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BY VICKI HYATT
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In a Sunday board re-

treat primarily designed 

to beef  up the school’s 

sagging transparency 

policies, the attorney re-

tained by Shining Rock 

Classical Academy had 

no answer for the largest 

issue facing the public 

charter school.

When asked repeatedly 

how the board would be 

able to talk about any up-

coming school building 

project without breach-

ing the confidentiality 

requested by the supply/

design builders, Raleigh 

attorney David Hostetler 

advised postponing dis-

cussion until the time 

comes.

That very issue arose 

last month after The 

Mountaineer learned of  

documents filed with the 

Waynesville development 

services office showing 

plans for a multi-story 

school on 16 acres.

Documents later re-

leased showed two sce-

narios were under con-

sideration — a $13.4 

million project for a 45,000 

square-foot building and 

a $17.7 million project for 

a 65,000 square-foot build-

ing.

None of  the project de-

tails had been discussed 

at public meetings, how-

ever, prompting The 

Mountaineer to contact 

legal counsel and allege 

the Shining Rock board 

violated the North Car-

olina open meeting and 

public record laws.

Josh Morgan, Shining 

Rock’s school director, 

and Board Chairwoman 

Michelle Haynes, later 

met with media repre-

sentatives to release the 

building plans that were 

discussed in close ses-

sion and vowed to become 

a model school when it 

came to transparency. 

However, large sec-

tions of  the documents 

pertaining to estimated 

construction costs, fi-

nancing fees and develop-

ment fees were redacted.

State public record and 

open meeting laws allow 

property acquisition dis-

cussions to be held in a 

closed meeting, but doc-

uments and meetings re-

lated to planning and con-

struction costs don’t fall 

under that exception.

“Our single greatest 

challenge moving for-

ward is balancing sensi-

tive negotiations for prop-

erty with transparency 

and public trust,” Mor-

gan said in a later inter-

view. “When we resume 

Shining Rock attorney mum on building project question
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BY SANDRA BARNES

Special to The Mountaineer

Clyde resident Nancy 

Schwark spends many hours 

in the fiber art studio of  the 

home where she has lived with 

her husband, Doug, for the 

past 20 years.

The hooked rugs Schwark 

makes add bright accents to 

her home décor while bringing 

her creative satisfaction.

One of  her latest creations 

also brought a big surprise to 

Schwark in the form of  a Best 

in Show award she received in 

a juried competition at the Off  

the Ocean Rug Camp in Jack-

sonville, Florida earlier this 

year.

A photo of  her colorful, 

prize-winning work titled, “Au-

tumn Sun,” is on the cover of  

a recently published edition 

of  “Celebration” magazine, 

which features rugs that gar-

nered this year’s awards.

The intricate design 

Schwark chose for “Autumn 

Sun” is based on art by David 

Galchutt who allows some of  

his work to be used by fiber 

artists.

AT WORK — Nancy Schwark works in 
her fiber art studio at her home in Clyde.

TOP RUG — Clyde resident 
Nancy Schwark won a Best of 
Show award for this hooked 
rug titled, “Autumn Sun.”

PRIZE-

WINNING 

FIBER 

ARTIST
hopes to revive the traditional 
art of rug hooking

Fiber continues on 6

BY KYLE PERROTTI
kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Almost two weeks ago, 

Jim Davis announced he 

will not seek another 

term as a North Caro-

lina state senator. More 

specifically, after a cou-

ple decades of  public 

service, he has decided 

to retire entirely.

After serving as a 

Macon County commis-

sioner, Davis was elected 

to the state senate in 

2010, where he will fin-

ish out his fifth and final 

term next year.

Davis said in a press 

release that he was hon-

ored to have worked on 

some things he consid-

ered to be in the best in-

terest of  not only the 

state, but Western North 

Carolina in particular.

“I felt a strong bur-

den to address the fis-

cal problems of  the state 

(especially the under-

funded pension and re-

tiree health insurance 

obligations), while ap-

propriately funding the 

legitimate functions of  

government,” he said in 

a press release. “In addi-

tion to these, I am proud 

to have played a part in 

groundbreaking legis-

lation to aid in address-

ing our devastating drug 

abuse epidemic.”

Attorney General Josh 

Stein has worked with 

Davis in Raleigh in a 

unique way to combat the 

opioid crisis.

“Since my time as a fel-

low senator, I’ve always 

respected Sen. Jim Davis 

as a man of  principle and 

enjoyed his company,” 

Stein said in an email. 

“As Attorney General, 

it has been a privilege 

for me to partner with 

him to combat the opioid 

Friends weigh in as 

Sen. Davis announces 

his pending retirement

Jim Davis, R-Franklin
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BY KYLE PERROTTI
kperrotti@themountaineer.com

As Jim Davis prepares 

to wrap up his fifth and 

final term in the Senate, 

two Republicans have al-

ready stepped in to run 

for his seat.

Those Republicans 

who are slated to face off  

in the 2020 primary will 

be Rep. Kevin Corbin, 

who is currently in his 

second term in the state 

House and newcomer Dr. 

Sarah Conway, a diagnos-

tic radiologist.

Corbin said he initially 

wasn’t that keen on mov-

ing from the House to 

the Senate when Davis 

brought the idea up about 

a year ago.

“I’m good. I’m where I 

need to be. I’m able to get 

a lot of  stuff  done,” he 

said.

The reason Corbin ini-

tially wanted to stay in 

the House is because of  

how quickly he’s risen 

through the ranks. Al-

though he only got elected 

in Nov. 2016, he has since 

become a deputy whip 

and No. 7 out of  120 mem-

bers in the pecking order. 

In addition, he has made 

his way into several com-

mittees and currently 

chairs the insurance and 

state and local govern-

ment committees.

“Pretty quickly I said 

no, I’m in the house 

Two Republicans vie to replace Jim Davis in the N.C. state senate — so far

Dr. Sarah Conway Rep. Kevin CorbinRepublicans continues on 8
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