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Increasing 
clouds, 30% 

chance of snow. 

Fading West builds its 
own employee housing

See page 6

Braeden Johnson breaks 
record, scores 44 points

See page 8
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by D.J. DeJong
Mail Staff Writer

Volunteers will soon be con-

ducting a Point in Time sur-

vey to count Chaffee County’s 

homeless population.

Starting Wednesday, vol-

unteers will be stationed at 

different contact points in 

Salida, Buena Vista, Nathrop, 

Johnson Village and Poncha 

Springs, including libraries, 

showers and laundromats, 

and will ask those experienc-

ing homelessness where they 

spent the night of Jan. 24. 

The survey will be conduct-

ed over seven days in order 

to contact as many people as 

possible.

The survey information will 

be passed on to the Colorado 

Coalition for the Homeless in 

Denver, and from there all 

but the youth information will 

be forwarded to the Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban 

Development.

This year’s survey will 

attempt to count sheltered 

and unsheltered people expe-

riencing homelessness, and 

for the first time youth ages 

11-24 are included in the 

count.

Local organizers Barbara 

Martinez and Mo Zeimet of 

Chaffee County Hospitality 

met with volunteers Friday 

evening to go over the forms 

that will be used, answer 

questions and do a little role 

playing to get a feel for the 

procedure.

Chaffee County Hospitality 

operates homeless shelters for 

men and women in Salida and 

provides emergency assis-

tance to people in need.

Point in Time volunteers 

received training via a Zoom 

presentation by Colorado 

Coalition for the Homeless 

prior to the meeting. 

About a dozen volunteers 

checked in and picked up 

their survey paperwork and 
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Organizer Mo Zeimet, lefts, gives volunteer William Harkcom a bag of donated items to be 
distributed to participants in the Point in Time homelessness survey. The survey will be con-
ducted from Wednesday through Tuesday to determine how many people are experiencing 
homelessness are in the area.

Point in Time survey counts homeless 

See VOLUNTEERS, page 3
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Making plans at Wedding Show   
Carolyne Kerby, with Emerald and Joy Planning and Design, participates in the 
Heart of the Rockies Wedding Show Sunday at Chaffee County Fairgrounds. 
Emerald and Joy offered several wedding planning packages for future brides and 
grooms. See page 3 for story 

by Lijah Sampson
Mail Staff Writer

The Ark-Valley Humane 

Society animal shelter in 

Buena Vista has seen sig-

nificant changes in the last 

five years, including building 

renovations and more flex-

ibility with the application 

process due to prior pandem-

ic restrictions.

The shelter was built in the 

early ’90s, and one of the first 

renovations was an isolation 

section in the early 2000s for 

sick or unsafe animals, Exec-

utive Director Amber van 

Leuken said. 

In 2019 major renova-

tions were done on the front 

of the shelter, developing 

the entrance by adding a 

1,200-square-foot addition to 

the reception area, as well 

as a new adoptable cat room, 

outdoor cattery, two private 

meet-and-greet rooms and a 

public bathroom. The reorga-

nization provided better flow 

and space for a surgery suite, 

van Leuken said.

Today, an adoptable cat 

room and an adoptable dog 

room are on each side of 

the reception area. Behind 

the reception area, a room 

for “flex space,” including a 

couch, TV, desk and comput-

er, simulates a home to give 

the animals a chance to expe-

rience that kind of setting. 

Dogs are rotated through the 

room throughout the day. 

As of Jan. 18, 16 animals 

were in the shelter’s care, 

three of which were in foster 

homes. The shelter’s num-

bers range from 15 to 65, 

depending on different fac-

tors, van Leuken said. The 

average length of stay for 

animals last year was 18 

days. There are usually more 

animals during the warmer 

months when there are more 

unwanted litters and tourists 

losing their pets, she said.

Van Leuken said the shel-

Shelter reports 
successes since 
renovations 

See HOME, back page


