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BY KYLE PERROTTI
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Several people are be-

hind bars after a traffic 

stop led to a drug bust at 

a home in the Beaverdam 

area.

According to a press re-

lease sent out by the Hay-

wood County Sheriff ’s 

Office, detectives were 

working in the area of  

Beaverdam Road due to 

Beaverdam 

drug bust nets 

several arrests

BUSTED — From left to right: Haley Boyd, Thomas Gill and 
Michael Blake were arrested for trafficking drugs while 
living in the same home on Bluebird Hill Road in Canton.

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Just a day after about 

25 volunteers cleaned 

up trash along Waynes-

ville’s South Main Street, 

two of  the buildings 

where the cleanup oc-

curred were demolished.

A third, which was 

most recently operated 

as Smoky Mountain Bil-

liards, is also set for dem-

olition by D.H. Griffin 

Wrecking Co. Inc., out of  

Richmond, Virginia.

Supervisor Albert 

“Bubba” Bivins, Jr., pre-

dicted the demolition 

work would be wrapped up 

by the end of  next week.

Ironically, about 25 vol-

unteers spent Wednesday, 

March 25, cleaning up 

trash near the abandoned 

buildings and wondered 

whether their cleanup ef-

forts could have sparked a 

renewed awareness of  the 

eyesore caused by the di-

lapidated buildings where 

Out with old, when with new?

Vicki Hyatt

A NEW LOOK — Abandoned buildings along South Main 
Street in Waynesville that have long been branded an 
eyesore are in the process of being torn down.

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

This is the second in a 

series about the Frog Level 

district in Waynesville.

While several business 

owners in Frog Level re-

port the problems with lit-

tering and loitering many 

have associated with The 

Open Door seemed to have 

diminished in the past 

year, others argue the is-

sue hasn’t gone away.

Many in the community 

attributed the police calls 

in Frog Level to a growing 

homeless population, but 

Laura Shepherd, director 

of  The Open Door’s food 

operations, contends that 

wasn’t the case.

“The majority of  

people we served here 

weren’t homeless,” Shep-

herd said, estimating that 

population was just .7% 

of  those served. Most of  

those who hung out at the 

ministry were seeking ca-

maraderie and were born 

and raised in Haywood, 

she said.

“We haven’t shut down 

one day. Just because they 

are not here physically 

doesn’t mean they aren’t 

moving further on down 

to Walmart,” she said. 

“They will be here until 

we address the root cause, 

which is mental health is-

sues.”

Feeding the hungry

10,000 

pounds of 

food a month 

moves 

through The 

Open Door’s 

kitchen
THRIFT STORE —  Su-
san Dolci, Second Bless-
ings’ Thrift Store manager, 
is shown in The Treasure 
Room, where lower-priced 
items can be found.

Feeding continues on 10A

Drug Bust continues on 10A

New continues on 9A

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

A group of  Waynes-

ville residents who 

started out complaining 

about the homeless and 

itinerant population in 

Haywood — and all the 

trash left behind — de-

cided to take practical 

steps to solve the prob-

lem.

For the past several 

weeks, a group that has 

dubbed itself  Saving 

Haywood, has been on a 

mission to clean up trash 

in the community.

Two weeks ago, volun-

teers cleaned up trash-

strewn areas in Frog 

Level, along Sulphur 

Springs road, including 

the remnants of  a former 

homeless camp where 

campers had moved on, 

and West Waynesville in 

front of  Wal-Mart.

Last week, the focus 

was along South Main 

Street, where those with-

out a permanent place to 

stay had intermittently 

camped out in vacant 

buildings in the area, 

or lingered in the area 

where nearby services 

are offered.

While a half-dozen 

or so pitched in during 

the initial cleanup ef-

forts, the number had 

grown four-fold for the 

March 24 pickup on 

South Main.Peggy Han-

nah, who is spearhead-

ing the effort, said many 

volunteers heard about 

the Wednesday effort 

through publicity on the 

Saving Haywood Face-

book page, which is a pri-

vate group.

Among those help-

ing clean up Wednesday 

were Waynesville Mayor 

Gary Caldwell, Alder-

man Jon Feichter and Al-

derman Chuck Dickson.

Brothers Cecil and 

Chad Brown also pitched 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE — A group of Waynesville residents gathered along South Main Street on March 24 
in an attempt to clean up one of the eyesore areas in town.

Volunteers start with trash; commit to 
cleaning up Waynesville’s eyesores

Vicki Hyatt

SECURING BUILDING — Cecil Brown boards up a door 
to one of the vacant buildings on South Main Street 
during the Wednesday cleanup. The building was de-
molished the following day.

Saving continues on 8A

Saving Haywood


