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A woman is lucky to be alive after 

her car plunged 200 feet down an em-

bankment near Max Patch.

Emergency responders were called 

to the intersection of  Max Patch 

Road and Cold Springs Creek Road at 

11:13 a.m. on July 24. 72-year-old Mary 

Spengler, whose main residence is in 

Knoxville, called 911 to say she had 

gone off  the road and was stuck inside 

her vehicle.

N.C. Highway Patrol Trooper Trevor 

Sawyer handled the investigation. He 

said that the 2010 Ford Flex left the 

roadway and careened down the steep 

embankment not due to speed, but due 

to her hitting the brake too hard on the 

gravel road. Although she lives in that 

area and was familiar with the road, it 

was a matter of  circumstance, Sawyer 

said.

“I think it was just she tried to grab 

too much brake,” he said. “She got on 
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A Maggie Val-

ley man has been 

indicted on doz-

ens of  child sex 

offense charges.

M a t t h e w 

Mander, 34, was 

initially arrested 

on June 20 after 

being indicted 

on 10 felony sex 

offense charges, 

but because the 

files were sealed, specific details are 

not able to be reported.

However, after a Haywood County 

grand jury indicted Mander on 37 new 

felonies earlier this week, more details 

have come to light. According to the 

indictments, the offenses occurred be-

tween the dates of  Feb. 1, 2018, through 

June 18, 2019, and the majority note 

that the alleged victim was under 

15-years-old.

While most of  the charges are for 

statutory sex offenses, three of  the in-

dictments allege forcible rape.
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Public records show the Shin-

ing Rock Classical Academy plans 

to build a new school facility were 

short lived, really just four days.

Companies acting on behalf  of  the 

academy, including Schoolhouse De-

velopment, LLC, submitted plans to 

the town of  Waynesville to build on 

a 16-acre tract of  land near the pres-

ent Shining Rock campus. The plans 

were submitted Thursday, Aug. 1, the 

very night the Shining Rock board 

had scheduled a special-called meet-

ing where a closed session was on 

the agenda to discuss “facilities.” 

This is not a topic that is eligible to 

be discussed in private under the 

N.C. Open Meetings law.

After a three-hour closed session, 

the board left the meeting without 

going into open session, even though 

the agenda item was starred, mean-

ing a vote could be expected that 

night.

At 2 p.m. Monday, Aug. 5, Jim Way 

with Schoolhouse Development, 

LLC, sent the following email to Eliz-

abeth Teague, development services 

director for Waynesville.

“I regret to inform you that the 

Shining Rock School Board has de-

cided not to expand into a new facil-

ity for next school year. This entire 

project has been cancelled, so please 

advise the Planning Board and the 

Historic Preservation Committee 

that our scheduled agenda is can-

celled. You and the entire Waynes-

ville team were very gracious and 

we were looking forward to work-

ing with you. Hopefully, we will be 

in touch for another project in your 

beautiful community.”

Part of  the planning effort in-

cludes the town sending letters to ad-

joining landowners about a proposed 

development, which had occurred, 

and establishing a schedule for the 

plan to move forward.

That, too, had been discussed, with 

tentative target dates and meeting 

schedules set forth between Aug. 14 

and Oct. 25, according to a July 16 

email from Teague to Way.

The Waynesville Historic 

Charter school expansion plans short-lived

Arrest continues on 9

Crash continues on 9

SRCA continues on 7
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A brush 

with death:
Woman survives after 
200-foot plunge in her 
car near Max Patch

Man charged 

with dozens 

of sex crimes
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Lois Snow knows pies. Apple pies, 

strawberry pies, peach pies, cherry 

pies, banana cream, lemon meringue 

— if  you can put it in a pie, she has.

Now 96 and counting, Snow has 

made thousands of  pies in her life-

time and doesn’t plan to hang up her 

apron anytime soon. A chocolate pie 

is how she caught her husband after 

all.

“When he took that first bite, he 

said ‘That woman isn’t getting away 

from me,’” said Snow, who lives in 

Crabtree.

With the Haywood County Fair 

just two weeks away, Snow will soon 

be busy peeling a bag of  honey crisp 

apples for the annual Barber Or-

chards Double-Crust Apple Pie con-

test.

Snow has been dutifully entering 

her pies in the county fair for years, 

along with sundry other canned 

goods, pickles, quilts and garden pro-

duce. She’s got an overflowing box of  

ribbons and rosettes to show for it.

“I guess I do need a bigger box,” 

Snow said, barely able to shut the lid 

anymore.

Snow has won some and lost some, 

but takes it all in stride.

“If  you win, you win. If  you don’t, 

you don’t, and you don’t let it tear 

you up,” Snow said.

Snow was only 8 years old when 

her grandmother taught her to make 

pies. Growing up on a farm in the 

1930s, neighbors took turns help-

ing each other bring in the harvest. 

When the work party came to your 

Art of the pie: 
Lois Snow is 96 years old and still baking

Becky Johnson

MADE WITH LOVE — Lois Snow, 96, made her first pie in 1931 and has been at it 
ever since. A homemade pie is Snow’s way of spreading love and joy to others.Pies continues on 8

Sandy Denman steps down as 

book sale chairman after 40 years
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