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Your word is a lamp for my feet, 

a light on my path.” - Psalm 119:105“

Maggie lands a 

brewery 

- page 3A

Turkey shoot 

starts Saturday

- page 2A 

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.
com

No one knows for sure 

yet how things will play 

out, but on the surface, 

it appears the Haywood 

County Rescue squad 

has hit rock bottom and 

is trying to rebound.

This winter, things 

started going south for 

the organization that 

was formed in 1958 and 

gained notoriety as 

the first all-volunteer 

squad in the nation with 

trained paramedics. The 

organization grew to pro-

vide a valuable compo-

nent that supplemented 

the county’s emergency 

services.

However, a series of 

events led to financial 

difficulties for the Res-

cue Squad that resulted 

in several staff mem-

bers not getting paid, 

a reshuffling of orga-

nizational leaders, the 

loss of a steady income 

source, and most re-

cently, the loss of a li-

cense to run the ambu-

lances at all.

Now, the organiza-

tion has changed both 

its board and command 

staff. The Rescue Squad’s 

new chief, Leah Sharpe, 

said the first order of 

business was to get pay-

roll caught up, which she 

said has happened and 

cost about $11,000.

However, at least one 

former member, Juan 

Martinez, said he hasn’t 

been paid everything 

he’s owed.

”I was paid for my 

time prior to the break-

down but have not re-

ceived compensation for 

the time between Jan. 

1, 2019, to Jan 13, 2019, 

when I was reinstated,” 

he said in an email. 

On a follow-up inter-

view, Sharpe stood firm 

on her stance that every-

one has indeed been paid 

in full.

License lost
Now there is a new 

problem to address. Re-

cently, the Rescue Squad 

Rescue Squad realigns after financial meltdown, restructuring

Kyle Perrotti

From left to right, assistant chief Grayson Sluder, Captain Dustin Green and Chief 
Leah Sharpe.
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A man was sentenced 

to at least six years 

in prison after plead-

ing guilty to stabbing 

his uncle and holding 

his grandmother at 

knifepoint.

Jonathan Leabhart, 

32, appeared in Hay-

wood County Superior 

Court Tuesday, where 

he pleaded guilty to one 

count of assault with a 

deadly weapon with in-

tent to kill inflicting 

serious injury and one 

count of assault with a 

deadly weapon with in-

tent to kill.

Assistant District At-

torney Jeff Jones de-

scribed the events that 

led to Leabhart’s arrest.

It was about 5:30 p.m. 

on April 28, 2018, when 

Leabhart went for a ride 

with some friends of his 

before returning to his 

grandmother’s home 

on Chambers Road. 

Jones alluded to the 

fact that Leabhart had 

done some kind of drug 

that was making him 

highly paranoid, and he 

believed someone from 

the Avengers Motorcy-

cle gang was out to get 

him, so he armed him-

self with a .22 caliber 

rifle.

“His paranoia began 

to gather up steam, so to 

speak,” Jones said.

Around that time, 911 

calls came in from both 

Leabhart and his grand-

mother. Before long, 

Leabhart’s uncle, Billy 

Hyatt, who is retired 

from a career in law en-

forcement, came back 

from running a quick 

errand. When he saw 

what was happening, 

he found an opportu-

nity, wrestled Leabhart 

to the ground and man-

aged to disarm him. In 

the process, however, 

Leabhart stabbed him 

three times.

Once Hyatt and 

Leabhart separated, 

Leabhart took the knife 

to his grandmother’s 

throat, where he re-

mained until deputies 

arrived. The tense sit-

uation was resolved 

when a deputy tased 

him, and he was taken 

into custody, while Hy-

att was taken to the hos-

pital with serious inju-

ries.

Stabbing nets 

prison time
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A long-range vision to expand the 

Waynesville Recreation Park and Rich-

land Creek greenway has suddenly 

become a reality thanks to a $100,000 

challenge contribution by local philan-

thropist Philan Medford.

The gift has jump started a project to 

build a bridge over Richland Creek. The 

bridge is more than bridge, however. It is 

a missing link for extension of  the gre-

enway and will bring a satellite tract 

of  land into the fold of  town’s recre-

ation park.

“Bridges are euphemisms for 

all kinds of  things in the commu-

nity,” Medford said. “I saw the 

need, and it was something I 

was able to do. If  I could get 

a bridge installed, the other 

greenway connection would 

come along.”

Town leaders jumped at 

MISSING LINK — Philan Medford has long-been a champion of greenways, recreation and a walkable 
community. Her $100,000 gift to get the ball rolling on a bridge over Richland Creek is solving a critical 
missing piece of the puzzle in expanding the Waynesville greenway toward Lake Junaluska.

Bridge will 

transform 

Waynesville's 

recreation scene
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