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We make a living by what we get, but we 

make a life by what we give.” - Winston Churchill“

BY KYLE PERROTTI
kperrotti@themountaineer.com

The 2019 election is over, the 

dust has settled, and now Maggie 

Valley will have a former alder-

man as a new mayor plus a hus-

band-wife duo serving as alder-

men.

The results rolled in about an 

hour after press time Tuesday 

night, meaning results weren’t 

yet available for print Wednes-

day.

In the mayoral race, alderman 

Mike Eveland beat fellow alder-

man and Mayor Pro Tem Janet 

Banks, 191-145, meaning Eveland 

won with about 56 percent of  the 

vote.

In an interview conducted just 

minutes after his win, Eveland 

first wanted to thank the retiring 

mayor for her service.

“Saralyn Price was the mayor 

before me, and I respect her and I 

wish her a lot of  luck and I thank 

her for her service,” he said. 

“She’s worked hard.”

He also had kind words for his 

opponent.

“To Janet Banks, I’ve worked 

with her for six years,” he said. 

“Most of  the time we’ve been on 

the same page. To me, she’s an 

outstanding lady and a great part 

of  the community.”

However, Eveland also said 

he’s ready to get back to doing 

the town’s business.

A new mayor 

in Maggie

Mike Eveland, Maggie Valley’s new 
mayor is shown at  The Mountaineer 
candidate forum held at the town 
hall prior to the election.

Mayor continues on 7

 
Cataloochee ski area 
reopens Saturday

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Cataloochee Ski Area has 

earned the reputation of  be-

ing one of  the earliest skiing 

areas in the region to open. 

This year, they were the very 

first on the entire east coast.

On Sunday, Nov. 3, Cata-

loochee opened for a day of  

skiing, but has been closed 

this week to make more snow 

and get the trails ready for 

the onslaught of  skiers ex-

pected Saturday when the 

area reopens for business.

Chris Bates, who has man-

aged at the ski area for the 

past 21 years, conceded that 

being the first to open has its 

merits, but said satisfying 

MORE INFORMATION

CATALOOCHEE OPEN/CLOSE DATES

2002-03: 11/29/02 – 03/09/03 — 96 days

2003-04: 11/28/03 – 03/07/04 — 91 days

2004-05: 12/04/04 – 03/20/05 — 90 days

2005-06: 11/17/05 – 04/01/06 — 122 days

2006-07: 11/04/06 – 03/27/07 — 126 days

2007-08: 11/07/07 – 03/30/08 — 130 days

2008-09: 10/28/08 – 03/22/09 — 126 days

2009-10: 11/27/09 – 04/11/10 — 117 days

2010-11: 11/06/10 – 03/06/11 — 101 days

2011-12: 11/12/11 – 03/18/12 — 110 days

2012-13: 10/31/12 – 03/30/13 —149 days

2013-14: 11/14/13 – 03/27/14 — 132 days

2014-15 11/2/14 – 03/22/15 — 141 days

2015-16: 11/15/15 – 03/26/16 — 115 days

2016-17: 11/21/16 – 3/25/17 — 108 days

2017-18: 11/20/17 – 3/31/18 — 128 days

2018-19: 11/11/18 – 3/31/19 — 137 days

READY — Cataloochee Ski Area Manager Chris 
Bates stands near a snow-making machine.

TRAIL MAP — Skiers can easily study a large 
map to decide which trails to use.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

Waynesville has a new mayor 

for only the seventh time in 82 

years. Gary Caldwell pulled out 

a decisive victory over Mayor 

Gavin Brown, with a spread of  

1,067 votes for Caldwell and 743 

for Brown.

For Caldwell, who served on 

the board as an alderman for 

24 years, stepping into the role 

of  mayor is a dream come true. 

When asked how he would feel 

getting sworn in come Decem-

ber, Caldwell said it is hard to 

put into words.

“It is going to be awesome,” 

Caldwell said, admitting he 

might tear up a little bit. “It will 

feel really, really great.”

It will be bittersweet for 

Brown to pass the torch to Cald-

well, but after serving side-by-

side with Caldwell for so many 

years, wishes him nothing but 

the best.

“I want him to be the best 

damn mayor Waynesville ever 

saw,” said Brown, who was 

mayor for 12 years. “Mayor can 

be a very heavy mantle to wear. 

Waynesville 

has a new 

mayor

STEPPING UP — Alderman Gary 
Caldwell is Waynesville’s new 
mayor. Historically the top-vote 
getter in the aldermen race for 
the past 24 years, Caldwell took a 
leap of faith by running for mayor 
this time around, beating out sitting 
mayor Gavin Brown.

BY LUKE WEIR

lweir@themountaineer.com

A Tennessee hunter is 

recovering from claw and 

bite injuries in the wake 

of  a bear attack, accord-

ing to eyewitness reports 

from fellow hunters.

Cat Miller was one of  

five people, plus seven 

dogs, who were bear hunt-

ing in the thick woods of  

Mt. Sterling, located in 

the northern part of  Hay-

wood County, at about 

11:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 2.

When the group saw 

on a GPS tracker that 

their dogs had gathered 

around a tree, Miller 

said she went with a 

12-year-old boy and an-

other hunter — who 

lives just across the state 

line in Cocke County, 

Tennessee, and whose 

name they declined to 

provide — to locate the 

dogs.

“When we got to the 

dogs, they still had the 

bear up the tree,” Miller 

said in a phone call.

The younger hunter 

took the first shots at 

the bear, followed by the 

Cocke County man, be-

fore the bear climbed 

halfway down the tree, 

then dropped to the for-

est floor on its haunches, 

Miller said.

“Your reaction — if  

you’re injured like that 

— your first reaction is to 

Eyewitness provides details on bear attack
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A black bear in the wild.Attack continues on 7

Waynesville continues on 8

Ski continues on 9
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