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Haywood election offi-

cials have seen a massive 

increase in requests for 

absentee ballots — a de-

velopment that is accom-

panied by an increase in 

duplicated requests and 

spoiled ballots.

The issue is compli-

cated by national con-

cerns in the news about 

the reliability of  the 

postal service.

Board of  Elections Di-

rector Robbie Inman is 

quick to point out that 

these issues aren’t un-

common during any elec-

tion year, and assured 

Haywood voters the is-

sues are under control.

Inman said while vot-

ing will look a bit differ-

ent this year, all regis-

tered voters will have an 

opportunity to cast a bal-

lot. In addition, there are 

safeguards in place to en-

sure nobody casts a bal-

lot more than once and 

that every vote will be 

counted.

Lines will likely be lon-

ger this year, both during 

the early in-person voting 

that begins Oct. 15 and on 

Election Day, he warned. 

Part of  that could be illu-

sion, however, since vot-

ers will be asked to stand 

6 feet apart while in line.

“Nobody makes an ap-

pointment, so there are 

some times the parking 

lot is full and you’re be-

wildered by the line, and 

there are times it dwin-

dles down to nothing,” he 

said.

Inman is expecting 

a large increase in vot-

ing this year, whether 

through an absentee by 

mail ballot, using an 

early voting site or sim-

ply turning out on Elec-

tion Day.

Part of  the reason is 

the intense interest that 

always arises during a 

presidential election, 

while higher voter reg-

istration numbers is an-

other. According to NC 

Policy Watch, 25% of  

North Carolina voters 

have registered since the 

last presidential election, 

including 42% under the 

age of  30.

The huge volume of  ab-

sentee ballots that have 

already either been de-

livered to or mailed in to 

the elections office have 

had local election officials 

putting in extra hours al-

ready.

“Every single request 

is scanned as soon as we 

process the daily mail,” 

he said. “We’re here ev-

ery Saturday doing that, 

and that’s how we’re able 

to stay on top of  it. That’s 

how we don’t fall behind.”

In addition, election of-

ficials examine the ballot 

to ensure it is from the 

registered voter who re-

quested it and that it is 

filled out in accordance 

with instructions. The 

electronic scan entered 

into the database shows 

the individual has voted. 

Should the voter attempt 

to vote again or request 

another absentee ballot, 

Votes will be safe, fair

ABUNDANCE OF PPE — Seen here before the second 
primary for NC-11, Robbie Inman displayed the kit he was 
given containing a multitude of different personal protec-
tive equipment that can be used on election day.

Votes continues on 8A
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CANTON — A state in-

vestigation will reveal more 

details about an early morn-

ing fire at Evergreen Pack-

aging’s paper mill on Mon-

day that killed two contract 

workers.

Mill Manager Wally Mc-

Donald confirmed the Can-

ton Mill fire was in a pro-

cess vessel, but details on 

the fire were sparse even a 

day later.

A mid-morning state-

ment from mill officials con-

firmed the fire had been ex-

tinguished and there was no 

further threat of  it spread-

ing or causing additional 

damage to infrastructure.

“This tank was being re-

paired as part of  a main-

tenance outage within the 

mill,” McDonald added in a 

Monday afternoon press re-

lease. “The local fire depart-

ment quickly responded to 

the scene and extinguished 

the fire.”

In that release, McDonald 

confirmed what had been 

COOLING EFFORTS — The tube that caught fire, seen here still smoking, was hit by a firehose 
for a couple of hours after the blaze broke out.
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Fire continues on 9A
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The Waynesville Plan-

ning Board voted unan-

imously Monday night 

to ban any new camp-

grounds and RV parks in 

the town limits.

The recommendation 

will be passed along to 

the Waynesville town 

board, which will hold a 

public hearing before de-

ciding whether to enact 

the ban.

Laurel Ridge outcry over possible RV park 

could change town’s campground rules

Rules continues on 8A

Becky Johnson

NOT ON PAR — The now-scuttled idea of a luxury motorcoach resort would have flanked 
hole No. 5 on the Laurel Ridge golf course, requiring the fairway design to be altered.
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Haywood County 

Schools have changed 

course on back-to-school 

plans with less than a 

week to go, making it the 

most 11th hour change 

yet in the evolving plans 

for rolling out in-person 

school.

Middle and high school 

students choosing to 

come back in-person will 

start Monday, Sept. 28, as 

previously planned, with 

a rotating week-on, week-

off  schedule to keep class 

size down and minimize 

the potential for COVID 

spread.

Elementary students 

will stay remote for an-

other week, however, 

before starting back on 

Oct. 5. At that point, ele-

mentary students choos-

ing to come back will be 

full time — with no rotat-

ing schedule, no limit on 

class size and no social 

distancing mandate, al-

though masks will still 

be required.

“Frankly, you can’t 

fit 20-plus students in 

a room and maintain 6 

feet,” Superintendent 

Dr. Bill Nolte said. “You 

would need to be closer 

than 6 feet or they would 

not fit into the building.”

School leaders said 

they would do their best 

to maintain as much so-

cial distancing as pos-

sible during the day, 

but it wouldn’t always 

be 6 feet, particularly 

on busses where previ-

ous plans to limit rider-

ship to one-kid per seat 

would no longer be pos-

sible.

The full return of  ele-

mentary students start-

ing Oct. 5 just became 

an option late last week 

following an announce-

ment by Gov. Roy Cooper 

on Thursday, prompting 

a special meeting of  the 

school board Monday 

night to decide whether 

and when to exercise that 

option.

Back to the drawing board on back-to-school plans
With one week to go, school board changes 

course to allow full-time in-person learning

School continues on 7A


