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Words to Live By:

“You aren’t learning anything when you’re talking.”

Lyndon B. Johnson

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

When the Smoky Mountain Folk 

Festival opens Friday night, it will 

celebrate 50 years of  keeping Appala-

chian culture alive in the region.

Joe Sam Queen has been part of  the 

festival since its inception, starting 

out as the co-chairman of  the music 

and dance events when he was just 19.

“The event came out of  the town 

of  Waynesville’s centennial celebra-

tion,” Queen said. “The town wanted 

to keep the festival going. They gave 

money for the lights, a sound system 

and a stage on the floor of  the gymna-

sium at Waynesville Middle School.”

Waynesville’s 100th birthday cele-

bration was a four-day event that was 

kicked off  with a street dance in front 

of  the Haywood County Courthouse 

Wednesday night and moved into a 

heritage craft festival, complete with 

games, music and dancing.

The first-ever Smoky Mountain 

Folk Festival followed that event. 

While the street dance remained 

downtown, other events were held at 

the Waynesville middle school, with 

craft demonstrations held in various 

classrooms, craft sales in the gymna-

sium and the entertainment in the au-

ditorium.

Though he was just beginning col-

lege, Queen was invited to co-chair 

the music and dance event, along with 

Hodges. It is a role he has expanded 

and held continuously throughout 

the festival’s history.

Queen said Hodges was one of  the 

legendary fiddlers of  all time and 

brought in a number of  performers. 

Though just 19, Queen said he was 

selected to carry on the family tradi-

tion of  his family, who brought in the 

audience for the dance portion of  the 

event.

“My grandfather had got shot, and 

they asked me if  I would carry on the 

family tradition and help with street 

dance and festival,” Queen said. “I 

was eager to do that and proud to be 

asked.”

Queen’s grandfather, Sam Love 

Queen, started the Soco Gap Clog-

gers who performed at the Roosevelt 

White House in 1939 and traveled to 

England to entertain the queen.

In first couple years, the festival 
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At midnight Friday, more than 20,000 

members of  the Communication Work-

ers of  America employed at AT&T 

Southeast went on strike over unfair la-

bor practices committed by management 

during negotiations for a new contract.

In Haywood, about 25 union mem-

bers gathered near their worksite off  

Newfound Road outside of  Canton with 

strike signs.

The members are part of  the workers 

across a nine-state area that have been 

working without a labor contract and 

are striking until an agreement can be 

reached.

The Haywood employees represent 

three different divisions of  the company 

Southeast 

faces AT&T 

labor strike

Haywood County celebrates

50 years of folk

If You Go
Smoky Mountain Folk Festival 

opens at 5 p.m., Friday Aug. 30 

and Saturday, Aug. 31 in the out-

side open tent next to Stuart Au-

ditorium at Lake Junaluska.

The main stage shows begin at 

6:30 each evening.
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A bull elk frequently seen around 

Maggie Valley has died.

The 883-pound elk affectionately 

known by locals as “Jeffrey,” was 

spotted Sunday at the end of  Black 

Camp Gap Road with a serious limp. 

Within hours, he was put down right 

there where he laid.

Wildlife biologist Justin McVey, 

who euthanized the elk, recalled 

his long history with Jeffrey dating 

back to 2013. Although wildlife biol-

ogists are supposed to remain dis-

passionate toward the animals they 

track, it can sometimes be hard.

“This was pretty tough,” he said. 

“He was the first elk that I ever col-

lared. He was my intro into the elk 
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A Canton man 

has been arrested 

and charged with 

first-degree mur-

der.

After al-

legedly murder-

ing 48-year-old 

Regina Ray Ho-

glen at around 

6:30 p.m. Sunday 

night in Ashe-

ville, Truitt Nor-

man Nichols, 62, was arrested early this 

One man 

charged  

for murder

Truitt Nichols

Murder continues on 6

Strike continues on 7

Folk continues on 8

ON STRIKE — Steven Kirkpatrick, left, 
and Bud Moore show their support for 
the AT&T strike.

Elk put down in Maggie Valley

Elk continues on 9

Tuscola kicks off 

in Rhea County
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Pisgah to face Enka 

in home opener
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JUNIOR CLOGGERS — Youth involvement has been a long-standing characteristic 
of the Smoky Mountain Folk Festival, like these junior cloggers from a festival of 
yesteryear.

CRITICALLY INJURED — This photo was taken after Jeffrey’s most recent injury 
was discovered. Not long after, he was euthanized.


