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Words to Live By:

“Never sit at a table you can’t walk away from.”

Joss Whedon

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

A transitional shelter for homeless 

women with children trying to build a 

new life became a reality last Friday, 

with the celebrated opening of  The 

Haywood Pathways Center Myr-Ken 

Building.

The $650,000 addition to the Hay-

wood Pathways Center will provide 

lodging with shared kitchen and laun-

dry facilities for up to 10 family units 

of  women with children.

Nearly 100 people gathered for a rib-

bon cutting of  the Myr-Ken Building 

Friday.

“Pathways started as and contin-

ues to be a community project,” said 

Pathways Director Mandy Haithcox. 

“From financial support to volunteer 

presence to persistent prayer to com-

munity education and advocacy, Path-

ways would not be what it is today 

without all of  you.”

Nick Honerkamp, pastor of  New 

Covenant Church, recounted the evo-

lution of  the Pathways Center from 

idea to reality. The need for not merely 

a homeless shelter but creating a tran-

sitional program to help people start a 

new life crystalized one day four years 

ago as Haywood County Sheriff  Greg 

Christopher saw two inmates being 

released from jail with nowhere to go.

“They walked out and sat on the 

curb with nowhere to go and the sher-

iff  said ‘We’ve got to do something 

about the recidivism rate. We can’t 

keep arresting the same people over 

and over,’” Honerkamp said.

The community rallied to the 

cause, raising funds and donating la-

bor to convert a shuttered state prison 

in Hazelwood into the Pathways Cen-

ter four years ago.

“We had 1,500 volunteers that 

BY SHELBY HARRELL

sharrell@themountaineer.com

Last week, Shining Rock Classical 

Academy board members approved its 

proposed budget for the 2019-20 fiscal 

year, which is based on a student en-

rollment of  41 fewer students than last 

year.

The FY 2019-20 

budget is totaled 

at about $3.2 mil-

lion in revenue 

based on an ex-

pected 360 stu-

dents for next 

year. By compari-

son, last year the 

SRCA board bud-

geted for 401 stu-

dents.

Because of  the 

reduction in en-

rollment, SRCA will receive less fund-

ing from the state next year.

The FY 2019-20 budget shows a de-

crease of  about $200,000 compared to 

this current year — which is mainly 

due to the smaller student enrollment.

However, SRCA Board Treasure 

Chad Carver said an enrollment of  360 

was only an estimate.

Because students often withdraw 

or enroll within the first few days of  

school, the true student enrollment 

won’t be accurate until after school 

starts.

But Carver said he felt an enroll-

Shining Rock 

pares down 

‘19-20 budget

Chad Carver

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Haywood County Sheriff Greg 

Christopher
When The Mountaineer spoke with 

Christopher, he was out of  the state on 

vacation, but he didn’t mind.

“There isn’t anything I think I wouldn’t 

drop to take some time to talk about my 

good friend Bill,” he said.

Christopher himself  is an esteemed 

law enforcement officer within the 

county and the state who, like Hollingsed, 

has worked extensively in Raleigh. He 

said he recognizes Hollingsed’s unique 

leadership abilities.

“He is not only committed and dedi-

cated to his employer, which is the Town 

A leader through the lens of others

HOME — Hollingsed is originally 
from Florida, but now, even in 
the face of high-paying job pros-
pects, he has decided to stay in 
Waynesville, the place he loves.

In talking to several people for The Mountaineer’s profile on retiring Waynesville Police Chief Bill Hollingsed, it became quickly apparent 
that another story would be needed simply to allow their opinions ample space.

It was evident those conversations that Hollingsed wove a thread of commitment throughout the county that will hold tight for years to 
come. Such will be his legacy. Here are the words of just some of the people who have known him throughout his years in Haywood 
County.

A celebration of Chief Hollingsed’s service will take place on Monday evening at 5:30 p.m., at the Wells Events Center in Waynesville.

Chief continues on 7 SRCA continues on 7

See what’s happening at Lake 

Junaluska this summer
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It takes a village:

Becky Johnson

COMMUNITY STEPS UP — A ribbon-cutting for a transitional shelter for homeless women with children located on the Path-
ways Center Campus was held Friday. An outpouring of community support and fundraising made the project a reality.

The Haywood County community celebrates the opening of 

Pathways’ new women and children shelter

NEW AND RETURNING STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

Meet with Admissions  .  Register for Classes  .  Speak with Financial Aid

Learn about Resources  .  Tour Our Campus  .  Receive a FREE T-Shirt

Chance to win 

FREE LAPTOP!

hcc-advising@haywood.edu  |  828.627.2821  |  haywood.edu/peakweek
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Pathways continues on 8

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

The unimaginable happened Sat-

urday afternoon near the Blue Ridge 

Parkway, when two people were struck 

by lightning. And yet, as unbelievable 

as that sounds, miraculously, it seems 

both are going to make a full recovery.

Those struck by lightning were Dis-

trict Court Judge Roy Wijewickrama 

and a mother during a camping trip 

with a cub scout pack.

The lightning strike happened 

around 1:30 p.m. Saturday in Balsam 

Mountain Campground in the the Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park. It is 

located above 5,000 feet off  the Parkway 

between Maggie Valley and Cherokee.

“They were on a family camping trip 

for the Boy Scouts,” said Wijewickra-

ma’s brother, David.

A sudden thunderstorm hit the 

Two struck 

by lightning 

in Smokies

Lightning continues on 8


