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It’s kind of fun to do the impossible.”
- Henry James“

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

A violent threat 

prompted the lockdowns 

of  the 

H a y w o o d 

C o u n t y 

Health and 

Human Ser-

vices build-

ing on Para-

gon Parkway 

near Clyde, as 

well as mul-

tiple schools, 

Thursday.

According to 

a press release sent out 

by the Haywood County 

Sheriff ’s Office, detec-

tives investigated the 

threat after an individual 

called the district attor-

ney’s office claiming to 

be in the area of  the office 

and threatened harm.

“Several law enforce-

ment agencies responded 

to the plaza, HHSA went 

into lockdown while law 

enforcement alerted busi-

nesses in the plaza of  the 

threat,” the release reads. 

“Approximately one 

hour later, the scene was 

cleared.”

B a s e d 

on com-

m u n i c a -

tions that 

were heard 

over a ra-

dio scanner, 

the suspect 

was on the 

phone with 

the district 

attorney’s of-

fice until about 

3:52 p.m., and although 

law enforcement officers 

tried to gain an under-

standing of  the suspect’s 

location while he was on 

the phone, they were un-

able to do so.

The suspect, who has 

not yet been named on 

the record and has not 

yet been charged, wasn’t 

found by law enforcement 

SMOKE EVERYWHERE — The smoke-filled air in Waynesville recently 
was a good thing and told town leaders just what they needed to know.

Becky Johnson photo

CHECKING FOR LEAKS — Ivan Messina, a technician with McGill Engineering, pumps smoke down a manhole.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.

com

An abnormal scav-

enger hunt played 

out on the streets of  

Waynesville this fall.

Harmless smoke 

was pumped into 

sewer manholes as 

town crews scouted 

for the plumes to find 

their way to the sur-

face. If  all went well, 

smoke would billow 

up from every rooftop, 

escaping through the 

sewer vents atop each 

house.

But where there’s 

leaks in the sewer line, 

it would seep up in all 

the wrong places: up 

through the ground, 

up through gutters 

or up through storm 

drains.

Typically, leaks 

would be bad news, 

signaling problems 

with the sewer line 

that had to be fixed. 

But in this 

case, leaks 

were ex-

actly what Town Man-

The uphill battle to fix Waynesville’s sewer plant

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

CANTON — A group of  individuals 

in the Canton area will make a dent in 

the needs of  homeless and needy chil-

dren in Haywood, all thanks to the gen-

erosity of  those who attended a Satur-

day event to gather toys, warm clothing 

and food.

Michelle Mull, a social worker with 

Haywood County Schools, said the last 

count shows there are 140 to 150 home-

less children in the county, but these 

are only children that the school sys-

tem knows about. Children who haven’t 

yet entered the school system may not 

be counted.

The homeless list is compiled with 

the help of  many in the school system 

— guidance counselors, teachers, bus 

drivers, cafeteria workers and even 

through parents who discuss their liv-

ing situation, Mull said.

“All kinds of  people send us refer-

rals,” Mull said. “A cafeteria worker 

might notice a child is still hungry af-

ter lunch. A teacher could notice a child 

Generosity will help children stay warm, fed this winter

Sewer continues on 6

Lockdown continues on 7

Vicki Hyatt

SERIOUS BUSINESS — Corn hole tour-
naments can be intense — and a good 
fundraiser.

Details emerge 

about Thursday’s 

lockdowns

Brandi Lisenby

THE VIEW  — A reader submitted this photo of the may-
hem those at Paragon Parkway experienced Thursday 
afternoon after a credible threat was addressed.

Bears football — round two
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