
STOP IN AND PLAY

WHEEL OF FURNITURE
YOU COULD WIN:

FREE Travel Pillow  |  60% off select Accessory  |  FREE Delivery

20% OFF Regular priced item  |  FREE Protection plan

80% OFF Select Accessory  |  FREE Accessory kit  |  Much More!

ARDEN SHOWROOM
100 Airport Road
Arden, NC 28704

828.681.5011

WAYNESVILLE SHOWROOM
121 Eagles Nest Road
Waynesville, NC 28786

828.454.9293

carolinafurnitureconcepts.com
120897 61
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The Mountaineer
Friday, July 12, 2019 www.themountaineer.com $1.00

©2018  The Mountaineer

Waynesville, NC • 828.452.0661

Find us on social media:

facebook.com/the.mountaineer.news

@themountaineernews

@mountaineerinfo

Words to Live By:

“The best preparation for tomorrow is doing 

your best today.” H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

The owners of  Creekwood Farm RV 

Park have planned a special concert to 

raise funds in memory of  Riley How-

ell, who died April 30 during a school 

shooting at UNC-Charlotte.

Howell tackled the shooter, saving 

countless lives while sacrificing his 

own.

Creekwood Farm RV Park Owners 

Larry Elliott and Gary Vorbeck de-

cided to organize a fund-raising event 

to benefit the efforts set up in Howell’s 

honor.

Shellem Cline, a Lenoir-based, 

award winning Christian country/

positive message artist will be debut-

ing a special song he wrote about How-

ell during the concert. A recording 

will be presented to Howell’s parents 

at the concert.

Elliott said the business feels a per-

sonal connection to Riley Howell as he 

spent the better part of  the day plant-

ing shrubs on the farm when he was 

working for a local nursery.

“He was someone you just gravi-

tated to,” Elliott said. “He had an amaz-

ing personality. We just felt connected 

to him and wanted to do something for 

him and the family. These shrubs will 

be here for ever. Our entire season has 

been dedicated to him.”

Saturday concert will benefit Riley Howell memorials

HEADLINER — Lenoir-based Christian artist Shellem Cline will perform at the 
Creekwood Farm RV Park as part of a tribute concert to Riley Howell, the Hay-
wood County native who tackled a gunman during the UNC-Charlotte shooting 
earlier this year and gave his life to save his classmates.

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

A Clyde home has likely been spared 

after a fire ripped through the garage.

Thanks to a quick response from 

firefighters, although the garage was 

consumed by the flames, it appeared 

the rest of  the home remained intact, 

albeit with some smoke damage.

Blaze destroys 

garage in Clyde

OVERHAUL — Firefighters were on the scene long after the fire was extinguished 
to overhaul the garage to ensure the fire wouldn’t spark back up and threaten other 
parts of the home.

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

This is the final story in a series 

about life in Haywood County in 1969.

From a proposed blue law to an un-

usual birth and a tragic death, to a 

milk war, there were plenty of  grip-

ping stories in Haywood County five 

decades ago.

Miracle baby
James and Glenda Messer, along 

with a community that was stricken 

by a tragedy, saw a miracle happen 

with the birth Jerry Lee Messer of  

Waynesville.

Glenda Messer was nine months 

pregnant when she became alarmed 

by a spate of  robberies on Dellwood 

Road, which was near her home. She 

asked her husband to buy a gun for 

protection, which he did.

The couple headed upstairs to bed, 

and Glenda Messer remembered 

the gun was left in the kitchen, The 

Haywood in 1969:
Sunday retail sales, a milk war and more

AT HOME — This 1969 photo shows Jerry Lee Messer on his mother’s lap after 
returning from the hospital where a bullet that struck in utero was eventually re-
moved from his head.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

The Waynesville town board elec-

tion got interesting this week with 

news that Mayor Gavin Brown would 

run for re-election against his long-

time friend and political ally Alder-

man Gary Caldwell.

While all eyes are on the mayor’s 

race, the rest of  the ballot isn’t ex-

actly a snoozer. Along with the mayor 

seat, all four aldermen seats on town 

board are up for election as well.

The town board has grappled with 

several controversial issues over the 

past four years, from the heated de-

bate over the Plott Creek apartment 

complex, the Green Hill Cemetery 

decoration purge, whether to allow 

dogs at festivals, and how much to 

trim back people’s yards along the 

street.

Candidate sign-up period began 

last Friday and runs through noon, 

Friday, July 19. Typically, candidates 

Fire continues on 7 1969 continues on 8

Concert continues on 8

Election 2019:
Who’s thrown in 

for Waynesville’s 

town board?

Election continues on 9

SMACK TALK: Competition heats 

up over the Battle of the Badges

Page 1B


