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HAZELWOOD — A 

dozen or so residents 

who have been waging a 

months-long battle to rid 

their community of  lit-

ter, carelessly discarded 

syringes and other perils 

of  vagrancy found a glim-

mer of  hope in an idea be-

ing explored by N.C. Rep. 

Mark Pless.

Pless and other elected 

leaders in the county at-

tended an informal ses-

sion at Hazelwood Park 

Sunday evening to answer 

concerns many had over 

a recently released draft 

report issued by Waynes-

ville’s task force on home-

lessness and other issues 

associated with those 

who are unhoused.

Pless has been explor-

ing ways to open a non-

profit drug treatment 

center in Haywood and 

has been bringing elected 

leaders to Raleigh to tour 

a facility that has an 82% 

success rate in helping 

those addicted turn their 

lives around.

The center would be a 

place for those in crisis 

to detox before advanc-

ing into the rehabilita-

tion part of  the program. 

As individuals moved 

through the program they 

would initially stay in a 

dormitory area, but even-

tually shift to a four-per-

son room where they 

could stay while working 

in the community and 

continuing their treat-

ment. Those who didn’t 

follow the rules would be 

asked to leave the pro-

gram, but could return at 

a later date.

“It’s not uncommon for 

people to go through six 

to seven phases before 

they can hold on,” Pless 

Proposed rehab center offers a ray of hope

Hope continues on 10A

MAKING A POINT — Waynesville Alderman Jon Feichter 
pushed back against allegations that a 147-page report 
was unduly influenced by a nonprofit organization.
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Summer school at Hazel-

wood Elementary appears to 

be a combination of  school 

and summer camp, and that’s 

by design.

Bridgette Brooks, assistant 

principal at the school and 

co-director of  the summer 

learning program, along with 

Ann Trader, said directives for 

the summer program stipu-

lated that it was to be fun.

At this year’s summer 

school, there are 232 students 

in grades K-5 from Junaluska, 

Riverbend and Hazelwood el-

ementary school attending 

classes. That’s double the num-

ber of  students who usually at-

tend, Brooks said.

Traditional summer classes 

are centered on the Read to 

Achieve program, Brooks said, 

but the extra federal funds 

set aside this year are to plug 

learning gaps stemming from 

COVID-19 disruptions, target-

ing math, science and enrich-

ment programs, as well.

“Teachers have been work-

ing hard to meet objectives, but 

make it a fun and exciting envi-

ronment,” Brooks said, explain-

ing many hands-on activities 

have been incorporated into in-

struction time. In addition, time 

has been set aside for physical 

education, outdoor play, art and 

music. There are also counsel-

ors on the campus.

ONE-ON-ONE — Elementary art teacher Kel-
lye Slate helps Omar Michua with a project.

SETTING UP — Missy Jenkins and Stephanie 
Messer set up for a class at Hazelwood Elementary.

MAKING WAVES — An art class on whale research 
ended up with a wave-making project. Above are 
Niem McCoy, Bentley Stiles and Levi Davis.

ICE CREAM-MAKING — From left are Hunter Franklin, 
who normally attends Riverbend, along with Hazelwood 
students Erin Pressley and Chloe Lindsey.

School continues on 9A
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Four candidates will 

square off  to see who 

will secure two contested 

seats on Maggie Valley’s 

Board of  Aldermen.

One of  the seats is be-

ing vacated by current Al-

derman Clayton Davis and 

one is occupied by Twin-

kle Patel, who is running 

for election after being ap-

pointed to the board when 

Mike Eveland became 

mayor following his 2019 

election win. Vying for the 

seats will be Patel, former 

Biltmore Estate Vice Pres-

ident Jim Owens, retired 

trucking and distribution 

manager John Hinton and 

occupational therapist/

business owner Jeff  Lee.

Twinkle Patel
T w i n -

kle Patel 

has been 

on Mag-

gie Valley’s 

Board of  

Alder men 

for about a 

year and a half. She said 

even if  she had not been 

selected then, she would 

still seek office now.

“The day I put my applica-

tion in, I knew if  I didn’t get 

it, I’d want to run,” she said.

Most of  Patel’s time on 

the board has coincided 

with the COVID-19 pan-

demic and shutdowns.

“We handled that very 

well,” Patel said of  Mag-

gie Valley’s elected offi-

cials and staff.

Patel, who works in an 

executive role in hotel 

development and opera-

tions, said she thinks the 

key to Maggie Valley’s 

sustainable development 

is controlled growth.

“I’m grateful to live in 

such a good town where 

we can preserve what we 

have with a little growth,” 

she said. “We need to pre-

serve our small town 

charm, freedom and con-

stitutional rights.”

“I don’t want to be the next 

Gatlinburg,” she added.

While Patel acknowl-

edged the importance 

of  Maggie Valley’s busi-

nesses, she was also quick 

to highlight the impor-

tance of  considering the 

people who live in town.

“We do need certain 

things done, and I think 

that we need to keep in 

mind our business owners 

and our residential home-

owners like myself,” she 

said. “The ones who live 

and work in the commu-

nity are the greatest attri-

butes of  Maggie Valley.”

Jim Owens
Jim Ow-

ens, a Navy 

v e t e r a n , 

has lived 

in several 

places but 

has been 

in Western 

North Carolina for the 

last 20 years. Of  that, he’s 

spent the last seven in 

Haywood County.

Owens, now retired, 

was a vice president at 

Biltmore serving as the 

managing director of  at-

traction, experience and 

branded products, a role 

he was in for 14 years.

“I was responsible for 

Four candidates file 

in Maggie Valley

Maggie continues on 9A


