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BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

Valentine’s Day will be-

gin like any other for Joe 

Colletti. He’ll wake Joy 

up around 8 o’clock, get 

her out of  bed, tug on her 

robe and help her shuf-

fle to the kitchen table, 

where he’ll make her the 

first of  many cups of  cof-

fee for the day.

“She’s a coffee nut. 

Whenever we’re in the 

hospital, I tell the nurses, 

‘You want to keep her 

happy? Bring her coffee,’” 

Joe said.

Next, he’ll get his pa-

per and pen for the morn-

ing ritual of  the day’s 

to-do list. It doesn’t take 

much to keep up the cou-

ple’s two-bedroom condo 

in Clyde, but he bites off  

a little each day so the 

housework doesn’t pile 

up. The kitchen floors on 

Monday, dusting on Tues-

day, laundry on Wednes-

days.

After 59 years of  mar-

riage, Joe doesn’t need 

to buy Joy a Valentine’s 

card to show her how 

much he loves her. Their 

vanity license plate that 

reads “Jo-Joy” has that 

covered.

As for flowers? The 

bouquet he bought from 

the grocery store last 

week is still looking fresh 

as ever and should do the 

trick. Although Joy’s vi-

sion has been taken by 

macular degeneration, 

she can still make out the 

colors, and most impor-

tantly, she knows they’re 

there.

“She was feeling low, so 

I felt like it would pick up 

her spirits a little bit. I do 

that whenever I feel like 

she’s getting a little de-

pressed,” Joe said.

He’ll no doubt cook Joy 

a nice Valentine’s dinner, 

but he does that every day 

anyway — his payback 

for the decades of  cook-

ing Joy did for him.

“Joy was a fantas-

tic cooker. When she 

started to lose her eye-

sight, I figured I was go-

ing to starve,” Joe said. 

“So I brought her into 

the kitchen one day and 

put her a stool and said 

‘Joy, you’re going to 

start teaching me how to 

cook.’”

For the past 13 years, 

Joe, 89, has been caring 

for Joy, 93, like royalty 

— through her failing 

health, her loss of  vision, 

her revolving door of  sur-

geries, her onset of  de-

mentia.

“I would never get rid 

of  him. He is awfully 

good to me,” Joy said.

The daily routine of  

bathing and dressing, 

cooking and cleaning, 

putting in her hearing 

aids and dentures, keep-

ing up with doctor’s ap-

pointments and weekly 

beauty parlor visits, have 

become second nature for 

Joe.

“I just put my big boy 

pants on and go on,” said 

Joe, in his thick Italian 

Bronx accent. “If  she 

‘Til death  

do us part

SIMPLE PLEASURES — Joe Colletti helps his wife, Joy, 
whose vision has failed, find the cup of coffee he places 
in front of her. After 59 years of marriage, every day is 
Valentine’s Day.?

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

As the 11th Congressio-

nal District primary elec-

tions heat up, suspicions lin-

ger about the way outgoing 

Rep. Mark Meadows has con-

ducted himself  and just how 

much he has put his thumb 

on the scale for candidate 

Lynda Bennett.

The race was shaken up 

when, with one day left to 

file, Meadows announced he 

would not run again in 2020, a 

move that brought 12 Repub-

lican candidates out of  the 

woodwork to file.

However, one candidate — 

Bennett — seemed more pre-

pared than the others to jump 

into the race, leaving ques-

tions regarding her knowl-

edge of  Meadows’ decision 

ahead of  his announcement.

Now, Bennett has gained 

endorsements from Mead-

ows and fellow House Free-

dom Caucus Chairman Jim 

Jordan, as well as prominent 

national conservative groups. 

While the validity of  Mead-

ows’ endorsement wasn’t ini-

tially clear, in an interview 

with The Mountaineer, Mead-

ows firmly stated he is en-

dorsing Bennett.

“I’ve known Lynda for a 

long time, and endorsing her 

Kyle Perrotti

UNSTAFFED — This sign is 
posted on the door to Rep. 
Meadows’ district office in 
the Haywood County Justice 
Center. Although it used to be 
staffed Monday through Friday, 
it is currently not operational.

Jim Davis

Wayne King

Lynda Bennett

U.S.  

Silence continues on 7

Valentine’s continues on 8

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

When voters head to 

the polls to weigh in on 

the March 3 Primary 

Election, they will be us-

ing paper ballots and a 

pencil to fill in the oval 

next to the candidates of  

their choice.

It will be a significant 

change from the touch-

screen voting machines 

Haywood vot-

ers have used 

for the past 

14 years. 

These ma-

c h i n e s 

create a 

paper re-

cord of  

votes cast in 

each precinct, 

but doesn’t provide 

the paper ballot trail 

state legislators 

d e t e r m i n e d 

was needed 

to provide 

the level of  

s e c u r i t y 

needed.

“We did 

things effi-

ciently for a 

great number 

of  elections without 

problems,” County Elec-

tions Director Robert In-

man said of  the previous 

system. “This will be a 

totally different voting 

experience for people.”

The N.C. General 

Assembly gave coun-

ties until December 

2019 to convert to pa-

per ballots. Replacing 

Back to paper at the voting booth

Voting continues on 9

Every day is Valentine’s


