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Failures, repeated failures, are finger posts on the road to 

achievement. One fails forward toward success.”
C.S. Lewis“

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Alaska Presley has become 

synonymous with Ghost Town.

Although she didn’t come into 

full ownership of  the park until 

2012, she’s been there since the 

very beginning, and as time has 

gone on, it has become clearer 

and clearer it is the love of  her 

life.

Now at 96 years old, it looks 

like Pressley may finally turn 

Ghost Town over to someone 

new, someone who can bring 

fresh ideas and fresh money to 

the property, whatever form that 

may come in.

Looking back on it, Presley 

said she and Ghost Town were 

the perfect fit for each other.

“I enjoyed it,” she said. “I was a 

loner. I’ve been a loner for a long, 

long time, since the 80s. I liked 

it. I had found it’s awfully hard 

to find help, whatever you pay 

them, to have a love for a place 

and a feeling for it, and that place 

needs it.”

Selling an idea
Presley was born in Clyde but 

came to Maggie Valley with her 

husband, Hubert, in 1955. While 

they had some success with a 

motel they opened up initially, 

things really took off  when they 

met R.B. Coburn of  Virginia, 

who already operated two other 

theme parks but had a big new 

idea.

“When R.B. came here, he had 

about $25,000 and a little one-en-

gine plane,” Presley said.

It’s strange to think, but at the 

very beginning, Ghost Town al-

most wasn’t built in Maggie Val-

ley or even on a mountain.

“R.B., at the time, had a down 

payment put on a piece of  prop-

erty over about halfway between 

Waynesville and Clyde, and he 

was going to put this over there,” 

Presley said. “We convinced him 

he’s off  the beaten path and asked 

him why didn’t he come here.”

The “we” Presley refers to is 

herself  and her late husband, Hu-

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Now that county res-
idents can ride a van 
between Canton and 
Waynesville for $1 each 
way with Mountain Proj-
ects, Inc., one piece of  a 
thorny transportation is-
sue has been solved.

A second program to 
address needs of  those 
beyond the urban area 
route is on the horizon.

Mountain Projects 
is the Haywood-Jack-
son umbrella agency for 
Haywood Public Transit. 
Mountain Projects Exec-
utive Director Patsy Da-
vis found that the lack 
of  a regular public trans-
portation route prevented 
many from getting to 
medical appointments, 
doing their weekly gro-
cery shopping or even 
enjoying the dining and 
shopping opportunities 

in the county.
The fixed route runs 

hourly between 7 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (soon to be ex-
tended to 7 p.m.) week-
days and is a major piece 
to the puzzle for easing 
the transportation woes 
of  many.

However, there are still 
individuals who need a 
vehicle to get to work, 
but live in the outer areas 
of  the county where no 
transportation service is 

available.
Davis works with a 

group in Sylva, Rolling 
Start, that enjoys fixing 
up older, donated cars 
and providing them to 
families in need of  trans-
portation.

Now, a Haywood group 
is in the process of  offer-
ing a similar program.

Volunteers Wendy 
Forbes and Robin Brophy 

A LONG RIDE — Seen here, Alaska Presley has spent most of her 
life committed to Ghost Town in the Sky.

Ghost Town continues on 6

A vehicle makes all the difference when trying  to make ends meet

Vicki Hyatt

Robin Brophy, left, and Wendy Forbes are instrumental 
in starting a Working Wheels program in Haywood.Vehicle continues on 7

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Ghost Town is again 

under contract.

Since mid-August, a 

man whose name has 

not yet been released, 

has been in a 120-day due 

diligence period, during 

which he has already 

put money into the prop-

erty.

Linda Taylor, the 

semi-retired real estate 

agent who used to own 

and operate VIP Re-

alty, is representing the 

buyer, with whom she 

said she’s done business 

before. She wouldn’t say 

much about what the 

potential buyer has put 

into the property, but 

she did say it’s been sub-

stantial.

“He’s putting money 

into the due diligence 

phase weekly,” she said.

In light of  the serious 

vandalism that has oc-

curred at the abandoned 

park in the last couple 

years, beefing up secu-

rity has been one of  the 

expenses, Taylor said.

“They’ve had big is-

sues with vandalism, 

and quite a bit of  money 

has been spent on … en-

hanced security mea-

sures,” she said.

Maggie Valley Police 

Chief  Russ Gilliland 

said his officers have 

responded to three sep-

arate calls for trespass-

ers on that property 

last month. On Sept. 22, 

three were arrested and 

one was charged with 

first-degree trespassing 

and attempted larceny.

“We’ve patrolled more 

regularly up there at the 

request of  the people 

who have interest in it,” 

he said.

There have been no 

known instances of  tres-

passing or vandalism in 

October.

Although Taylor 

wouldn’t give any infor-

mation as to who this po-

tential buyer might be, 

she said she is confident 

he has the means to do 

what others have been 

unable to in recent years 

— get the park back up 

and running.

“This buyer is in a 

different financial situ-

ation than the previous 

ones,” she said. “This is 

not his first rodeo.”

New Ghost 
Town buyer 
lined up

Sandra Barnes

GHOST TOWN:
A love story

Alaska Presley provides the inside story 

on Haywood’s storied theme park

Good news about 
Waynesville road
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It was the hot tubs 
that spread disease
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