  Merchandise $517.87

~

g0g5 o Disqunig
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2075 "oN Bsquinig

06/14  A*JOE BLYSTONE 225-250-1301 OH Services $6,000.00
A *JOE BLYSTONE » _ _
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Biscovercome 100347 2603 Distova
dovamlosdonir app 0 TDD L EOD IAFF6AT . YO {ex 0103
; C Lal St
LOBIOZ-pI0d

: Pagehol g
RY MORE® CARDENDING IN6459
DATE: 2A735/2027 - 0%/ 26 2021

Transactions continued

3

JMERCHANT CATEGORY

0513 A~JOE BLYSTONE 2725 350.1301 OH
A CIOE BLYSTONE

T Serices $700.50
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BLYSTONE
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SARAH DRIVE SOUTH {uLyy BLYSTONE
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of data (greater than 16,000 records) from the Simple or Advanced Search will be required to narrow the search criteria in order to reduce the number of records retumed.
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AFFIDAVIT
State of Ohio }

County of L Lga )

My name is _.S, }?iﬁ?/fﬁﬂ/ & /4/:/:/ 'jléf' - I swear and/or affirm, under

penalty of perjury, that the attached statement was made upon my personal knowledge and it is
true to the best of my belief and understanding,

Respectfully submitted,

%/%};/? e AL ~—

Signatur

/{/ﬁa}/ﬂ@g/

Date

Sworn to and subscribed in my presence this dj l i day of _@H&E&J 202 [ by

3%@}3@;&3{@' Imgahg{_\' [Name of Signer].

Signaturc of Notary
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QOctober 19, 2021

My name is Stephanie Foucher. The Purpose of this statement is to address a variety of
financial concerns | personally witnessed within the Joe Blystone Governor for Ohio campaign.

| volunteered with Joe Blystone's campaign shortly after he declared as a formal candidate for
Governor of Ohio 2022. | volunteered from March of 2021 untif May of 2021. | submitted a
formal letter of resignation to his campalgn in May of 2021 due to many red flags | witnessed in
regards to the handling of maney, he and his campaign’s unprofessionalism and many other
actions | felt to be unethical,

At the beginning of Blystone's campaigh | accepted the role of Regional Leader for Lake,
Geauga and Ashtabula counties. As a resident of NE Ohio | am well acquainted with afl three
counties.

Three events were scheduled in NE Ohio on the weekend of May 1, 2021 thru May 2, 2021.
May 1, 2021 the first event in NE Ohio was held at The Plank Road Tavern in Montville, Ohio.
My fiancé of ten years, Shane Parrino, came with me to help at the event. Joe and Jane
Blystone arrived late to the event because they had three events prior to making it to The Plank
Road event, Regardless, once Joe arrived | had already set up an area with a patriotic
tablecloth, a large black binder to keep track of donations and sign sales, another binder to write
down volunteer information and three patriotic tins. The tins were to be used for cash donations,
Blystone’s campaign literature and the other tin for 100 pocketbook constitution’s | purchased at
my own cost. | gave them away for free because | felt every American should own one.

The event at Plank Road had a rather large turnout. The entire inside of the bar was packed and
also the back patio where Joe gave his speech. The back patio is where | had set up everything
pertaining to Joe Blystone for the event. Over the course of the event | personally witnessed
several dozen donations over $25, $50, $100 even as high as $300. | know these donations
were never recorded because when | offered to document everything and shared | brought a
binder to keep track of sign sales and donations | was told not to by the Blystone’s. | was only
permitted to write down any potential volunteer information in my other small binder | brought
with me.

Two people | know personally who were in attendance made donations and neither were
documented. Mark Prabst

purchased two yard campaign signs on May 1st at The Plank Road event. Yard signs run $5 a
piece. He gave $300 to us for the two signs and said to keep the remaining $290 for a cash
donation to the Blystone campaign. His donation was not documented. Joyce McFaul donated
$20 in cash and purchased two yard signs at the Plank Road event. Her contributions of $30
were not documented. Countless others made cash donations and purchased campaign signs
all of which were not documented. | would believe it safe to say the amount of money to come in
at the event would be near $2,000 as Shane and | were the primary handlers of the cash during
the entire event.

At the end of the event there was no counting of the cash donations which were received for
confirmation. Jane Blystone, treasurer of the Blystone campaign, quickly came up to the table,
opening the tin with all of the cash in it. She grabbed all of the money and shoved the money
into a smaller purse she had within her personal handbag. | did not see her count the money at

EXHIBIT
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all. Joe and Jane Blystone stayed after the event enjoying some drinks while speaking with
guests and us for a few hours. They then left and went to their hotel in Mentor.

On May 2, 2021 Blystone had two events. The first event was a private event held at Vitality
Church in Mentor, Ohio. After the Sunday service there was a gathering down in the
recreational area of the church. | only had a cup of coffee and left because the Garfield Park
event started at 12pm and we needed to set up.

Shane and | drove the five minute drive to Garfield Park and began setting everything up
underneath the pavilion. Many attendees were already there. Again, this was a large turnout, It
was a windy day and some came out to help us unload signs, the American fiag, and literature.
It took Joe Blystone an additional thirty minutes to make it five minutes down the road. When he
finally arrived he apologized for being late. Many attendees had already started purchasing
signs before Joe's arrival. All cash was stored within the tins. Once the event started everything
went smoothly. At the end of the event the picnic table was swarmed with those in attendance
looking to purchase signs along with those who made cash donations, Again | was asked to not
recaord or document anything in regards to sign sales or cash donations. | was however
permitted to take down volunteer information. Mary Jones and her husband Robert were in
attendance and signed up to volunteer. They purchased a total of eight signs and contributed a
$60 cash donation, Devin McFaul was in attendance at Garfield Park. He made a $300 cash
donation and purchased two yard signs. Shane and | witnessed again dozens of cash donations
exceeding $25, $50, $100 and even $300, in addition to the sign sales at the Garfield Park
event. None of which were documented. At the end of the event Jane Blystone, treasurer of the
Blystone campaign, did the same as she did the evening before. She grabbed all of the money
out of the tin and shoved it into her littlle purse then placed it within her handbag. There was no
counting or totaling of funds from this event either. No regard to the amount of cash donations
that came in or the total amount of signs sold. We witnessed a considerable amount of cash
given to the Blystone campaign during the Garfield Park event. A visually estimated total of
approximately $1500. Shane and | felt very uncomfortable about this again.

On May 8, 2021 Shane Parrino, our daughter and myseif made the trip to Blystone's farm. The
purpose of this trip was to obtain literature and to purchase stickers for constituents in my
region. The campaign refused to send these items fo me. Joe and Jane Blystone were in a rush
because Joe was due to be at an event where he was to announce hig running mate for Lt
Governor, Joanna Swallen. Jane Blystone pulled a cardboard box out of the back of their pickup
truck with the stickers in it. | purchased 300 stickers total on this day. They run $1 a piece. |
personally handed Jane $150 cash | had on hand at the time. It was not documented. 1 then
went to the Blystone campaign website and made an additional donation of $150 to cover the
cost of the remaining balance for the stickers.

On May 13, 2021 | was able to gather some of the volunteers that came in for Lake County fora
team meeting and breakfast. | brought yard signs and some literature to this event. One
volunteer in attendance was Danina O'Leary. Danina donated $70 that is not documented on
the campaign finance report. She sent her funds to me via PayPal in return for Blystone
campaign signs. No documentation was required by the Blystone campaign in regards to sign
sales,

| would also receive messages from individuals requesting campaign yard signs via Facebook
messenger. One woman specifically was Kayla Lette Willert. She personally drove to my home



and purchased a larger 2x4 sign and two other campaign signs. $30 total. She did not have
enough cash on hand so | told her it was okay to PayPal me the remaining amount which was
$8.

My initial $300 donation provided me with 80 signs. The campaign then suggested to try to
make as many donations as possible through the campaign website but it was not necessary.
The first time Shane and | were able to hear Joe speak was on April 18, 2021 at the Pontifex in
Fremont, Ohio. The campaign had reached out to me prior and asked if | would pick up 600
signs from the printer in Mentor, Ohio and drive them to the Fremont event. Naturally | said yes.
This gave us the oppartunity to hear Joe speak and to meet him in person. We delivered the
signs to the event. Bringing some into the facility for sign sales. This is when we witnessed the
chaos and disorganization of the campaign setup. There was no organization at all at this event.
Boxes of t-shirts, stickers, cash laying around on the window sills. Unlike anything we had seen
before. We still continued to make a cash donation of $400 and bought two t-shirts which were
$20 a piece. These contributions were not documented.

After witnessing how disorganized and chaotic the Fremont event had been, Shane and |
discussed we could not have anything of the sort happen at the events | had planned. Which is
what led to my organization and planning for our events in NE Ohio,

| donated in-excess more than $2000 and only $675 was accounted for on the Secretary of
State's finance report. The $875 donation amounts are donations which were made through Joe
Blystone’s campaign website. None of my cash donations were documented.

Sincerely,
Stephanigz Foucher
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54060 HIGH RIDGE SEMIANNUAL FRIENDS
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FRIENDS
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COUNTY LINE ROAD QuLY) BEYSTONE
JOHNSON 11263 CHARDON SEMIANNUAL FRIENDS
AT L . S CHARDON  OH 44024 o1V 2021 05/02/2021  $5000 - - OF JOE
¢ BLYSTONE
FRIENDS
7493 UPPERTWIN  SOUTH SEMIANNUAL
. 0 - F JOE
LANE JOSHUA o oy on asesr oo 2021 05/02/2021  $26.00 DRIVER o

BLYSTONE
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FOUCHER B WABAN SEMIANNUAL FRIENDS OF
STERHANIE - ROAD TIMBERLAKE CH 44095 ULy 2021 04/24/2021 34000 - - JOE BLYSTONE

Uoi:_omn@ | Download Ww
1-4

Note

Please note that queries hased an specific candidates/committees, date ranges and entity types are updated regularly on the File Transfer Page (FTP) (FPp=CFDISCLOSURE:73),
Persons seeking large amounts of campaign finance data should check the FTP (f?p=CFDISCLOSURE:73) first (see above biue tab). Users attempting to query very large amounts
of data (greater than 10,000 records) from the Simple or Advanced Search will be required to narrow the search criteria in order to reduce the number of records returned.

Disclaimer

THE SEARCHABLE CAMPAIGN FINANCE DATA ONLY CONTAINS DATA FROM THE YEAR 2015 TO PRESENT AND CONTAINS BOTH AUDITED AND UNAUDITED BDATA. AS REPORTS
ARE AUDITED OR COMMITTEES UPDATE INFORMATION, THE DATA WILL CHANGE. FOR DATA PRIOR FO 2015, PLEASE UTILIZE THE FILES FROM THE FILE TRANSFER PAGE (FTP).

Secretary LaRose & the Office 9:bn\?ésb:momom.mo,..\umﬂmﬁmé‘oanmb_ Elections & Voting (https:/Avww.OhiaSoS.gov/elections)) | Campaign Finance (https//www.OhioSoS.gov/Campaign-Finance/) |
Legislation & Ballot Issues ﬁznumu\\_ﬁ\?orFmom.ooimmmm_mao:-m:muvmzoﬁ.wmcmmb_ Businesses {https:/fwww.OhioSoS.gov/businesses/) | Records Eﬁum\\g.Ozomn.m.mo,,\_.mno&mbw Media Center
?zvn\\ssé.o:mcmom.mo...\amn_.m-nmam&_ Pubtications Ezvn\\ssé.ozgom.uo&gEmnmmo:ma



October 21, 2021

My name is Shane Parrino. | volunteered to help my finance, Stephanie Foucher, at Joe
Blystone’s events on May 1, 2021 at The Piank Road in Montville, Ohio and on May 2, 2021 at
Garfield Park in Mentor, Ohio.

Stephanie came prepared with two different binders to document sign sales, money donations
and to collect potential volunteer information for the Blystone Campaign. | withessed Stephanie
being instructed by the Blystone's that no record of ledger for donations or sign sales were
necessary when Stephanie inquired about it. She was however permitted to collect volunteer
information.

| personally witnessed and handied thousands of cash donations over the course of both
events. Many donations were well over $25.00. On May 1st at the Plank Road event | witnessed
one man, a friend of Stephanie’s family, Mark Probst, purchase two signs for five doliars a piece
which the total came to $10. He handed me $300 cash for the signs and when | offered him his
change he said to keep the remaining $290 cash as a donation towards the Blystone campaign.
This was not documented.

I accepted money and made change from individuals that attended both of these events.
Neither cash donations or sign sales were documented at either event.

At the end of both events Jane Blystone grabbed all of the cash out the tins we provided for the
event. She placed the cash within her own personal bag from her purse. There was no counting
of cash witnessed or ledger made.

Sincerely,

Shane Parrino
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State of Chio }

County oﬁ:l ¢ f’H‘DI’] }
My name is D;A‘ﬂ/ M= Bi Gﬂ’gﬁé ﬂ/ . I swear and/or affirm, under
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true to the best of my belief and understanding.
Respectfully submitted,
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Signature
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Date
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State of Ohio } County of _ CLEL o7 }My name is

TELF SERELT

| swear and/or affirm, under penalty of perjury, that the attached statement was made upon my
personal knowledge and it is true to the best of my belief and understanding.

Respectfully submitted,

i r

Signature

[O-2(-2/

Date

3 st |
Swiorn to and subscribed in my presence this ) day of 202/ by
AT ‘(‘

[Name of Signer].

N\

Printed name of Notary

L-U L UA—M gwﬂ

BN
ekt | SHELLIE KAY SEIp
"o # | Notary Public, State of Ohio
Y MyCommissionExpires

August 7, 2022
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I, Jeff Seibert, worked on Joe Blystone’s campaign as a regional director. I attended at least 6
events where I witnessed donations being made for signs, t-shirts, etc. where no information was
collected or documented by Jae Blystone and/or his volunteers. Many of the donations received
were in excess of $25. We were always told that if they were small donations there was no need
for documentation. That changed later in the campaign, At no time were volunteers instructed to
document by Joe Blystone,

I'also witnessed an auction July 4th on BB Riverboats where multiple items were auctioned off
in excess of $500, Those donations do not appear on Joe's campaign finance report. In addition, I
purchased a $100 ticket for that event on his web site and that was apparently not reported. They
have me down for only $50, which were an additional two separate donations for shirts and
merchandise.

I strongly encourage the Secretary of State, and/or the Ohio Elections commiission to investigate
Joe Blystone’s campaign finance activities and take the proper action.

Signe/tj

Jeff Seibert
10-18-2021

o7 tpoed S
FATAULE OH  USTes
ErS -2 F-2 793
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State of Ohio }
County of Ll m\@{ }

" .
My name is lf&@d\ﬁ\?{?{\{ - . | swear andfor affirm, under

penalty of perjury, that the attached statement was made upon my personal knowledge and it is
true to the best of my belief and understanding.

Respectfully submitted,
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Signature ¥
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Date
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)
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Printed name of Notary
{Seal)
ELEANOR WAHOFF
Notary Public
State of Ohio
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ApHil 7, 202¢
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To: Wham it May Concern
From: Tracey Sparks

Date: October 18, 2021

Re: Blystone Events and Finances

{ am writing to inform whomever may be concerned about two events that | attended for the Joe
Blystone campaign while 1 was a volunteer.

The first event was held at Eastgate Holiday Inn on April 27, 2021, This was during a monthly Friends
of Liberty United meeting. During this event, the campaign set up a table and had their signs available
for sale for $5 each. They were also taking donations during this event. | personally witnessed
beborah Lee take donations and not record them, but she would have people go to the Blystone

website after donations were taken to sign up on the website. | have no idea how this money was
recorded. -

The second event was run exactiy the same way; with a table with sipns for $5 each and donations
and a piece of paper that had people go to the website to sign up after the donations were made. |

have na idea how this money was recorded. This event was held in Anderson Township in the
beginning of May.

Should you need my assistance in any further way, please don't hesitate to reach me.
Thank vou sincarely for your time.

Jigep focks/

:
i

EXHIBIT

L



, Jacob Novotny, attended Joe Blystone's campaign meet and greet at Blendon Wonds Metro Park
May 107, 2021. | personally witnessed the Blystone campaign at the request of Joe Blystone place a
bucket at the front of the pavilion after Joe was done speaking and request cash donations. | saw
multiple people drop cash in the bucket without the Blystone campaign taking down any informatio
about these donors.

EXHIBIT
i

s

On Friday, August 67 1 attended another event at a farm in Knox County. The Blystone campaign was
there again taking donations and seiling merchandise, and | did not notice anyone filling out a form of
donor identification. | am positive there were cash purchases made there.

On August 15" | went to another event in Bellville hosted at the American Legion pavilhon! which had
over 500 attendees. There were cash donations and purchases made there as well, and | did not notice
anyone filling out a form of donor identification.

{hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information above | provided is true and
accurate,

With respect,

Jacob Novotny
16/27/2021
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Date
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05/10/2021

05/10/2021

05/10/2021

05/10/2021

05/10/2021

05/10/2021

05/10/2021

05/10/2021

05/10/2021

$1,565.00
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$500.00

$10.00

$20.00

$100.00

$20.00
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$10.00
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BURTON LIC

FRIENDS
OFJOE
BLYSTONE

- INSPECTOR

FRIENDS
OF JOE
BLYSTONE

- MAINTENANCE

FRIENDS
OF JOE
BLYSTONE

- RETIRED

FRIENDS
OF JOE
BLYSTCNE

- FOOD SERVICE

FRIENDS
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BLYSTONE

FRIENDS
OF JOE
BLYSTONE

- RETIRED

FRIENDS
QOF JOE
BLYSTONE

- RETIRED

FRIENDS
OF JOE

BLYSTONE
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Pop Up Kit Contract

This contract serves to identify a transaction between
, hereafter referred to as
“Borrower,” and , hereafter
referred to as “Lender,” and to outline the
requirements for reimbursement between the two
parties.

On , the Lender loaned the Borrower

pop up Kits for the purpose of using to hold a
fundraiser event. Each kit holds: 50 signs; 20 shirts; 20
flags; 20 stickers. These items total $1,070.00.

Terms (Check all that apply):

o The Borrower agrees to leave his or her credit card
number with the Lender as collateral until either full
payment for each kit is made, or a combination of
funds and goods are returned.

o The Borrower will repay the entire debt in one lump
sum, or by a combination of funds and goods on or
before . [f Borrower does repay the entire
amount by , the following will happen: the
Lender will charge the Borrowers credit card the full
amount of for kits.

Violations

Both parties agree to abide by the specifications
outlined in this contract.

If either party violates the terms of this contract, the
following consequences will apply: 72772

Borrowers credit card #:
Exp Date: CVC/CVV #:




My name is Shawna Sundberg and | worked on the Blystone campaign from March
2021~ July 2021. | attended over a dozen events where | witnessed campaign
volunteers, including Joe, accepting campaign contributions in excess of $25 without
requesting or accepting the donors information. ! did question this and was told we
didn’t need to collect any information from people if amount was under $25. | also
witnessed many people give $50, $100 and more in cash without any documentation

being taken from volunteers.

| personally donated $140 in cash (for campaign gear) to Joe Blystone and the
donation was not reported on his campaign finance report. | also bought shirts off of
Joe Blystones’ Bonfire online store and that was not recorded on the finance report

either. | have attached photos of my bank statements proving this.

I strongly suggest the Ohio Secretary of State launch an investigation into this activity
immediately,

/ Q\m.d |26/
Shawna Sundberg
10/27/2021
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You don’t have any sales yet, After you get your

first one, they will appear here.

My orders
RECENT ORDERS

Blystone Bling #3
Apr 2, 2021

Blystone Bling #7
Apr 2, 2021

Blystone Bling #6
Apr 2, 2021

Start new

Delivered Apr 12,
2021

1item

Track

Delivered Apr 13,
2021

5 items

Track

Delivered Apr 15,
2021 g EXHEN
1 itam i ¥



DocuSign Envelope ID: ED22E2B1-E031-4DDB-8A11-03927250 7911

10/25/2021

To whom it may congern:

| Amanda Helmick volunteered on Joe Blystone’s campaign for Governor. | attended muitiple
events where | witnessed Joe Blystone’s volunteers collect cash donations, many of which
exceeded $25 and even $100, without documenting the donor. One event | attended in
Strongsvilie on May 15th | was the volunteer designated to coliect donations. The event was the
GOP Summit and Joe Blystone had a table set up. | brought my laptop and offered to document
donors names, addresses, and any other info that may be needed but was specifically told not
to. | was also instructed not to count the total of cash donations by Joe Blystone’s campaign
staffer Deborah Lee,

Most of the of the donations that day were in excess of $25. None of the names of donors were
recorded because | was instructed not to. | was told however that | was permitted to write down
the names of individuals who would like to volunteer.

At the end of the event, | withessed Deborah Lee take the cash donations and place them in a
green money bag, then placing them in her purse before leaving. This activity and many other
major character flaws on behalf of Joanna(ex-running mate) and Joe himself, raised many red
flags for me and contributed to me leaving the campaign. There was an underlying element of
shadiness and untrustworthiness to the campaign that | could never place my finger on. { have
come to learn that this is due to the fact that how the money was handled had a lot to this gut
feeling | had. | strongly encourage the Ohio Elections Commission and the Ohio Secretary of
State to investigate these many incidents.

Amanda Helmick
3021 Rowland Ave NE
Canton OH 44714

@mmﬁ MME&.
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MINUTES
OF
THE OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION
Meeting of December 16, 2021

The Ohio Elections Commission came to order at 9:00 A.M. on Thursday, December 16, 2021, in Room
1948 on the nineteenth floor of the Riffe Center, located at 77 South High St., Columbus, Ohio and all
members of the Commission were present.

MEMBERS PRESENT STAFF PRESENT
D. Michael Crites, Chair Philip C. Richter, Staff Attorney
Otto Beatty, Vice Chair Christopher Hughes, Administrative Assistant

Dennis B. Brommer
Catherine A. Cunningham
Natasha Kaufman

Scott Norman

Charleta B. Tavares

Chair Crites called the meeting to order. After a roll call vote, all members of the Commission were
present. Mr. Norman then moved approval of the minutes of the meeting of December 2, 2021. Mr.
Brommer seconded the motion. The motion passed 6 — 0. Mr. Norman then moved approval of the
minutes of the meeting of December 7, 2021. Ms. Tavares seconded the motion. The motion passed
5-0.

PRELIMINARY REVIEW

Cross v. Nunnari (Case No. 2021G-019). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission. He
described the allegations contained in the complaint and explained that the Commission had
received a response from the counsel to the respondent. Mr. Richter described the response that
was received and indicated that he had circulated all of the materials to the members for their
consideration. Mr. Richter explained the basis for his recommendation to find no violation and to
dismiss the complaint. Mr. Norman moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation to find no
violation and dismiss. Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.

Hord v. End Corruption PAC, et al. (Case No, 2021G-021). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the
Commission. He stated that only one of the respondents were confirmed as being properly
served but stated that his recommendation was to find a violation as alleged in the complaint and
impose a fine of $25\day with reconsideration option. Commission members questioned Mr.
Richter as to the status of service and its impact on a finding in the case. At the conclusion of the
conversation, Ms. Cunningham moved to continue the matter for service. Ms. Tavares seconded
the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.

Chambers v. Blystone, et al. (Case No. 2021G-022). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the
Commission. He described the allegations contained in the complaint and explained to the
Commission that a response from counsel for the respondent had been received along with an
affidavit from the treasurer for the respondent campaign committee. He stated his
recommendation to set the matter for hearing and informed the Commission that counsel for both
parties were present. Scott Pullins, counsel for the complainant was introduced and addressed
the Commission. Joshua Brown, counsel for the respondent was present and made a lengthy
statement to the Commission. At the conclusion of the statements to the Commission, Mr. Richter
was asked whether the presentations had changed his recommendation. Mr. Richter indicated
that they had not. Mr. Norman then moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation to set the
matter for hearing. Mr. Beatty seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 — 0.

Culp, et al. v. Brent, et al. (Case No. 2021D-025). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the
Commission. He described the allegations contained in the complaint that the respondent failed
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to include a proper disclaimer on certain campaign materials. He informed the Commission that
a response had been received that explained that the candidate was confused as he had filed the
waiver allowed by statute and that as a write-in candidate was confused by the statutory
provisions that spoke to ‘candidates that appear on a ballot’, as his name did not appear on a
ballot. Mr. Richter stated his recommendation that the Commission find a viclation as alleged in
the complaint but to find that good cause is present not to impose a fine or refer the matter for
further prosecution. Mr. Norman then moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation to find a
violation but for good cause not impose a fine or refer the matter for further prosecution. Ms.
Kaufman seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.

Gillespie v. Citizens to Elect Wayne Bryan, ef al. (Case No. 2021D-026). Mr. Richter introduced
the case to the Commission. He described the allegations contained in the complaint that the
respondents failed to include a proper disclaimer on certain campaign signs. Mr. Richter outlined
the responses that the Commission had received. A response was received from each of the
candidates as well as from Kathleen Walsh. Ms. Walsh informed the Commission that she had
paid for the signs that were at issue in the complaint and not the candidates. The candidate’s
statements also confirmed this statement. Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find
no violation. Nancy Gillespie was present, sworn and briefly addressed the Commission as to
the basis for her filing the complaint. The Commission expressed their appreciation for her
efforts. Mr. Norman then moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation to find no violation. Ms.
Kaufman seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.

GROUP CONSIDERATIONS

Mark J. Tekulve, et al. (Case No. 2021R-349). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission and
stated that his recommendation was to find a violation but for good cause not to impose a fine or refer
the matter for further prosecution. Mark Tekulve, was present, sworn and made a statement to the
Commission. Mr. Norman moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation to find a violation but for
good cause not to impose a fine or refer the matter for further prosecution. Mr. Brommer seconded the
motion. The motion passed 7 — 0.

Louis N. Carouse, Jr., et al. (Case No. 2021R-338). Mr. Richter introduced the case 1o the Commission
and stated that his recommendation was to find a viclation and impose a fine of $300. Raymond Weiss,
Jr., treasurer for the committee was present, sworn and made a statement to the Commission.
Commission members asked questions of Mr. Weiss and Mr. Richter concerning the status of the filings
and whether this referral was similar to the immediate prior matter addressed by the Commission. At
the conclusion of the question and answer period, Mr. Norman moved to find a violation but for good
cause not to impose a fine or refer the matter for further prosecution. Ms. Cunningham seconded the
motion. The motion passed 7 — 0.

Friends of Marion DD, et al. {(Case No. 2021R-371). Mr. Richter infroduced the case to the Commission
and stated that his recommendation was to find a violation and impose a fine of $100. Jean Obenauer,
treasurer for the committee was present, sworn and made a statement to the Commission. Commission
members asked questions of Ms. Obenauer and Mr. Richter. At the conclusion of the question and
answer period, Mr. Norman moved to find a violation and impose a fine of $50. Mr. Beatty seconded the
motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.

Tara Dyer, et al. {(Case No. 2021R-372). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission and stated
that his recommendation was to find a violation and impose a fine of $25\day with reconsideration
option. Mr. Richter explained that the respondent. Tara Dyer, was present if the Commission wanted to
hear from her. Ms. Dyer was sworn and made a statement to the Commission. Commission members
asked questions of Ms. Dyer. At the conclusion of the question and answer period, Mr. Norman moved
fo find a violation but for good cause not to impose a fine or refer the matter for further prosecution. Ms.
Cunningham seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.
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Mr. Richter advised the Commission that the following cases had filed the required reports with the
appropriate filing office and an affidavit of response with the Commission, were in compliance and
recommended that the Commission find a violation but for good cause shown not impose a fine or
refer a matter for further prosecution. Ms. Tavares moved to find one or more violation(s) of Ohio
campaign finance law(s) in the following cases but for good cause shown not impose a fine or refer a
matter for further prosecution: 2021R-348, 2021R-352, 2021R-354, 2021R-357, 2021R-358, 2021R-
363, 2021R-364, 2021R-367 and 2021R-369. Mr. Brommer seconded. The motion passed 7 — 0.

Zachary Wallick, et al. (Case Nos. 2021R-346 & 2021R-347). Mr. Richter introduced the cases to the
Commission and stated that his recommendation was to consolidate the two cases, find a violation but
for good cause shown not impose a fine cr refer a matter for further prosecution. Mr. Richter explained
the circumstances of the case and the explanation provided by the respondent. At the conclusion of the
explanation, Mr. Norman moved to find a violation but for good cause not to impose a fine or refer the
matter for further prosecution. Ms. Kaufman seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 — 0.

Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-340, 2021R-351,
2021R-353, 2021R-359, 2021R-360, 2021R-362, 2021R-368, 2021R-376, 2021R-377 and 2021R-
378 and impose a fine of $50. Ms. Kaufman moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation. Mr.
Beatty seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.

Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-334, 2021R-366
and 2021R-375 and impose a fine of $100. Mr. Norman moved to accept Mr. Richter's
recommendation. Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.

Marlene J. Ridenour, et al. (Case No. 2021R-342). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission
and stated that his recommendation was to reconsider all outstanding matters, vacate the previous
impositions of the per diem fines, consolidate the outstanding cases with Case No. 2021R-342, find a
violation and impose a fine of $200. Mr. Richter explained that the respondent had submitted a request
for reconsideration with the Commission along with a check for $250, as one of the prior matters had
directed. He discussed the information included in the reconsideration request and explained the basis
for his recommendation. He explained that the fine he was recommending was in addition to the
amount already received. Commission members asked questions of Mr. Richter. Mr. Brommer moved
to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation and to impose a fine of $200 as indicated. Mr. Norman
seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 — 0.

Kyle E. Henline, et al. (Case No. 2021R-361). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission and
stated that his recommendation was to consolidate this case with Case No. 2020R-339, find a violation
and impose a fine of $200. Mr. Richter explained the basis for his recommendation. Mr. Norman moved
to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation and to impose a fine of $200 as indicated. Ms. Kaufman
seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 — 0.

Lee Barbee, et al. (Case No. 2021R-336). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission and
stated that his recommendation was to consolidate this case with Case No. 2021R-086, find a violation
and impose a fine of $25 per day commencing on the date the reports were due and continuing until
such time as the reports are filed. Mr. Richter further recommended that the Commission may
reconsider the matter if the reports are filed with the appropriate filing office and properly notarized
affidavit are received by the Commission within 30 days of notification of the disposition. Mr. Norman
moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation. Mr. Brommer seconded the motion. The motion
passed 7 — 0.

Demaine Kiichen, et al. (Case No. 2021R-335). Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission and
stated that his recommendation was to find a violation and impose a fine of $25 per day commencing on
the date the reporis were due and continuing until such time as the reports are filed. Mr. Richter further
recommended that the Commission may reconsider the matter if the reports are filed with the
appropriate filing office and properly notarized affidavit are received by the Commission within 30 days
of notification of the disposition. Mr. Norman moved to accept Mr. Richter's recommendation. Ms.
Tavares seconded the motion. The motion passed 7 - 0.
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Chair Crites continued Case Nos. 2021R-330, 2021R-331, 2021R-332, 2021R-333, 2021R-337,
2021R-339, 2021R-341, 2021R-343, 2021R-343, 2021R-344, 2021R-345, 2021R-350, 2021R-355,
2021R-356, 2021R-365, 2021R-370, 2021R-373, 2021R-374, 2021R-379 and 2021R-380.

HEARING

Hicks v. Freeman, et al. (Case No. 2020G-019). Chair Crites recused himself from consideration of
the matter and exited the meeting room. Mr. Richter reviewed the circumstances of the case to this
point and provided an overview of the Decision and Finding that he had written and circulated to the
Commission members involved in this case for their consideration. He indicated that certain changes
had been made from the original draft, some of which were the result of a review for typographical
errors and other minor items that Mr. Hughes had performed. Mr. Richter informed the Commission
that a Motion to Dismiss had been received from Donald Brey, counse! for the respondent that
indicated that a termination report for the respondent committee had been submitted to the office of
the Secretary of State. Commission members offered comment on the Decision and Finding and the
Motion. All members and Mr. Richter indicated that they believed that the hearing had been
concluded at the Commission’s meeting of November 18, 2021, deliberations had been held and
concluded on December 7, 2021 and that there was no reason to address any additional matters as
the case had been concluded and submitted for final determination. Commission members offered
additional comment, after which Mr. Norman moved to adopt the Decision and Finding as written and
circulated. Mr. Brommer seconded the motion. After a roll call vote, the motion passed 6 — 0 (Chair
Crites recused).

Chair Crites rejoined the meeting at this time.
ADVISORY OPINIONS

Donald McTigue, legal counsel who submitted the advisory opinion request which the Commission
was considering as Advisory Opinion 2021EL.C-06, was present and briefly addressed the
Commission. Mr. Richter expressed concern regarding how the Commission would take the opinions
under consideration. Commission members first addressed Mr. Richter's concerns and then
discussed Advisory Opinion 2021ELC-06 with Mr. McTigue. Question were asked of Mr. Richter who
offered an explanation for the basis of the opinion. Mr. McTigue indicated there may be follow up
questions and stated that he and Mr. Richter had discussed the opinion and that he had offered some
additional comments. At the conclusion of this consideration, the Commission members indicated
that they would address the other pending opinions.

Mr. Richter then introduced Advisory Opinions 2021ELC-03, 2021ELC-04 and 2021ELC-05 to
Commission members. He briefly offered an explanation as to how the issues were presented to the
Commission and the approach that he had taken in writing the opinions. Mr. Richter responded to
guestions from Commission members and the members offered comment on the respective opinions.

At the conclusion of the discussion period, Ms. Tavares moved to approve Chio Elections
Commission Advisory Opinions 2021ELC-03, 2021ELC-04, 2021ELC-05 and 2021ELC-06. Ms.
Kaufman seconded the motion to approve the opinions. The motion passed 7 - 0.

Ms. Tavares moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Kaufman seconded the motion. The motion passed
7-0.

The court reporter for today’s meeting was Sandy Kin of US Court Reporters.
APPROVED:

D. Michael Crites, Chair Qi Bedity lil, Vice Chair
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Cincinnati Bell Webmail hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net

RE: Blystone Complaints

From : Philip Richter <Philip.Richter@elc.state.oh.us> Fri, Apr 08, 2022 04:05 PM
Subject : RE: Blystone Complaints #2 attachments
To : hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net

Cc : Joshua Brown <josh@joshbrownesq.com>, Chris Hughes
<Chris.Hughes@elc.state.oh.us>

Mr. Hartman:

Attached are the Case Determinations that I have prepared for the 2 Blystone cases for which
you have requested expedited consideration.

After reviewing the complaints, and in concert with longstanding Commission consideration of
such requests, I have recommended that the cases not be expedited and so, with the assent
of the Commission, the cases will not receive an expedited Probable Cause Panel review. The
cases will be addressed at a Preliminary Review of the Commission currently scheduled for
May 19, 2022. Preliminary Review notices will be sent to parties and counsel on Monday.

Along with sending this reply to your e-mail, I am including a ‘cc’ to Joshua Brown who is
counsel for the respondents in this case to assure that he is informed of the Commission’s
decision and the status of the case.

Philip C. Richter, Esq.
Executive Director\Staff Attorney
Ohio Elections Commission

From: hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net <hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net>
Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 3:37 PM

To: Richter, Philip <Philip.Richter@elc.state.oh.us>

Subject: Blystone Complaints

Case Nos. 2022G-012 & 202G-013

Phil -
Following up on our conversation of yesterday on the above-referenced complaints to see if you are
going to schedule the expedited probable cause hearing?

Thanks,
Curt

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious,
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please do not click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click
the Phish Alert Button if available.

== Determination2022G-012.pdf
122 KB

== Determination2022G-013.pdf
122 KB



Ohio Elections Commission
Case Determination

After request by the Complainant seeking expedited consideration of the matter in Case
No. 2022G-012, and upon review of the complaint containing the request for expedited
determination, Staff Attorney for the Ohio Elections Commission has determined that the
complaint does not set forth a basis for automatic expedited hearing as set forth in R.C.
§3517.154(A)(1). Therefore, pursuant to O.A.C. §3517-1-02(A)(3), which rule expands
on the provisions of R.C. §3517.154(A) and holds that Staff Attorney “(f)or all other
complaints filed with the commission, ... shall make a timely recommendation to the
commission as to the disposition of the complaint”, Staff Attorney hereby recommends
that the Commission deny the request for an expedited hearing on the case.

This recommendation is consistent with the Commission’s longstanding direction to its
Staff Attorney that only complaints that conform with the ‘automatic expedited hearing’
provision contained in R.C. §3517.154(A)(1) shall receive expedited consideration.
Further, as the essential basis for this complaint is due to alleged omissions by the
respondents as contained in their submissions pursuant to R.C. §3517.10, and stem from
failure to comply with Ohio’s campaign finance filing statutes, which are subject to the
provisions R.C. §3517.154(A)(2)(c), complainant has not established a proper basis for
expedited consideration.

Staff Attorney believes that this matter is more suitable for consideration before the entire
Commission for a complete review of the issues in this case and it will be set for
preliminary review before the full Commission in the normal course of business on
Thursday, May 19, 2022. Therefore, this case shall not receive an automatic expedited
hearing before a Probable Cause panel of the Commission.

For all of the reasons stated, and with the concurrence of the Commission, Staff Attorney
to the Ohio Elections Commission determines that the complaint shall not receive

expedited review.

Dated: April 8, 2022

Philip C. Richter, Esq.
Staff Attorney
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Ohio Elections Commission
Case Determination

After request by the Complainant seeking expedited consideration of the matter in Case No.
2022G-013, and upon review of the complaint containing the request for expedited
determination, Staff Attorney for the Ohio Elections Commission has determined that the
complaint does not set forth a basis for automatic expedited hearing as set forth in R.C.
§3517.154(A)(1). Therefore, pursuant to O.A.C. §3517-1-02(A)(3), which rule expands on the
provisions of R.C. §3517.154(A) and holds that Staff Attorney “(f)or all other complaints filed
with the commission, ... shall make a timely recommendation to the commission as to the
disposition of the complaint”, Staff Attorney hereby recommends that the Commission deny the
request for an expedited hearing on the case.

This recommendation is consistent with the Commission’s longstanding direction to its Staff
Attorney that only complaints that conform with the ‘automatic expedited hearing’ provision
contained in R.C. §3517.154(A)(1) shall receive expedited consideration. Further, as the
essential basis for this complaint is due to alleged omissions by the respondents as contained in
their submissions pursuant to R.C. §3517.10, and stem from failure to comply with Ohio’s
campaign finance filing statutes, which are subject to the provisions R.C. §3517.154(A)(2)(c),
complainant has not established a proper basis for expedited consideration.

Staff Attorney believes that this matter is more suitable for consideration before the entire
Commission for a complete review of the issues in this case and it will be set for preliminary
review before the full Commission in the normal course of business on Thursday, May 19, 2022.
Therefore, this case shall not receive an automatic expedited hearing before a Probable Cause
panel of the Commission.

For all of the reasons stated, and with the concurrence of the Commission, Staff Attorney to the
Ohio Elections Commission determines that the complaint shall not receive expedited review.

Dated: April 8, 2022

Philip C. Richter, Esq.
Staff Attorney
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Cincinnati Bell Webmail hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net

Ohio Secretary of State Public Records Request

From : Hetrick, Leah <lhetrick@OhioSOS.Gov> Tue, Mar 01, 2022 12:41 PM
Subject : Ohio Secretary of State Public Records Request #7216 attachments
To : hartmanlawfirm@fuse.net

Mr. Hartman,

This email is to respond to your request for public records, which was received by this office
on February 15, 2022. Specifically, you have requested:

“all receipts and/or supporting document of expenditures filed by Friends of Joe
Blystone campaign committee with respect the following campaign finance reports: (i)
the 2021 Semi-Annual Report (filed in or about July 2021); and (ii) the 2021 Annual
Report (filed in January 2022).”

Regarding your request for “the 2021 Annual Report (filed in January 2022),” I have inquired
within our office and determined that there are no records responsive to this request.

As for your request for “the 2021 Semi-Annual Report (filed in or about July 2021),” attached
are the records I believe to be responsive to this request. I have redacted the personal, non-
record information in accordance with R.C. § 149.43 and 149.45 respectively.

Sincerely,

| E Leah Hetrick | Assistant Chief Legal Counsel
Frank | Office of the Ohio Secretary of State

LaRose o.¢147259505

Bhia Seertang of a2 O)hi0G0S.gov

Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended for use only by the individual or entity to whom or which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or otherwise exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify me immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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