
A podiatrist is a health 
professional who specia-
lizes in the evaluation and 
treatment of foot-related 
illnesses and problems.

Consult a podiatrist if you 
think you have athlete’s 
foot, a plantar wart or an 
ingrown toenail; if your 
heel hurts; or if you’ve suf-
fered an injury (a sprain, for 

example). Your knees 
bother you, or you have 
lower-back pain? Your po-
diatrist can tell you if your 
posture or the way you 
walk is the cause, or 
whether uneven-length 
legs, high arches or so-
mething else is at the root 
of it all. To find out more, 
contact a local podiatrist.
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Words to Live By:

“Sheep, like people, are ungovernable 

when they’re hungry.” John Muir

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

CANTON — The Canton Labor 

Day celebration was a resounding 

success if  the size of  the crowd is 

any indication.

Sunday night’s Oak Ridge Boys 

concert drew a near capacity crowd, 

though town officials have no official 

count yet. The 10 a.m. parade drew 

thousands, many who seemed ready 

to stick around to enjoy the events in 

Sorrells Park scheduled for the rest 

of  the day.

There were plenty of  food trucks 

to help quench the thirst and appe-

tites of  those celebrating Labor Day, 

and a music line-up sure to thrill.

Tina Fitzgerald, who moved to 

Canton three months ago, was all set 

to enjoy her first parade in 36 years. 

Everyone loves a parade

COLOR GUARD — Members of the 
TUSCOLA JROTC marched in the pa-
rade, displaying flags for the crowd.

UNION REPRESENTATION — The Teamsters union served as grand marshal of the 2019 Labor Day parade.

This year’s Labor Day celebration in Canton was a hit

BY CARTER GIEGERICH

carterg@themountaineer.com

As major changes to the administra-

tion of  Medicaid loom right around the 

corner, Local Management Entities and 

Managed Care Organizations across the 

state are bracing for impact.

Medicaid Transformation is under-

way in North Carolina, as state legisla-

tors voted to move to a Managed Care 

model for Medicaid recipients starting 

this year.

Under a managed care model, the 

funds set aside to provide healthcare to 

Medicaid recipients will be parceled out 

to private insurance companies based on 

the number of  recipients registered un-

der their managed care plan. The cur-

rent model instead reimburses health-

care providers on a fee-for-service basis, 

meaning the providers are compensated 

by LME/MCOs for each procedure they 

perform.

Transformation has far-reaching im-

plications for all facets of  the healthcare 

systems that serve the state, and LME/

MCOs are no exception.

Rolled out statewide by 2013, LME/

MCOs are responsible for managing 

the funds that cover specialty care for 

Medicaid recipients with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities, behav-

ioral health conditions or substance use 

disorders. For those living in Western 

North Carolina, their LME/MCO is Vaya 

Health.

“Anyone who has Medicaid who has a 

need for care for any of  those disability 

areas, the payment for that comes from 

us,” said Brian Ingraham, Vaya’s CEO. 

“We’re a public insurance company. We 

have a provider network, we have con-

tracts, we manage the benefits so individ-

uals get a maximum benefit for the care 

they’re seeking, given a fixed amount of  

money.”

Vaya is also tasked with providing as-

sistance to those who have no insurance 

or are underinsured and don’t qualify for 

Medicaid, a population that is allocated 

an even smaller pool of  funds from the 

Labor Day continues on 8

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

The families of  those killed and 

injured when the Haywood County 

Labor Day wagon train was hit by a 

truck two years ago have filed a law-

suit.

The suit, which was filed Aug. 

30, alleges that the accident, which 

ended in the deaths of  Jason Messer 

and Boney Summey and seriously 

injured Summey’s grandson, Chase, 

was caused by negligence on the part 

of  the sheriff ’s office, and claims 

damages in excess of  $25,000.

The defendants are Haywood 

County Sheriff  Greg Christopher, 

the county itself, the deputy who was 

providing an escort for the wagon 

train and the company that bonded 

the sheriff.

The accident occurred on the foggy 

afternoon of  Sept. 1, 2017, when a 

truck driven by Michael McCoy 

plowed into the rear wagon, driven 

by Messer. Messer was pronounced 

dead at the scene, while Summey suc-

cumbed to his injuries and passed 

away a couple months later. McCoy 

later pleaded guilty to two counts of  

misdemeanor death by vehicle.

The suit alleges that members of  

the wagon train called for and were 

promised an “adequate escort” for 

the most dangerous leg of  the jour-

ney along US 276.

“Sometime between 12 p.m. and 

12:30 p.m. on Sept. 1, 2017, [the deputy] 

abandoned the rear of  the [wagon 

train] and drove his patrol car past 

the entire [wagon train] procession 

on US 276 and completely out of  sight 

of  the [wagon train], leaving the rear 

of  the slow moving [wagon train] pro-

cession utterly exposed to motor ve-

hicular traffic,” the suit reads. “[The 

deputy] did not notify or explain his 

movement to any participant of  the 

[wagon train] procession when he 

Sheriff sued by wagon train families

Wagon continues on 10

Vaya Health 

preps for 

big changes

Vaya continues on 7

Pisgah and Tuscola gear up 

for the 2019 rivalry game
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