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For those who have 

ever contemplated sell-

ing their home, now is 

the time to stake the “for 

sale” sign in the yard, as 

home prices rose again in 

2021 and show no sign of  

slowing down.

The 2021 annual report 

from Canopy MLS data 

was released this past 

week, and the news was 

good for sellers. 

Home prices in Hay-

wood County rose, de-

mand from eager buyers 

has increased, and the in-

ventory of  homes on the 

market remained low. All 

of  that made it a perfect 

storm of  a seller’s market.

Sky-high prices
In Haywood County, the 

median home sales price for 

2021 was $311,000, a 19.7% 

jump from $259,900 in 2020.

Compared that to 2017, 

when the median sales 

price was $194,000, a 

60.3% price hike.

“What’s really driving 

the market in Haywood in 

short-term rentals,” said 

Tom Mallette of  the Mal-

lette Real Estate Team 

with Better Homes and 

Gardens Real Estate. “A 

lot of  those folks consider 

themselves investors. 

They’re buying those 

homes in hopes of  getting 

a return on investment.”

Mallette said the red 

hot market for short-term 

rental opportunities has 

boosted prices in Hay-

wood, but in the moun-

tain region in general.

“If  you start heading 

west [of  Asheville], are 

you going to find bet-

ter pricing in Swain or 

Jackson County? Proba-

bly not. They’re in a very 

similar market that we are. 

It’s a seller’s market

Market continues on 8A

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

MAGGIE VALLEY — A 

crowd of  about 50 was on 

hand Tuesday for a pub-

lic hearing to place a six-

month moratorium on lo-

cating campgrounds, RV 

parks and RV planned unit 

developments within the 

town’s zoning jurisdiction.

Despite the number 

of  people on hand, few 

spoke out during the pub-

lic hearing, after which 

the board approved the 

moratorium on a 3-2 vote 

with Mayor Mike Eve-

land, Alderman Jim Ow-

ens and Alderman John 

Hinton approving and 

both Phillip and Tammy 

Wight opposing.

Allen Allsbrooks, a 

member of  the Maggie 

Valley Zoning Board of  

Adjustment, read two let-

ters on behalf  of  others 

who couldn’t attend the 

meeting — one from for-

mer town board member 

and realtor Linda Tay-

lor, who feared the mor-

atorium would hinder 

a property sale, and one 

from John and Carrie 

Dazugas, who were con-

cerned about the action 

devaluing their property.

Kay Sebastian spoke 

in support of  the mora-

torium, arguing that in 

the November 2021 elec-

tion, 70% of  the voters 

supported candidates 

who backed responsible 

growth.

“For those unclear 

about the definition of  a 

moratorium, it’s a tem-

porary, and I emphasize 

temporary suspension 

of  activity until further 

conditions warrant lift-

ing the suspensions,” she 

said.

The essence of  gov-

ernment is to balance 

the needs of  a commu-

nity, and to accomplish 

this, she urged the board 

members to support the 

moratorium.

William Clark, an at-

torney representing 

Ghost Town managing 

partner Frankie Wood 

and his company Coastal 

Development Carolina, 

said the moratorium 

would crimp economic 

development, particu-

Maggie pauses certain developments
New RV 

parks, 

campgrounds 

on hold 

Bill Lea

WHO’S HOME IS IT? — Outdoor recreation in WNC has grown enormously over the past 20 years, co-
inciding with huge gains in the black bear population. That has led to more conflicts over savvy bears 
targeting the food of campers and backpackers.

Maggie continues on 10A

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

Three of  WNC’s bear 

sanctuaries, including 

one that lies partly in Hay-

wood County, could be 

opened to limited hunt-

ing — a move aimed both 

at slowing population 

growth and reining in 

bear problems.

WNC has 11 bear sanc-

tuaries within the Pisgah 

and Nantahala national 

forests where bear hunt-

ing isn’t allowed. The 

sanctuaries date to the 

1970s when the bear pop-

ulation was critically low. 

That’s no longer the case, 

however.

“It has been a conserva-

tion success story. We now 

have a very robust bear 

population,” said Jus-

tin McVey, a N.C. Wildlife 

Resources Commission 

Bears continues on 9A

BY BECKY JOHNSON
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With forecasts calling 

for a foot or more of  snow 

across the mountains 

Sunday, the all-consum-

ing race to stock up be-

fore hunkering down was 

running full throttle.

The grocery rush be-

gan as early as Wednes-

day and had reached a fe-

ver pitch by the weekend.

“It has been wide open 

today. I unlocked the door 

10 minutes early because 

there were people stand-

ing outside,” Brentley 

Messer, the general man-

ager of  Sav-Mor in Can-

ton, said on Thursday. 

“Milk and bread is al-

ways a favorite anytime 

they say ‘snow,’ it doesn’t 

matter if  it is half  an 

inch or a foot. I’ve also 

seen a whole lot of  water 

and hamburger coming 

through today.”

At Pioneer Seed and 

Supply in Waynesville, 

Ice Melt was the hot com-

modity.

“We have been sell-

ing it by the pallet,” said 

Misty Jones, the owner’s 

daughter. “A lot of  the 

homeowners associations 

have been hustling to get 

it.”

Well before winter ar-

rives, Pioneer Seed packs 

its warehouse out back 

full of  Ice Melt.

“We know how to stock 

up and how these moun-

tain winters are,” Jones 

said. “And, of  course, ev-

erybody is hustling in 

to get their seed and hay 

and bedding to keep their 

animals fed and warm.”

Across the county at 

Haywood gripped by 

snow prep frenzy

Snow continues on 8A

Tyler Auffhammer

BETTER BY THE DOZEN — Junior Frisbee at Pioneer 
Seed Supply in Waynesville loads pallets of ice melt, 
which were flying out the warehouse in the lead up to 
the big snow.


