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The town of  Waynesville will cut 

its budget next year, not necessarily 

because it has to, but because it can.

The town’s general budget will be 

$300,000 smaller next year, a spending 

reduction of  about 2 percent.

A couple lucky breaks are partly to 

thank for the smaller budget, but the 

savings are mostly due to calculated 

moves over the past few years that 

are now paying off.

The savings are equivalent to about 

3 cents on the property tax rate, but 

town leaders don’t plan to cut taxes 

— it will stay at 49.5 cents per $100 of  

property value.

So what’s the town doing with the 

money it plans to save? The answer 

lies in what it won’t do.

Waynesville has been dipping into 

reserves to balance the budget in re-

cent years, seen as a stop-gap mea-

sure that couldn’t last forever.

“We are weaning ourselves off  us-

ing fund balance,” said Waynesville 

Town Manager Rob Hites.

Waynesville’s fund balance was 

once above average for a town its 

size, but it’s now in line with where 

it should be and shouldn’t go much 

lower.

“We’re going to have to keep an 

eye on our fund balance,” said Eddie 

Caldwell, the town’s recently retired 

finance director who served in a con-

sultant capacity during the budget 

process.

While property taxes will stay the 

same, there will be a 10 percent hike 

in sewer rates — about $4 a month on 

the average monthly sewer bill — to 

begin paying for a $17 million rebuild 

of  the sewer plant.

Expect more incremental sewer 

rate increases over coming years to 

cover the costly sewer plant, Hites 

said.

Town officials summed up the bud-

get as a “maintenance of  service” 

budget.

“There’s not a lot of  capital, not a 

lot of  personnel increases, not a lot of  

new initiatives. We are basically just 

maintaining our services,” said Dean 

Trader, interim finance director.

New costs
Despite an overall budget reduc-

tion, the town didn’t escape the bud-

get season unscathed. Waynesville’s 

budget is taking a hit in some areas, 

eating up what would have otherwise 

been even bigger savings.

Most notably, the town will see a 

$460,000 increase in health insurance 

costs for its nearly 200 full-time em-

ployees. This is largely due to a huge 

spike in health care claims by em-

ployees, which nearly doubled over 

the past year. When claims spike, in-

surance companies counter by rais-

ing rates.

Mayor Gavin Brown said it couldn’t 

A podiatrist is a health 
professional who specia-
lizes in the evaluation and 
treatment of foot-related 
illnesses and problems.

Consult a podiatrist if you 
think you have athlete’s 
foot, a plantar wart or an 
ingrown toenail; if your 
heel hurts; or if you’ve suf-
fered an injury (a sprain, for 

example). Your knees 
bother you, or you have 
lower-back pain? Your po-
diatrist can tell you if your 
posture or the way you 
walk is the cause, or 
whether uneven-length 
legs, high arches or so-
mething else is at the root 
of it all. To find out more, 
contact a local podiatrist.

• ADVICE FROM YOUR •

PODIATRIST

289 ACCESS ROAD, WAYNESVILLE

Phone: 828-452-4343 Fax: 828-452-1477

www.smokymountainfootclinic.com
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Words to Live By:

“Love is so short and forgetting is so long.”

Pablo Neruda
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Last weekend, WNC artists raced 

the clock, donated their art and time 

to help keep the art profession alive.

The 2019 QuickDraw held last week-

end at Laurel Ridge Country Cub net-

ted more than $21,000 in funds that 

will be used to provide much-needed 

supplies for art programs in the Hay-

wood County Schools.

The evening was high-energy with 

guests enjoying live art, music, fin-

ger foods, auctions and seated tables 

with floral arrangements expertly de-

signed by Cole Smathers of  Colonial 

Florist.

Now in its 18th year, QuickDraw 

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Former Waynesville investment 

adviser Brandon Anderson has dealt 

with multiple civil suits, property 

liens and even a personal bankruptcy 

over the last several years.

But now, bigger ramifications for 

Anderson’s allegedly unethical and 

illegal practices have manifested. 

Although he is not currently facing 

criminal charges for fraud, Ander-

son has been penalized in the form of  

sanctions and a cease and desist let-

Adviser 

faces stiff 

penalties

Brandon Anderson

Waynesville dials in to cut budget for coming year

SLICING AND DICING — The Waynesville town board held a marathon budget work-
shop last Thursday. The town has a budget of $31 million — with $15 million in its 
general operating budget and $16 million in its water, sewer and electric utility bud-
gets.

Budget continues on 7

Anderson continues on 8

QuickDraw 2019 nets $21k for art in Haywood County schools

Shelby Harrell

QUICKDRAW — Joyce Schlapkohl is pictured creating an oil painting during the 2019 QuickDraw event last Saturday.

Painting for a cause

QuickDraw continues on 9

Pisgah’s Terran Brown 

signs with WCU Football
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