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Becky Johnson

SPEAKING OUT — Josie Rodriguez, flanked by other members of the SAVE club at Tuscola, share 
concerns with the Haywood County School Board about the culture of bullying, which includes being 
shunned and stigmatized by peers.

STUDENT SUICIDE PROMPTS 

CONCERNS OVER BULLYING

BY BECKY JOHNSON
bjohnson@themountaineer.com

An impassioned call by 

teens to do more to com-

bat bullying and social os-

tracization in school took 

a heart-wrenching turn at 

a Haywood County School 

Board meeting this week.

The death of  Waynes-

ville Middle School sev-

enth grader last month has 

sparked concerns among 

students and parents.

Had the social pres-

sures faced by tweens and 

teens been a factor? Did 

she feel isolated, bullied or 

shunned by peers? Did the 

school heed signs of  con-

cern and do what it could 

to intervene?

These questions 

weighed so heavily that 

a group of  students and 

parents from Waynesville 

Middle and Tuscola High 

spoke out at the school 

board meeting Monday 

night — not only to raise 

awareness for the trying 

times teens face but also 

demand more be done 

to change the culture in 

schools.

“We see students who are 

Victim’s grandparents laud school for love, support

Bullying continues on 9

Becky Johnson

SUPPORT — Pictured at top, David and Pamela Floyd said Waynesville Middle School staff had 
been supportive and helpful in working with their granddaughter and condemned what’s being 
said on Facebook as lies.
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The long-awaited, 

much-anticipated deci-

sion of  who will serve 

on Waynesville’s home-

less task force was an-

nounced this week.

The town got a re-

cord-setting 32 appli-

cations, a testament to 

growing tensions over 

a rising homeless pop-

ulation. Given the high 

level of  interest, the 

town leaders delayed 

making appointments 

last month to give ample 

thought to the right com-

position.“Our main goal 

was to include a wide 

variety of  backgrounds 

and areas of  expertise,” 

Alderman Jon Feichter 

said.

The list of  names an-

nounced at the town 

board meeting this week 

is weighted toward those 

who have a direct role in 

providing support and 

resources to the home-

less population, however.

About two-thirds of  

the 21 task force mem-

bers are affiliated with 

nonprofits, social sup-

Who got the nod for 

Waynesville 

homeless task force?

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Last Monday, the five 

Democrats looking to 

represent the party in 

the general election for 

North Carolina’s 11th 

Congressional district 

converged on Haywood 

County’s Agricultural 

Extension office building 

to discuss their philos-

ophies and policy posi-

tions.

The event was moder-

ated by Julia Buckner, 

who offered a different 

format and some quick 

wit that kept both candi-

dates and the audience 

more engaged than they 

perhaps would have oth-

erwise been.

The candidates at the 

event were Steve Woods-

mall, Phillip Price, Mi-

chael O’Shea, Moe Davis 

and Gina Collias.

The event began with 

Buckner asking a series 

of  quick questions to 

verify candidates’ qual-

ifications, such as fund-

raising numbers. One 

question prompted the 

candidates to describe 

the worst thing Mark 

Meadows did for the dis-

trict. Answers varied 

somewhat but were all 

more general than spe-

cific policies.

“I’d say the fact that 

he has only one constit-

uent, and that’s Donald 

Task force continues on 10

N.C. 11th District 

Democrats participate 

in Haywood forum

THE MODERATOR — Julia Buckner did a few things to shake 
the forum up and keep things lively, while also doing her due 
diligence to make sure the candidates proved they were 
ready to not only run a successful general election campaign, 
but also properly represent the 11th district in the House.

Forum continues on 10


