
A NEW EXPERIENCE IN LOCAL NEWS

M
Subscribe Today!

The Mountaineer

Your Community Newspaper. In Print. Online.

STARTING AT

PER 

MONTH!
$8

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.themountaineer.com/subscribe

OR BY PHONE

(828) 452-0661

116021 2

The Mountaineer
Monday, December 2, 2019 www.themountaineer.com $1.00

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

With just four short 

weeks between Thanks-

giving and Christmas 

this year, there’s no time 

to waste in kicking off  

the holiday season.

Haywood County is 

rolling out the red carpet 

starting this weekend 

with a packed line-up 

of  Christmas events 

and festivities. Commu-

nity members across the 

county have been hard 

at work to pull off  the 

whirlwind of  holiday ac-

tivity.

Read about holiday 

events inside.

Churches hosting live 

nativity scenes have 

been mending costumes, 

and town workers have 

been stringing lights 

and garlands. Musi-

cians, singers and danc-

ers have been polishing 

up their acts for a dizzy-

ing array of  holiday con-

certs and shows, while 

artists have been toiling 

over their wares for craft 

fairs.

Merchants have 

been fussing over their 

Christmas window dis-

plays, Boy Scout troops 

have been putting the fi-

nal touches on their pa-

rade floats and Santa 

appearances have been 

getting booked.

The stage is now set 

to bring the magic of  an 

Appalachian Christmas 

to life.

“Everybody loves that 

feeling of  a Norman 

Rockwell Christmas,” 

said Buffy Phil-

lips, the ex-

ecutive di-

r e c t o r 

of  the 

D o w n -

t o w n 

Waynes-

ville As-

s o c i a -

tion. “We 

just spar-

kle.”

That sparkle 

takes careful attention 

to detail, however, right 

down to the red bows on 

downtown Waynesville’s 

lamp posts.

“We hire a lady to do 

the custom wraps and 

hand-tied bows with the 

big six-inch ribbon,” 

Phillips said.

W h i l e 

W a y n e s -

ville has 

l o n g 

d o m i -

n a t e d 

t h e 

C h r i s t -

mas sea-

son with 

its signa-

ture events 

like Night Before 

Christmas and Holly 

Days shopping weekend, 

Canton is stepping up its 

game this year. Tired of  

being outdone, Canton 

merchants have banded 

together to launch A 

Very Canton Christmas, 

an umbrella for various 

Christmas events and 

shopping days.

Ellen Selm, owner of  

Middle Path Health and 

Nutrition in Canton, 

has rallied merchants to 

embrace the season in 

hopes of  showcasing the 

explosion of  new busi-

nesses that have come to 

downtown.

Selm was inspired 

by old photos of  what 

Christmas in Canton 

was like during its hey-

day of  the 1940s and ‘50s.

“The town was su-

per decked out and ev-

ery store was active. It 

slowly bottomed out, 

and this is the first time 

in decades it is close to 

near-total revitaliza-

tion,” Selm said.

For the stalwart mer-

chants who hung on, the 

newcomers are making 

a downtown Christmas 

season a reality once 

more.

“If  you are the only 

storefront amongst a 

bunch of  empty win-

dows, it’s easy to get 

overlooked. Now there 

are a lot of  shops to 

choose and working to-

gether, we will be a lot 

more effective,” Selm 

said.

Let the merry-making commence! Christmas arrives in Haywood

BY CAROL VIAU

The Biltmore Beacon

Balsam Range, the 

Grammy- and IBMA-win-

ning bluegrass and 

acoustic band, has been 

blazing trails in the mu-

sic industry and spread-

ing its love of  the moun-

tains all over the world.

The band loves the 

people of  Western North 

Carolina — so much so, 

that it is presenting the 

fourth Art of  Music festi-

val Dec. 6 — 7 at Lake Ju-

naluska, with a kick-off  

show Dec. 5 at Folkmoot 

USA.

“We’re excited to be in 

year four,” said IBMA male 

vocalist of  the year and fid-

dle player, Buddy Melton. 

“We’re keeping it new and 

fresh, bringing some amaz-

ing artists.”

If  you think this is just 

a bluegrass festival, think 

again. It’s not.

The festival has some-

thing for every musical 

taste — including music 

legend Tim O’Brien; John 

Driskell Hopkins, of  the 

Zac Brown Band; the At-

lanta Pops Orchestra En-

semble; award-winning 

Sister Sadie; Mike Snider’s 

comedy and mountain mu-

sic — plus, Christmas mu-

sic, too.

Audiences will enjoy 

performances each night 

by Balsam Range, the two-

time International Blue-

grass Music Association 

(IBMA) Entertainer of  the 

Year. The band got national 

attention this year with its 

album “Aeonic,” garnering 

rave reviews in the Wall 

Street Journal and Rolling 

Stone.

Balsam Range is going 

strong in its 13th year, with 

its five founding members: 

Buddy Melton, fiddle and 

lead tenor; Darren Nichol-

son, mandolin and vocals; 

Tim Surrett, stand-up bass, 

dobro and vocals; Caleb 

Smith, guitar and vocals; 

and Marc Pruett, banjo.

Something new

Balsam Range con-

tinues to break pre-con-

ceived notions about 

bluegrass. The band’s 

cover of  the Beatles tune 

Art of Music festival opens this week

Wayne Ebinger photo

FOR THE LOVE OF MUSIC — Grammy- and IBMA-winning bluegrass and acoustic band Balsam Range presents the fourth Art of Music festival Dec. 6 — 7 at Lake Ju-
naluska. The band is pictured performing with the Atlanta Pops Orchestra Ensemble during the 2018 AOM.

Donated

IBMA Vocal Group of the Year Sister Sadie performs Dec. 7 at Art of Music.

BALSAM RANGE
Gives The Gift of Music

Music continues on 8
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Happiness is when what you think, what you say, 

and what you do are in harmony.” - Mahatma Gandhi“

Smorgasboard of holiday 
concerts coming to a stage 
near you - 2A


