
A podiatrist is a health 
professional who specia-
lizes in the evaluation and 
treatment of foot-related 
illnesses and problems.

Consult a podiatrist if you 
think you have athlete’s 
foot, a plantar wart or an 
ingrown toenail; if your 
heel hurts; or if you’ve suf-
fered an injury (a sprain, for 

example). Your knees 
bother you, or you have 
lower-back pain? Your po-
diatrist can tell you if your 
posture or the way you 
walk is the cause, or 
whether uneven-length 
legs, high arches or so-
mething else is at the root 
of it all. To find out more, 
contact a local podiatrist.
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Words to Live By:

“Something that is loved is never lost.”

Toni Morrison

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Charges have been filed in the death 

of  Chloe Evans.

Nearly three weeks after the 

10-month-old’s death, a Haywood 

County grand jury indicted Dylan 

Brian Green, the baby’s mother’s boy-

friend, on one count of  felony child 

abuse causing serious bodily injury.

Specifically, the indictment noted 

that the injuries consisted of  “multi-

ple blunt force injuries of  varying ages 

and degrees to the child’s head, face, 

ears, chin, neck, torso, back, arms and 

legs.”

In addition, the indictment speci-

fied her injuries, which included “rib, 

leg, and arm fractures of  varying ages, 

bruises, abrasions, multiple recent 

skull fractures, internal bleeding of  the 

child’s brain and eyes, and the presence 
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During a special-called meeting Mon-

day, Shining Rock Classical Academy 

learned that enrollment numbers are 

even lower than expected, a reality that 

has put all school building plans on 

hold.

Board members were told 304 stu-

dents showed up on the first day of  

school, which was about 56 fewer than 

expected.

Due to the number of  students that 

left the school mid-year, the Shining 

Rock board had anticipated a lower 

enrollment, and budgeted for revenue 

from 360 students.

Since only 304 students have enrolled 

to date, the school’s revenue will be 

down considerably since public school 

budgets are based on the number of  

pupils enrolled by the 10th day of  the 

school year.

Based on budget numbers from this 
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It’s been seven months since a 

landslide buried a steep, winding 

road above Waynesville, but it’s still 

unclear whether fixing the unsta-

ble slope is feasible — and if  so, who 

should pay for it.

The slope first collapsed during 

heavy rains in January, bringing 

down trees, dirt, rocks and power 

lines. Crews diligently set about 

clearing the mess and righting the 

power poles, but it soon became clear 

the slope wasn’t done slipping yet. 

A second slide came the next day, 

bringing down more power lines and 

burning the road again.

“The second slide came down and 

took out the power lines again as 

Duke was working on them,” said Da-

vid Foster, Public Services Director.

Then a third slide a few days later. 

The series of  slides made Dogwood 

Trail impassable.

But clearing the road if  the slope 

was still sliding seemed like a fool’s 

errand. The town commissioned a 

geotechnical firm to come take a look 

and advise them what to do.

“They said ‘Our concern is the 
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This fall, a major change is in the 

works for the more than 14,000 Hay-

wood County residents receiving cov-

erage through Medicaid.

Medicaid Transformation, a pro-

cess set in motion by the N.C. Gen-

eral Assembly in 2015 with Session 

Law 2015-245, will switch the major-

ity of  the state’s Medicaid recipients 

from a system known as NC Medicaid 

Direct, a fee-for-service model, to a 

“Managed Care” program.

Under a fee-for-service program, 

the Department of  Health and Hu-

man Services reimburses health care 

providers for each of  the services 

they provide to Medicaid enrollees. 

That means the more procedures 

they perform, the more compensa-

tion they receive.

“Under Managed Care, instead of  

contracting directly with providers, 

the state contracts with insurance 

companies called Prepaid Health 

Plans (PHP),” said Teresa Allison, 

economic services director with Hay-

wood County DHHS.

The PHP insurance companies will 

cover each Medicaid enrollee for a set 

rate, no matter how many services 

they access in a given year.

The changeover from Medicaid Di-

rect to Managed Care is slated to be-

gin in October in the western coun-

ties. Beneficiaries will need to choose 

SRCA halts facility expansion

Shelby Harrell

SHINING ROCK — A hallway of classrooms in Building C at Shining Rock Classical 
Academy. The school currently has 304 students, and lower-than-expected enroll-
ment has been cited as a factor in the decision to abandon early plans for a new 
school building.
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Slippery slope: Landslide damage persists

LOOK OUT BELOW — Waynesville Public Works Director David Foster examines a landslide above Eagle’s Nest in Waynes-
ville. Initial attempts to clear it were suspended after it kept slipping, and it now poses a quandary over who’s responsible 
and whether it’s even worth fixing.
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SRCA continues on 8

Slide continues on 6 Medicaid continues on 9

Baby continues on 8

Law enforcement cruises to 

victory in Battle of the Badges
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