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Do what you can, with what you 

have, where you are.” - Theodore Roosevelt“

BY VICKI HYATT
vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Since Haywood Re-

gional Medical Center 

came under the Duke 

LifePoint mantle five 

years ago, much has 

changed and more change 

is in the wind.

Speaking at the Hay-

wood County Chamber 

of  Commerce Issues and 

Eggs breakfast, CEO Rod 

Harkleroad provided a 

glimpse of  the year ahead, 

saying there would be 

a new urgent care facil-

ity in Maggie Valley, and 

the expansion into Bun-

combe would continue.

In the five years since 

the hospital purchase, 

Duke LifePoint has spent 

28 million of  the promised 

$35 million in upgrading 

hospital buildings, equip-

ment and infrastructure, 

Harkleroad said.

In addition, Haywood 

Regional has grown by 

virtually every measur-

able there is.

The business went 

from barely hanging on 

financially to becoming 

profitable, despite provid-

ing $24 million in charity 

care for community resi-

dents who are uninsured, 

underinsured or simply 

have no money to pay for 

services received Har-

kleroad said.

In 2019, Haywood Re-

gional won the presti-

gious High Five Award 

given to the top perform-

ing hospital out of  the 

89 LifePoint hospitals in 

the 26-state system. The 

award was accompanied 

by $150,000 in cash that 

Haywood Regional is poised for growth

NEW HONOR — Haywood Regional Medical Center in Clyde recently received the 
highest grade possible for safety practices.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

An auto repair shop in 

Hazelwood has come un-

der fire for spilling over 

into a surrounding resi-

dential neighborhood.

Triangle Automotive 

Repair has been burst-

ing at the seams for a 

few years, with vehicles 

crammed cheek-to-jowl 

on its tiny lot. To solve 

the space crunch, the 

mechanic shop bought a 

lot across the street for 

overflow storage. It in-

advertently ran afoul of  

Waynesville zoning laws 

by encroaching into a res-

idential district, however.

After a year of  field-

ing complaints from 

neighbors and ordering 

the mechanic to cease 

and desist, the town of  

Waynesville resorted to 

filing a civil suit against 

Triangle Auto to rein in 

use of  the overflow lot.

“We are glad for their 

success, but because of  

their success they have 

outgrown the property 

they are on,” said Byron 

Hickox, Waynesville code 

enforcement officer.

Hickox first reached 

out to the owner of  Tri-

angle Auto last Novem-

ber after neighbors com-

plained about the churn 

of  vehicles being stored 

on the overflow lot in 

their midst.

“Within a couple of  

weeks, they had moved 

most of  the vehicles 

off  and the neighbors 

seemed to be satisfied. In 

most cases, someone gets 

a letter from the town, 

they fix it, and that’s the 

end of  it,” Hickox said.

But by April, the over-

flow lot had been pressed 

back into service. So 

Hickox reached out 

again. This time, the own-

ers told him the vehicles 

on the lot were their own 

personal vehicles.

Observers could read-

ily see the lot was a re-

volving door of  different 

vehicles, however. Hickox 

even documented vehi-

cles being taken from the 

shop across the street, or 

tow trucks dropping them 

off.

Becky Johnson

AT ODDS — Dustin Smith, owner of Triangle Auto, works 
on a car with his employee, Jason Deal. Smith is facing 
court action by the town of Waynesville over his overflow 
vehicle storage lot.

PROLIFIC PROBLEM — Triangle Auto’s small lot hemmed in by a Y-shaped intersection doesn’t have enough 
space, but the mechanic ran afoul of zoning laws after it began using a lot in a residential district across 
the street for overflow vehicle storage.

Growth continues on 6

Clash continues on 7

BY LUKE WEIR

lweir@themountaineer.com

Litter cleanups orga-

nized by Haywood Wa-

terways Association 

removed 7,885 pounds 

of  trash from the coun-

ty’s creeks and streams 

in 2019, said HWA Proj-

ect Assistant Christine 

O’Brien.

Contributing to the 

garbage collection were 

268 volunteers, who par-

ticipated in 26 cleanups 

between January and 

November, pulling 40 

tires out of  Haywood’s 

water as part of  the 

nearly four tons of  lit-

ter, O’Brien said.

“We are the stewards 

of  the water quality at 

the very beginning of  

a huge watershed that 

goes and drains into 

the Gulf  of  Mexico,” 

O’Brien said. “Except 

Almost 8,000 pounds of 

trash fished from Haywood 

waterways in 2019

photo courtesy Haywood Water-
ways Association

Volunteers search for 
trash in a Haywood 
County stream during 
September’s Big Sweep.

Trash continues on 6

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

A Waynesville man 

is on supervised pro-

bation after pleading 

guilty to two counts of  

stalking and one count 

of  soliciting prostitu-

tion.

Leonard “LJ” Green 

pleaded guilty to the 

charges on Nov. 26 in 

Haywood County court.

A press release sent 

out by the Waynes-

ville Police Depart-

ment noted that the 

charges came as a re-

sult of  an investiga-

tion conducted by the 

department following 

numerous complaints 

about Green’s activity 

and behavior.

Man pleads guilty to 

stalking, soliciting 

prostitution

LJ Green

Stalking continues on 6
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