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Words to Live By:

“There is always a heavy demand for fresh mediocrity. In every 

generation the least cultivated taste has the largest appetite.”

Paul Gauguin

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

CANTON — One man is at Mis-

sion Hospital after his car plunged 

into the Pigeon River.

Before Haywood County emer-

gency workers could reach a car that 

plunged in the Pigeon River Wednes-

day afternoon, three citizens and 

several first responders stepped in 

to help.

David Chambers, 38, a U.S. Army 

veteran from Canton, was right be-

hind the gray Honda Accord as it 

veered off  the roadway near the 

intersection of  Penland and Reed 

streets.

“He just moved off  the road,” 

Chambers said. “It looked like he 

was speeding up the whole way.”

He estimated the vehicle traveled 

about 75 yards across a field before 

hitting the river. Chambers called 

911 and was advised to not get in the 

water, advice he ignored.

“I didn’t want to see anybody 

drown,” he said.

Two incoming Pisgah High School 

seniors, Hayden Stockton and Zach 

Burch, heard the crash and rushed 

to the scene to see what they could 

do to help.

Stockton, who is 6-foot-7, said the 

car was in deep water.

“When I stood on top of  the car, the 

water was on the top of  my shoul-

ders,” he said. “I just wanted to help. 

I just wanted to save someone.”

While Chambers and Stockton 

were with the car, Burch stood near 

the scene to guide emergency work-

ers to the scene, which took about 

five minutes, they said.

The first responder broke the 

windshield with a punch and pulled 

one man out.

“They handed him to me,” Stock-

ton said. “I put his arms around my 

shoulder and swam to shore.”

At that time, right around 2 p.m., 

the man had a pulse. His current 

condition is unknown.

Haywood’s swift water rescue 

team arrived on the scene shortly af-

ter the accident, and was later joined 

by a dive team provided by the Hen-

derson County Rescue Squad.

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

CLYDE — Mystery flooding and 

fecal coliform contamination in the 

Oak Park subdivision is no closer to 

being solved than it was a month ago.

Standing water and fecal contami-

nation on the property of  Dean and 

Lorelei Garnes at 126 Poplar Drive, 

Clyde, have been the target of  multi-

ple tests since May 6.

Both the sanitary district and 

state regulators have been working 

to solve the problem, but answers re-

main elusive and those involved have 

differing speculations on where the 

problem lies. There are also differing 

opinions on whether the issue is cre-

ating a public health problem in the 

community.

Josh Nickol, general manager of  

Junaluska Sanitary District, said all 

tests taken show there are no leaks 

in either the water or sewer lines. 

Tests have also ruled out any leaks 

between the district lines and the 

Garneses home, which lies in a slight 

swale below the JSD lines.

Tests by state regulators, however, 

showed the presence of  both chlorine 

and fecal coliform in test holes dug at 

126 Poplar Drive, indicating the wa-

ter source isn’t ground water or even 

storm water, as Nickol has suggested, 

but instead is treated drinking water.

BY CARTER GIEGERICH

carterg@themountaineer.com

The Haywood County Board of  

Commissioners approved the largest 

budget for the county since 2007 at 

their June 3 meeting, setting the fi-

nancial stage for a litany of  projects 

and new developments for county 

staff  in the months to come.

The 2019-20 budget is $87.5 million, 

an increase over the current year 

budget of  $4.8 million. Rather than 

raise taxes, the commissioners opted 

to take money out of  its fund balance 

to make ends meet.

There were no material changes in 

the budget from the one presented by 

Is mystery flooding, contamination a public health problem?

TESTING — A crew from Brevard brought its truck and camera equipment to the Oak Park subdivision in Clyde Wednesday to help 
the Junaluska Sanitary District search for clues to flooding and fecal matter on property below its water and sewer lines. At right is 
Mikal Willmer, an environmental specialist with the Asheville Regional office of the N.C. Department of Environmental Quality.

Rescue on the Pigeon River

Kyle Perrotti

ACCIDENT SCENE — This Honda Accord with one man in it inexplicably entered 
the Pigeon River Wednesday afternoon.

Details scant on 

Pigeon River wreck

Accident continues on 8

Flooding continues on 8

County votes 

on 2019-20 

budget

Budget continues on 9

Dunkin Donuts, Dollar General to 

replace Granny’s Chicken Palace
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