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Words to Live By:

“No matter what people tell you, words and ideas 

can change the world.”  Robin Williams

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Hungry children in 

Haywood County will 

have food during the long 

Christmas break when 

they won’t have school 

lunches thanks to the ef-

forts of  three women who 

organized an event to pro-

vide 11,000 meal packets.

Kellie Burgess, a pe-

diatric nurse at Mission 

Hospital, Morgan Fields 

with Haywood Land-

scape and Bri Kaufman, 

who works both as a hair-

dresser and at Niokem, 

Inc., are all actively in-

volved in the children’s 

ministry at Calvary Road 

Baptist Church.

All three are mothers 

and have heard their chil-

dren come home with sto-

ries about how some of  

their classmates don’t 

have shoes, nap mats or 

food.

“We all said we wished 

we could do something, 

and then it became, ‘let’s 

just see what we can do,” 

said Burgess.

The idea hatched in 

July ended up bringing 

in about 300 volunteers 

who spent an hour Satur-

day morning packaging 

the ingredients for a veg-

etable soup mix that will 

feed two people.

Nobody could have 

been more excited about 

the result than Michelle 

Mull, a social worker with 

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

The U.S. War Dog As-

sociation estimates that 

about 10,000 American 

lives were saved during 

the conflict in Vietnam 

because of  scout dogs.

One Lake Junaluska 

resident had first-hand 

experience managing 

the dogs that protected 

so many men in the field. 

Raymond Wood, 74, who 

goes by the nickname 

“Doc,” is originally from 

Ocala, Florida. But be-

tween July of  1970 and 

1971, he found himself  

far from home, in charge 

of  an entire scout dog 

unit tasked with accom-

panying other men into 

the strange jungles to 

alert soldiers to the per-

ils that awaited.

Wood said the logic be-

hind choosing to endure 

such rigorous training 

was pretty simple.

“I wanted to be as 

well-trained when I got 

there as I could,” he 

said. “So many of  those 

guys had no background 

in anything, and they’d 

bring them in and they 

go through basic and 

AIT and all of  the sud-

den they can just be fod-

der.”

But despite that, 

Wood said he didn’t get 

too much trouble from 

those leading the tough 

training courses.

“I can’t remember 

ever having any of  my 

instructors, as they’d 

say, jump in my [exple-

tive],” he said. “That’s 

probably because I was 

older than most of  them 

and certainly wasn’t 

physically intimidat-

ing.”

The ranger and jump 

training prepared 

Wood, a fresh second 

lieutenant, for war. 

But is was just prior to 

those trainings that he 

learned the skills that 

would prove most use-

ful at scout dog training 

school.

“That’s what I did in 

Vietnam,” he said. “I 

was the CO of  a scout 

dog team over there.”

Canines to the 

rescue
Wood referenced the 

10,000 American lives 

that were saved because 

of  the scout dogs, not 

even counting injuries 

they prevented as well.

“We found flyers the 

Vietnamese had put up 

with bounties on the 

dogs’ heads because 

they were that effec-

tive,” he added.

The canines and 

their handlers accom-

panied infantry units 

into the bush on patrols 

and other missions, tak-

ing point with hopes of  

The dog days 

in Vietnam

Vietnam continues on 7

Making a dent in child hunger

Volunteers assemble 11,000 soup packets 

for Haywood County families

Vicki Hyatt photo

TEAMWORK FOR A CAUSE — Pisgah teacher Karen Rigdon, right, helped recruit 50 student volunteers from the 
National Honor Society. Rigdon is working next to Deb McAllister and Mary Mistitch. See more photof of the event 
at www.themountaineer.com.

Hunger continues on 6

CANTON — Crowds 

lined Main Street to 

watch the annual Canton 

Christmas Parade roll 

holiday cheer through 

the town at 6 p.m. Thurs-

day, Dec. 5.

The parade’s theme 

was “No Place like Home 

for Christmas,” and Rich-

ard Reeves was the grand 

marshal. See more photos 

at www.themountaineer.

com.

For more parading, 

Waynesville’s Christmas 

parade is at 6 p.m. Mon-

day, Dec. 9.

It’s PARADE TIME!

Luke Weir

CHRISTMAS IN CANTON 

— Far left is the Pisgah 
band. Left, the tree in Sor-
rells Park is shown with 
the papermill in the back.

Christmas 
in Canton
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