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Home trends come and go. 
Today’s must-have items tend 
to become tomorrow’s out-
dated features in the blink of 
an eye. 

Homeowners who plan to 
stay in their current homes for 
years to come needn’t priori-
tize modern trends over per-
sonal preferences. However, 
homeowners looking to sell 
their homes can consider 
these favored features to 
increase their properties’ 
appeal to modern buyers.

•  Separate laundry room: 
According to the National 
Association of Home Builders’ 
2021 What Home Buyers 
Really Want report, a sepa-
rate room dedicated to laun-
dry was the most desired 
feature among prospective 
home buyers. Though it might 
not inspire the awe of an out-
door living room or floor-to-
ceiling windows overlooking 
a wooded backyard, a laundry 
room  lls a direct and univer-
sal need. Perhaps that’s why 

87 percent of buyers want a 
room dedicated to laundry in 
a home.

•  Exter ior  l ight ing:  Dr ive 
through a modern suburban 
neighborhood at night and 
it won’t take long before you 
realize the popularity of exte-
rior lighting. And that’s no 
coincidence, as homeown-
ers everywhere appear to 
embrace exterior lighting. The 
NAHB report indicates that 
exterior lighting is the most 
sought-after outdoor feature. 
The good news for prospective 
sellers is that exterior lighting 
is an inexpensive and instant 
way to transform a property 
at night. Some solar-powered 
lighting along walkways and 
outside the front door can 
make a home feel more safe, 
while some uplighting of large 
trees in the backyard can pro-
duce a sight to behold once 
the sun goes down.

• Energy-efficient upgrades: 
Inflation has driven up the 
cost of just about everything 
over the last year-plus, and 
energy is no exception. So it 
should come as no surprise 
that 83 percent of prospective 
home buyers are looking for 
energy-effi  cient windows and 
appliances in a home. These 
features save money and ben-
e t the planet, making them a 
win-win among buyers.

• Patio: Patio spaces have long 
been popular, but that popu-
larity reached new heights 
during the pandemic. When 
forced to stay at home for 
long periods of time, millions 
of people longed for ways to 
spend more time outdoors 
without breaking lockdown 
rules. Patios provide outdoor 
living spaces, and 82 per-
cent of buyers indicated they 
wanted a patio with their next 
property.

• Side-by-side sink: A double 
or side-by-side sink is among 
the more aff ordable features 
buyers are looking for. At less 
than $1,000 on average, a 
side-by-sink is an affordable 
way to make a home more 
appealing to modern buyers.

Modern buyers want a lot out 
of their homes, and sellers can 
do their best to meet those 
desires while getting the most 
money for their properties. 

Affordable ways to make homes more appealing to modern buyers

Did you know? Invasive plants
Homeowners should give due 
consideration to whether or not 
plants are considered invasive 
species before introducing 
new plants on their properties. 
According to the National Ocean 
and Atmospheric Administration, 
invasive species of plants can 

lead to the extinction of native 
plants and animals. Invasive 
plant species also can reduce 
biodiversity and cause signi cant 
fundamental disruptions to local 
ecosystems. Though non-native 
plants are often cherished for 
their unique looks, homeowners 

p l a n t i n g  n e w  g a r d e n s  o r 
supplementing existing gardens 
with new plants are urged to 
plant only native species. Such 
an approach bene ts plants and 
also local wildlife that depends 
on native plant species for food 
and cover.
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Side-by-side kitchen sinks are sought-after features 
among prospective home buyers.

Real Estate Trivia:
In Scotland, homeowners paint their front door red when they pay off  their mortgage. Throughout 
history, a red front door has symbolized many things - the ancient Hebrews believed it would protect 
 rstborn children from the angel of death; in the early days of America, it meant the home was a 
safe place for travelers to stop for the night. And according to feng shui, a red front door invites 
positive energy into a home.


