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BY KATHY N. ROSS

Haywood County’s 

Board of  Education 

waived its rules Mon-

day night to name Can-

ton Middle School’s “big 

gym” after Steve Led-

ford, a beloved coach and 

teacher who died Sept. 2.

Normally such an ac-

tion would require a 

three-year wait from 

the time an individu-

al’s service to the school 

had ended. But upon the 

recommendation of  its 

building and grounds 

committee, and following 

a request by Canton Mid-

dle School Principal Ca-

sey Kruk, the board voted 

to waive the delay before 

voting to name the build-

ing the Steve Ledford 

Gymnasium.

Ledford fell from a vol-

leyball referee stand Sept. 

2 and suffered a severe 

head injury, dying at Mis-

sion Hospital’s Memorial 

campus later that night. 

The physical education 

teacher had served as 

Canton Middle School’s 

athletic director and head 

coach of  the basketball 

team and had worked at 

the school for 18 years. 

Between 700 and 800 peo-

ple attended his memo-

rial service, and the video 

of  that service garnered 

2,500 views in its first 24 

hours online.

In addition to his ser-

vice at the school, Led-

ford organized Moun-

tain Sports Baseball, a 

travel baseball organi-

zation, with the aim of  

making travel ball free to 

youths. He hosted tour-

naments to support his 

teams, which meant that 

Canton gym to be named for Steve Ledford

Mikell Clark-Webb

Steve Ledford, far right, is pictured with his 2017 conference champion Canton Middle 
School basketball team.Gym continues on 9A

BY RACHEL MOORE
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One month a year, the 

Fines Creek Community 

Center basement trans-

forms into something sin-

ister: a haunted school. 

The basement, located in 

the old Fines Creek High 

School, is arranged as 

a maze, taking visitors 

through 17 fright-filled 

rooms, complete with 

creepy clowns, bloody 

butchers and dreadful 

doctors.

Started in 2017 by John 

Haynes, the Haunted 

School supports the Fines 

Creek Community Cen-

ter scholarships that are 

awarded each year to one 

or two graduating high 

school seniors who live in 

the Fines Creek commu-

nity.

“I’m just trying to re-

turn the favor to the com-

munity,” Haynes said.

For Haynes, the 

Haunted School isn’t just 

a fun event. He was a stu-

dent at Fines Creek Ele-

mentary School before it 

was decommissioned in 

1995, and he was later one 

of  the scholarship recipi-

ents.

Haynes became a Fines 

Creek Community As-

sociation board member 

in 2016 at the encourage-

ment of  his cousin, who 

is also on the board. He 

started thinking about 

the Halloween carni-

val and Haunted School 

events the community 

center used to do in the 

late 1990s and early 2000s, 

which he remembers 

fondly.

“I wanted to bring back 

the old program,” he 

said. “I’m trying to grow 

it bigger and better every 

year.”

The Haunted School 

started small. In the first 

Enter if you dare

Haunted School 

supports Fines 

Creek Community 

Center

Rachel Moore

The Haunted School is in the Fines Creek Community 
Center basement; visitors enter through the black tent.

Haunted continues on 9A

BY SILAS ALBRIGHT

salbright@themountaineer.com

As if  Haywood Coun-

ty’s historic high school 

football rivalry needed 

any added drama, this 

year’s matchup features 

important conference 

and state playoff  impli-

cations for the first time 

since 2016, the last time 

Pisgah and Tuscola 

were in the same confer-

ence.

And coming off  a 

year that forced the Big 

Game to have limited 

fans, the community is 

excited to return to full 

capacity.

“It’s going to feel really 

good to have a full-scale 

Pisgah-Tuscola game 

Big Game 

continues on 8A


