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Words to Live By:

“We have lived our lives by the assumption that what 

was good for us would be good for the world. We have 

been wrong.” Wendell Berry

MEMORIAL 

DAY SALE
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120818 61
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Memorial Day weekend is the worst 

time to have to shut down a business, 

and yet, for Firefly Taps and Grill in 

Waynesville, things could have been 

much worse.

Business owner Julie Katt said the 

fire began in the compressor that 

cools the walk-in refrigerator. While 

she is happy no one was hurt and it 

was taken care of  quickly, shutting 

down on one of  the busiest weekends 

of  the year is a bummer.

“Winter is really, really bad here, so 

Memorial Day weekend would have 

put a dent in that,” she said.

However, Katt was also quick to say 

that things could have easily been a 

lot worse. Because of  her employees’ 

quick actions, the damage was mini-

mal.

“My chef  is very good and we had 

a very experienced line cook on that 

morning,” she said. “They worked to-

gether to do everything they had to 

do.”

Waynesville Fire Chief  Joey Webb 

agreed.

“Them reacting quickly with a 

good response made a significant dif-

ference in this situation,” he said.

Another big difference maker was 

the fact that the ceiling tiles in the 

building have been painted with a 

flame-retardant coating for the last 

decade-plus. That, plus the lack of  ox-

ygen in the small space, didn’t allow 

the fire to spread.

“It’s the stuff  they use on the bot-

tom of  space shuttles,” Katt said.

“When [firefighters] arrived, there 

was just smoke,” Webb said, adding 

that the apartments above the restau-

rant were spared any damage. “That 

might have been a different case had 

the fire been at night and gone unde-

tected.”

Webb and Katt also both applauded 

building owner Jonnie Cure, who 

had the structure up to the current 

fire code. Webb added that the entire 

downtown area is nowhere near as 

vulnerable to fire as it has been in the 

past.

“The good thing is, a lot of  the 

older buildings have been remod-

eled because we have a good down-

town area,” Webb said. “A lot of  the 

buildings up and down there have 

been brought up to code. The damage 

Paint saves the day at Firefly Taps and Grill
Flame retardant paint and a few quick 

reactions saved the restaurant from fire

Kyle Perrotti

SERVICE MASTER — Workers from Service Master have been putting in some seri-
ous hours cleaning Firefly top to bottom following a Memorial Day weekend fire.
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Darren Wade’s gaze was stead-

fast beneath the brim of  his ball 

cap, locked on thin wire clenched be-

tween his grease-stained fingers as 

he prodded for the narrow opening.

“Can you see it?” he asked his son-

in-law Eric Smith, assigned the tough 

task of  fishing the wire through the 

other side of  the tractor engine.

It was a fine how-do-you-do, to have 

a tractor disassembled on the eve of  

the year’s biggest tractor show.

There was cut hay in the field wait-

ing to be put up, a four-month-old 

baby bouncing on momma’s knee 

nearby, and the usual list of  farm 

chores to tend to. But there was noth-

ing they’d rather be doing than strad-

dling one of  their prized antique 

tractors with a heap of  tools splayed 

at their feet.

“You just keep tinkering and fig-

uring,” Darren said. “If  it works, 

it works. There’s no electronics, no 

computers — it’s just basic mechan-

ics.”

Restoring old tractors is a family 

FAMILY AFFAIR — Restoring old tractors is a passion for the Wade family, who 
have more than two dozen antique tractors on their farm in Crabtree. Pictured from 
left are Grandpa Ben Wade, Courtney, Eric and Hutson Smith, and Courtney’s par-
ents Darren and Karen Wade.

For this family, there’s no such thing.

Too many tractors? 

In memory of  

Riley Howell, 

the Riley How-

ell Foundation 

Fund has been 

established at 

The Community 

Foundation of  

Western North 

Carolina (CF-

WNC) with the 

intent of  support-

ing families af-

fected by gun vi-

olence.

Initial advisory board members 

will be Natalie Henry-Howell, Riley’s 

mother; Scott Pritchard, his uncle; 

Kevin Westmoreland, the father of  Ri-

ley’s longtime girlfriend Lauren; and 

friend of  the family Rachel Feichter.

On April 30, 2019, Riley was in class 

at UNC Charlotte. Seven minutes in, 

shots rang out and in a split-second 

decision, he chose to try and disarm 

the shooter.

In the service of  protecting others, 

Riley was killed. Riley was posthu-

mously awarded the Civilian Medal of  

Valor from the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 

A light in 

the dark
Riley Howell Foundation 

formed to help families 

hurt by gun violence

Riley Howell

Fire continues on 7

Tractors continues on 8
Foundation continues on 9

JUST DANCE: Kentley Nelson signs 

on with ETSU Dance team
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