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Instead of hating, I have chosen to forgive and spend all of 

my positive energy on changing the world.”
- Camryn Manheim
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In the wake of  last week’s 

insurrection, calls are emerg-

ing for newly elected Repub-

lican NC-11 Rep. Madison 

Cawthorn’s expulsion from 

Congress.

The calls aren’t just from 

the opposition party — even a 

prominent Republican in law 

enforcement who helped him 

get elected is expressing re-

grets.

Along with a change.org pe-

tition that has now received 

over 16,000 signatures calling 

for Cawthorn to he held ac-

countable, several Western 

North Carolina Democratic 

leaders have sent a strongly 

worded letter to U.S. House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi re-

questing action to address 

what they termed as “sedi-

tious” behavior.

“We will not tolerate mis-

information, conspiracy 

theories, and lies from our 

Representatives,” it reads. 

“Therefore, we respectfully 

request that the House of  Rep-

resentatives conduct an inves-

tigation for Ethics Violations 

regarding Mr. Cawthorn’s 

aforementioned Acts of  Sedi-

tion. If  the 2/3rds vote neces-

sary for expulsion can not be 

secured, we request that the 

House of  Representatives for-

mally censure Mr. Cawthorn 

on behalf  of  his constituents 

in the 11th Congressional Dis-

trict.”

The riotous insurrection 

began shortly after President 

Donald Trump — and Caw-

thorn — addressed a large 

crowd of  supporters at a “Stop 

the Steal” rally. After reiter-

ating repeatedly debunked 

claims that president-elect 

Joe Biden’s win was fraudu-

lent, Trump encouraged them 

to walk down to the Capitol.

Next, a calamitous scene 

unfolded where hundreds en-

tered the Capitol itself. In the 

end, at least five people died, 

including a Capitol Police of-

ficer and a woman who was 

shot inside the building.

In his remarks to the crowd, 

Cawthorn said, “this crowd 

has some fight in it.”

The letter from the re-

gional Democrats, addressed 

to House Speaker Nancy Pe-

losi, alleges that Cawthorn’s 

Democrats call for Rep. Cawthorn’s expulsion

U.S. Rep. Madison Cawthorn
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Amid national news of  vac-

cine doses going to waste or 

not getting into the arms of  

those who want it, Haywood 

County has developed a sys-

tem whereby every dose sent is 

quickly used.

That’s contrary to the na-

tional statistics where the dis-

tribution rate is 27% and the 

North Carolina distribution 

rate is 6.2%.

The nationwide distribution 

system is one where states re-

ceive doses and then ship them 

to the counties based on demo-

graphics.

In Haywood, 1,200 vaccine 

doses have been shipped to 

Haywood Regional Medical 

Center for use in the commu-

nity — an amount that’s in ad-

dition to the doses given to hos-

pital employees.

Vaccines for long-term care 

facilities are handled sepa-

rately through contracts with 

pharmacies, and that informa-

tion is not available.

“We currently have adequate 

doses on hand to administer 

second doses for our employ-

ees,” said hospital spokesper-

son Lindsey Solomon, saying 

the additional doses will be 

used according to priorities 

set by the Centers for Disease 

Control and that state. Distri-

bution plans for phase 1b are 

being finalized.

As of  this week, Haywood’s 

public health division will 

have administered all 1,000 

doses on hand and will be 

ready to distribute more as 

soon as a new shipment ar-

rives.

The tricky part is that vac-

cine arrival is an unknown fac-

tor, said Garron Bradish, the 

interim public health director 

in Haywood.

“Sometimes we get an email 

that vaccine is on the way af-

ter it has already arrived,” he 

said.

No vaccine goes to 

waste in Haywood

County is using 

every COVID-19 

dose available

Expulsion continues on 12A

Vaccine Waste continues on 8A
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For Sara Queen Brown, 

who’s only left her house 

twice since the COVID pan-

demic began, there’s finally 

a light at the end of  the tun-

nel.

Brown, 98, joyously rolled 

up her sleeve Tuesday as the 

first member of  the general 

public in Haywood County 

to receive a vaccine — a cel-

ebratory turning point that 

the darkest days are behind 

us and hope is on the hori-

zon at last.

“It is wonderful,” Brown 

said. “This is the greatest thing 

that could happen.”

Brown has witnessed plenty 

of  historical moments in her 

98 years, from the end of  World 

War II to putting a man on the 

moon. But the lifting of  the 

pandemic is one milestone 

she’s been determined to see 

through.

“I know my days are num-

bered because of  my age, but I 

try to keep an upbeat attitude 

and enjoy life,” she said.

While hundreds of  vaccines 

have been administered to 

healthcare workers, nursing 

home residents and first re-

sponders in Haywood County 

since late December, this week 

marked the beginning of  vacci-

nations for the public at large, 

starting with seniors over 75.

The health department will 

systematically work its way 

down the waiting list. More 

than 3,000 Haywood County 

seniors 75 and over were 

pre-registered as of  Tuesday, a 

number that grows by the day.

The health department has 

the capacity to vaccinate as 

many as 800 people a week, 

Becky Johnson

HALLELUJAH — Sara Queen Brown, who turns 99 in April, was the first member of the general 
public to get the COVID vaccine in Haywood County on Tuesday, with public health worker 
Alexandra Escobar doing the honors. More than 3,000 people age 75 and over are already 
on the waiting list, with the health department able to do about 800 a week contingent on 
vaccine availability.

Here at last: 
VACCINE ROLL OUT FOR GENERAL PUBLIC 

SIGNALS HOPE

Vaccines continues on 6A


