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Whenever you do a thing, act as if all the 

world were watching.” - Thomas Jefferson“

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Those seeking certain 

public offices in North Car-

olina have until Dec. 20 to 

sign the paperwork to serve 

as legislators, judges, com-

missioners or as higher 

state and federal officials.

The filing period 

opened at noon Dec. 2, and 

will end exactly at noon 

Dec. 20, said Robbie Inman, 

the director of  the Haywood 

County Board of  Elections.

To get listed on the ballot 

for the March 3 primary elec-

tion, candidates must fill out 

a candidate form, pay a filing 

fee and complete campaign 

finance paperwork if  they 

intend to spend more than 

$1,000 on their campaign.

T h e filing fee 

for state legislative candi-

dates is $140, while county 

commissioner candidates 

pay $133. District Court 

judges pay $1,220, while Su-

perior Court judges pay 

$1,386 to file.

Late Monday, a Superior 

Court ruling in Wake County 

approved the Congressional 

district maps drawn by the 

N.C. Legislature, meaning 

that candidates for U.S. Con-

gress could also begin filing 

for office, something that was 

up in the air before the court 

ruling, Inman said.

Those seeking spots on 

sanitary districts, soil con-

servation districts and 

school boards will file for of-

fice later in the year.

Presnell won’t seek reelection, 

gives nod to Commissioner Pless
BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Michele Presnell will 

not seek to represent the 

118th district in the N.C. 

General Assembly and 

has already endorsed a Re-

publican Haywood County 

Commissioner to take her 

spot. The district includes 

Haywood, Yancey and 

Madison counties.

Presnell made the an-

nouncement publicly on Face-

book Monday morning and 

again on her legislative up-

date sent out to constituents.

“By the end of  2020 I will 

have served eight years 

driving to Raleigh early 

Monday morning and re-

turning late Thursday 

evening while in session,” 
MLewis

Rep. Michele PresnellPresnell continues on 10

BY LUKE WEIR

lweir@themountaineer.com

Marching merriment 

through the streets of  

downtown is the annual 

Canton Christmas Pa-

rade, starting at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 5.

“No place like Home 

for Christmas” is the pa-

rade’s theme, and this 

year’s grand marshal 

is Richard Reeves, the 

Canton-born firewood 

minister, volunteer, for-

mer Central Haywood 

High School Principal, 

Vietnam veteran and 

originator of  the “Have 

You Hugged Your Kids 

today?” sign on U.S. 23 

Business.

“Canton was a won-

derful town back when 

I was growing up, and 

it still is,” Reeves said. 

“I’ve been blessed all my 

life, and this is an honor 

for me to be chosen as 

grand marshal.”

Reeves has served food 

to the elderly as a Meals 

on Wheels volunteer 

for 13 years. He started 

a ministry program to 

keep families warm, de-

livering wood around 

Haywood County every 

day, except Sundays, 

since his retirement.

“I retired in 2005 and 

Canton Christmas 

Parade is Thursday

Reeves is parade 

Grand Marshal

Killillay Photography

A festive tree lit in downtown Canton during the 2018 
Christmas parade.

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Three Republican com-

missioner candidates were 

among the first to throw 

their hats in the ring when 

the filing period opened at 

noon Monday.

Incumbents Kevin En-

sley and Brandon Rogers, 

who serve as the Haywood 

County Commission chair-

man and vice-chairman, 

Republicans will have a commissioner primary

Vicki Hyatt

From left are Republican candidates Jennifer Best, Kevin 
Ensley and Brandon Rogers. There are two seats in play this 
election — ones held by Ensley and Rogers.Primary continues on 11

Parade continues on 10

BY LUKE WEIR

lweir@themountaineer.com

Three Haywood 

County mothers have 

rallied community sup-

port to help package 

11,000 meals for local 

school children strug-

gling with food insecu-

rity.

Morgan Fields said 

she came together with 

Kellie Burgess and Bri-

ana Kaufman to com-

bat hunger at Haywood 

County Schools, after re-

alizing their children all 

came home from school 

with stories about the 

needs of  their class-

mates.

“There are a lot of  

kids who are underpriv-

ileged, and in a lot of  

ways — food included,” 

Fields said. “We were 

just hoping that we 

Generosity Feeds to 

package 11,000 meals for 

local students

image courtesy Generosity Feeds

Meals will be packaged by Generosity Feeds into pack-
ets that provide two meals’ worth of food and can be 
discretely slipped into students’ backpacks to take 
home, ensuring they have access to food outside of 
school hours.

Meals continues on 10

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Three Republicans, in-

cluding two Haywood 

County residents, have filed 

to run for the district court 

seat soon to be vacated by 

Judge Richard Walker.

While it is expected that 

Democrat Justin Greene 

will also run for the seat, 

it isn’t known whether 

any other Democrats will 

file. However, the Republi-

can primary isn’t looking 

like it’ll be quite that sim-

ple. Running for the office 

are Kaleb Wingate and Jim 

Moore of  Haywood County 

and Rich Cassady from Ma-

con County.

Two Haywood attorneys file for judicial primary

Rich CassadyJudicial continues on 8

Christmas Happenings in 
Haywood County
Christmas Happenings in 
Haywood County - 6A & 7A


