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Words to Live By:

“It is only to the happy that tears are a luxury.”

Thomas Moore

APPLY ONLINE NOW!  Visit 2020census.gov/jobs
2020 Census jobs provide: great pay, flexible hours, weekly pay,

and even paid training. Apply today!

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

A fire that broke out Tuesday morn-

ing off  Tracy Lane in the Stamey Cove 

area left a home completely destroyed.

Firefighters and EMS got the call to 

respond to the fire at about 9:15 a.m. 

The call drew support from Center Pi-

geon, Canton, Cruso, North Canton, 

Clyde and Waynesville Fire Depart-

ments, as well as the Haywood County 

Sheriff ’s Office, EMS and the Rescue 

Squad.

Center Pigeon Fire Chief  Johnny 

Pless said by the time they arrived on 

Up in smoke:

Kyle Perrotti

FULLY INVOLVED — By the time firefighters arrived, not much of the home was left standing, meaning most of the morning 
was spent overhauling the structure with hoses and checking for hot spots.

BY VICKI HYATT
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The Lake Logan-Cecil Volunteer 

Fire Department will be holding its 

annual meeting at 7 p.m. Friday at 

the fire station where the annual bud-

get will be voted on, but no election is 

slated.

The department has a seven-mem-

ber governing board — three firefight-

ers and three community members. A 

seventh board member, the fire chief, 

is chosen by the elected board.

The by-laws of  the district stipu-

late two board members for the dis-

trict will be elected each year, but 

Fire Chief  Chad Plemmons said that 

wouldn’t be happening Friday.

“None are up for election this year,” 

he said. “We do have staggered terms, 

but got off  schedule because a cou-

ple passed away and some got off  the 

board.”

The current district officers in-

clude Ray Chambers, president; Gary 

Small, secretary and Jeff  Rathbone. 

All fill the three firemen board seats. 

Non firemen members include Josh 

Sorrells, Tommy Clark and Walter 

Lee.

While Plemmons did not have the 

exact amount of  the proposed budget, 

he said it will be in the same range 

as last year — between $130,000 and 

$140,000. Those within the district 

are assessed $.10 per $100 of  property 

value (the highest rate allowable) to 

support the fire district.

The district also raises funds by 

purchasing used military surplus ve-

hicles, fixing them up for use for two 

years and then selling them, Plem-

mons said.

The department would like to re-

place its medical truck used for first 

responder calls in the coming year, 

Plemmons said.

A declining number of  volunteers 

Lake Logan-

Cecil FD to 

set budget

Vicki Hyatt

TRUCKS — These are some of the Lake 
Logan-Cecil Volunteer Fire Department 
trucks as shown inside the fire depart-
ment.

Fire destroys home on Stamey Cove
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CLYDE — Dean and Loreli Garnes 

have been searching for answers 

about the standing water in their 

front yard that’s persisted for a year 

now.

Their efforts became urgent this 

month after learning the water con-

tained raw sewage.

Junaluska Sanitary District pro-

vides both water and sewer services 

in the Oak Park neighborhood off  of  

Old Clyde Road where the Garneses 

live. The sanitary district was first 

called about a year ago when large 

amounts of  water began pooling on 

their property.

Loreli Garnes said a technician 

with the sanitary district told her 

a meter test showed no presence of  

chlorine or fluoride (which would 

have indicated treated water from 

a municipal source) and that it was 

now coming from the household 

Clyde couple seeks answers in sewer mystery

Vicki Hyatt

CONTAMINATION — Dean and Loreli 
Garnes stand on their front sidewalk in 
the Oak Park subdivision of Clyde where 
they have learned they have sewer 
contamination. They are served by Ju-
naluska Sanitary District.

No elections to be 

held this year for 

rural department

Fire continues on 7

Budget continues on 8

Sewage continues on 9

Ole Smoky Antique Tractor & Engine 

Association to host Spring Farm Fest
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