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BY KYLE PERROTTI
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MAGGIE VALLEY — Hay-

wood County’s lone distill-

ery is getting out of  the li-

quor business, at least for a 

while.

In response to the corona-

virus outbreak and the re-

sulting shortage of  crucial 

medical supplies, Elevated 

Mountain Distilling Com-

pany has shifted its produc-

tion from liquor to hand san-

itizer.

While the company made 

the news public Friday 

night, owner Dave Angel 

said the decision was made 

Wednesday when the FDA 

temporarily changed guide-

lines prohibiting manufac-

turers of  spirits from pro-

ducing alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer.

“A lot of  people have seen 

distilleries making itty-bitty 

batches and having some 

that they were handing out 

in their stores last week, 

but honestly, that was com-

pletely illegal,” Angel said.

Game on
Once word came down 

that it would be legal for 

distilleries to change gears 

to help a virus-threatened 

economy, it was game on in 

Maggie Valley.

“They actually sent a 

World Health Organization 

recipe for hand sanitizer … 

it was how to make two gal-

lons in a remote lab,” Angel 

said. “The feds said, ‘do not 

add to or change the ingredi-

ents. Don’t deviate from the 

recipe other than scaling it 

to your capability.’ With that 

guidance, we realized we can 

do it, and we can do it in a 

big way.”

Angel said he thought for 

a few days about producing 

hand sanitizer at Elevated 

Mountain, considering the 

well-reported shortage of  

the vital product.

“There are so many orga-

nizations that want it now, 

The right

BY LUKE WEIR

lweir@themountaineer.com

Haywood County public 

health nurses are available 

to answer Covid-19 ques-

tions via a call center start-

ing Wednesday, March 25, 

said public health director 

Patrick Johnson.

To speak with a public 

health nurse, dial the local 

call center at 828-356-2019, 

available Monday through 

Friday between 8 a.m. and 

7 p.m. The state also has a 24-

hour North Carolina Coro-

navirus Helpline at 866-462-

3821.

More tests
While a new coronavi-

rus carrying the disease 

Covid-19 continues to spread 

across the nation, the num-

ber of  tests in Haywood 

County continue to increase.

As of  noon Tuesday, 

March 24, a total of  75 

Covid-19 tests had been con-

ducted in Haywood County, 

with 24 negative results re-

turned, Johnson said. The 

other 51 tests are still await-

ing results.

“We should expect to have 

our first case in Haywood 

County soon,” Johnson 

said. “The Haywood County 

Health Department will en-

force isolation, perform con-

tact tracing and follow-up 

for each positive COVID case 

in order to protect the health 

of  our residents.”

The number of  Covid-19 

cases in Western North Car-

Haywood County Coronavirus call center opens Wednesday 
Health director: expect first Haywood case soon

spirit
Elevated Mountain Distilling Company is 

upping its game to help fight coronavirus 

Distilling continues on 13

Coronavirus continues on 14

Status of COVID-19 Testing

Haywood County Health and Human Services 

Medical Director Mark Jaben said the following 

in a press release:

Right now, no one across the country or region 

has enough equipment for large-scale speci-

men collection.

It takes four to five days to get results, so it can 

only show if you had it, or not, at that time. We 

cannot know what your exposure has been 

since then.

You may have heard about a new test that gives 

results in 45 minutes. It is for hospital use only, 

and is not available at this time.

Due to this, testing is being used only in certain 

medical situations.

We wish it wasn’t this way, but it is. Your un-

derstanding is much appreciated by everyone 

having to make these difficult choices. Thank 

you for doing your part!

Again, if you are showing symptoms, please iso-

late yourself and avoid exposing anyone else.

If you become short of breath, visit the emer-

gency department or call 911.

These recommendations come from CDC, NC-

DHSS, Haywood County Health Department, 

Haywood County Emergency Services, Hay-

wood Regional Medical Center.

This may change from day to day as the situa-

tion in the county evolves.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.

com

Hundreds of  workers 

across Haywood County 

lost their jobs in a mat-

ter of  days last week, 

with thousands more 

bracing for potential lay-

offs and reduced hours 

as the economy grinds 

to a stand-still over the 

coronavirus.

The latest blow to hair 

salons and barbershops 

— ordered to close by 

5 p.m. Wednesday — will 

be hard on the vast ma-

jority of  stylists who 

work as independent 

contractors. That means 

they can’t get unemploy-

ment.

“It’s affected every-

body around the globe, 

but if  you can’t file for 

unemployment and you 

Coronavirus 
capsizes 
economy: 
workers reeling from 
lay-offs, cut hours

Donated photo

LABOR OF LOVE — Joyce Cochran setting up bottling station.

Becky Johnson

NEW NORMAL — Money is now tight for Bethel 
mom Amber Lee and her kids Syndey and Dominic 
after her husband lost his job due to the closure of 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino.

Economy continues on 15


