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Prospective Ghost 

Town in the Sky devel-

opers have reached ter-

ritory unseen in recent 

years by combining own-

ership of  the land the 

park sits on.

According to property 

records kept at the reg-

ister of  deeds’ office, the 

property has been con-

veyed from Lula, LLC, 

for which Alaska Pres-

ley is described as the 

“Sole Member/Man-

ager, Grantor,” to Ghost 

Town in the Sky, LLC, the 

grantee.

While state records in-

dicate Sylva attorney Di-

ane Sherrill was the ini-

tial registered agent for 

Ghost Town in the Sky, 

LLC, the trustee signa-

ture provided on the 

deed belongs to Jimmy 

F. Wood, Jr., managing 

member. Furthermore, 

the address provided for 

the grantee on the deed 

is in Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina, and belongs to 

Calvin Donaldson, who 

owns a realty company 

there.

The properties total 

about 250 acres and con-

tain the entirety of  the 

Ghost Town in the Sky 

amusement park, includ-

ing the parking lot at the 

base of  Buck Mountain 

and the A-frame located 

on that parcel.

Haywood County Reg-

ister of  Deeds Sherri 

Rogers said the price one 

party pays during a prop-

erty transaction can typ-

ically be gleaned from 

the amount of  excise tax 

paid, considering $2 of  

every $1,000 that changes 

hands is charged. How-

ever, in this instance, no 

Ghost Town development inches forward
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A third Democratic 

candidate is ready to 

make a run at North Car-

olina’s 11th Congressio-

nal district.

Eric Gash is a lot of  

things: a minister, a prin-

cipal, a former football 

player and a coach, and 

now, he’s hoping to be-

come Western North Car-

olina’s voice in Washing-

ton, D.C.

Gash, 51, and his wife 

of  25 years, Katy, 49, sat 

down with The Moun-

taineer ahead of  a forth-

coming announcement 

of  his congressional run. 

Throughout the inter-

view, Gash returned to 

a few themes frequently 

but focused most on the 

virtue leading by exam-

ple, even pointing out 

that he has a board out-

side his office that reads 

“the world is changing by 

example not by opinion.”

“When folks see you 

lead by example, you can 

hold them to account,” he 

said.

Around the world 

and back again
Gash was born and 

raised in Western North 

Carolina, having gradu-

ated from Hendersonville 

High School in 1988. From 

there, he went to UNC-

Chapel Hill, where he 

also played outside line-

backer. While Gash even-

tually had the chance to 

sign with the New En-

gland Patriots, the team 

his brother Sam played 

for, he decided to go a dif-

ferent direction and get 

into business.

It wasn’t long before a 

new venture took him to 

the Caribbean, where he 

Hendersonville pastor, principal to run for NC-11

MAKING THE RUN — Democrat Eric Gash, pictured here 
with his wife, Katy, is ready to toss his hat into the ring and 
run to represent Western North Carolina in congress.
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A fire broke out at Ever-

green Packaging’s Canton 

paper mill Monday morning.

Canton fire chief  Tim 

Carver said firefighters 

were dispatched to the blaze 

at about 10:15 a.m. While 

Carver didn’t have many 

specifics, he said he believed 

the investigation hadn’t 

yet begun. He did note they 

had a first-hand response 

and fought the blaze.

“As far as we know now 

there’s no injuries,” he said.

The fire comes barely 

more than six months after 

a fire claimed the lives of  

two contractors. Following 

a state investigation, it was 

determined that fire was 

not the fault of  any paper 

mill employees.

Canton Mayor Zeb Sma-

thers had praise for all 

of  the agencies that re-

sponded.

“They responded in a he-

roic and timely manner,” 

he said. “Training and ex-

pertise no doubt took a po-

tentially bad situation and 

curtailed it. I can’t speak 

highly enough about the 

men and women in all of  

the fire departments. No 

matter if  it’s a house fire, 

a small business or the 

county’s biggest manu-

facturer, don’t doubt their 

ability to respond.”

Fire breaks out at 

Evergreen Packaging

EVERGREEN PACKAGING — Canton’s Evergreen 
Packaging paper mill, as pictured in 2017.
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Community residents have 

known for a couple months 

now that the World Method-

ist Museum on the Lake Ju-

naluska Assembly confer-

ence center grounds would 

be closing.

What they didn’t know 

until just days before Easter 

is that the entire collection 

would be sent to the South-

ern Methodist University li-

brary in Dallas, Texas.

In a February 2021 news-

letter the World Methodist 

Council announced that the 

Ghost Town continues 

on 8A

Museum continues on 8A

Eric Gash continues on 

10A


